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"8 THE FAIR CAMBRIANS. 
which it was ſurrounded, was uncommonly 
various, and ornamented with a profuſion 


of noble, trees; a clear and rapid river 


formed its boundary i in front; and a high 


mountain preſented a back ground, grand 


as the warm imagination of a Painter A 


could have wiſhed. In ſhort, nature 
ſeemed to have taken a peculiar pleaſure 

in beſtowing on this fayoured ſpot a rich 
variety of her choiceſt gifts. But all theſe - 
advantages were rendered of little value 

to the poſſeflors, by their being annexed 
to the moſt gloomy and inconvenient of 
all old houſes. The walls, which were of 
an uncommon thickneſs, ſuffered but a 
ſmall portion of light to paſs into it 
through the narrow windows; andthe im- 
menſe hall, which was ie to en- 
tertain the aſſembled inhabitants of the 
neighbouring country, rendered the reſt of 
the houſe a confuſed heap: of ill ſhaped 
nen e, by long and narrow 
| ; 5 - paſſages, 
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paſſages. Let this diſmal habitation was 


held ſacred, and reſpected, if not beloved, 


by ſucceeding generations; and might ſtill 
probably have kept its ſtation, had it not 


devolved to a female, and, by that means, 
become the property of a family who had 
not been taught, in early infancy, to re- 


vere" its venerable gloom. 


\ Cotontr Dorville, the only foi of the | 


| heireſs of Kidwelly, having always ad- 
mired its noble ſituation, determined, 
whenever it came into his poſſeſſion, to 
pull down this melancholy pile of build- 


ing, and erect a handſome and convenient 


houſe in its place. He was prevented 


from putting this plan in execution for 


ſome years, by being engaged in the ſer- 


| vice of his country, to whoſe ſmalleſt in- 


tereſts he ever chearfully facrificed his 
own. But, on his return from America, 


at the concluſion of the war, he grew im- 


B ” patient 
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patient to realize the ſcheme, on the idea 
of which he had ſo frequently feaſted his 
imagination. He had himſelf a fine ate * 
in architecture, and, with the aſſiſtance 
of a firſt rate artiſt, in leſs than two years, 
5 the cumberous load of ſtones which formed 
Kidwelly diſappeared, and a ſpacious and 
elegant manſion filled its place, which, 
from, a fine grove of ancient beech trees, 
| that formed a beautiful and ſtately am- 
enen the we he a | 
ama „ 5 


4 
f 


[ | | 1 was b chat math the wr: its 
| ſituation, and the country round, that, 

| remote as it was from the diſſipated part 

of the world, he reſolved to make it his 

: principal place of abode; and, after leſs _ 

' oppoſition than might reaſonably have 
been expected from a modern wife, he 

prevailed upon his lady to remove to it, 

: wah. her two daughters, m Groſvenor 

Square, 
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Square, where they had chiefly reſided 


during his abſence, on account of the edu 


cation of the young ladies; which could 


no where be ſo advantageouſly conducted as 
in the capital, where all poſſible care had 
been beſtowed, and no expence ſpared, to 


render them what is called perfectly ac- 
compliſhed. Arabella, the eldeſt, was 
| thought to be ſo at the time of their ſet- 


kling in Wales; and, being juſt turned of 
ſeventeen, and very beautiful in her. per- | 


© fon, all the little world of her father's ac- 


quaintance wondered that he ſhould be ſo 
abſurd as to exclude her from company 
and public places, at the very time when 


t to have been introduced into 
. 


* 


Bor Colonel Dorville's mode of think- 
ing was very different from that of moſt 
hion. He ſaw that his daughter 
Was beautiful and accompliſhed; but his 
TR 4. wiſhes. 


men of fa 
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wiſhes were-not bounded by externals; he 
vas ardently deſirous that ſhe ſhould be 
alſo worthy and amiable. He wiſhed to 
render her a bleſſing, as well as an orna« 
ment, to ſociety; and this he thought 
might be more probably expected from a 
a few years of ſtudy and retirement, than 
from a too early initiation into what is 
called life.” In the country he could him- 
ſelf be her preceptor and companion : ſhe 
would converſe with thoſe only whom ſhe 
| ſhould ſelect; read ſuch books as he ſhould © 
recommend; and, above all, become ac- - 
quainted, and, he hoped, enamoured, with 
the ſublime and beautiful of nature, which 
would of courſe lead her young mind to 
admire, to adore its Divine Author. 


Tax Colonel had, in his youth, been 
eee warm in his temper, which 
was ſtrongly tinctured with romance. He 

5 had __ in ue. married a lady, whoſe 

) „„ e 
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4 Was Pe ue NY his own, ad whofe 
fortune was below his acceptance: her 
laxelyperſon, and the good ten and 

ſxeetneſs of. diſpoſition, which he imagined 
ſne poſſeſſed, were to him of ineſtimable 
value; and: he fliaught himſelf the moſt 
fortunate: of men in ſuch an acquiſſtion. 
But he was deceived; her underſtanding 
vas far: from ſtrong, and capable of no 
higher poliſh than a very common eduea- 


tion had given ita of courſe, all his efforts 


1 improve hen avere vain. During che 
cirſt: ten years of their marriage, ſhe ſuf- 

fered herſelf to be unceaſingly whirled in 

the vortex of faſhionable! diſſipation; but, 
dor a longer time, her conſtitution, Which 
Was naturally delicate, refuſed to ſecond 
zher inclinations, and ſhe had a fever, 
Which nearly: colt her her life. All the 
Marmth of affection, which had, for a 
long time, lain dormant in che n of 
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every phyſician of eminence, in London, 
was called in; and their aſſiduities, to- 
gether with thoſe. of - 


recovered; ſhe felt herſelf - anvilling to 
loſe their attentions; and began to conſider 
whether there was not n 


gar and unfeeling in perfect health. Her 
fondneſs for public amuſements being 
vorn out by a free indulgence for ſo man 
years, beſides the een of aer | 

no and then a newer "un 
appearing; /ſhe- reſolved to give onal up 
entirely, aſſume a new character, and com- 
mence >faſhionable invalid. It was de- 
lightful to go to Bath, to Weymouth, 0 
Scarborough; and every where to meet 
anxious enquiries of ſympathizi 

to have the ſeat next the fire in wint 
and be conſulted before a window coul 
| be: thrown open in ſummer: to talk con- 
eee nn of bereit, her 
Ts 


2 
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unfortunate nerves; to be complimented 
on the amazing fortitude with which ſhe 
bore' up under ſuch exquiſite ſufferings! 
O, it was beyond meaſure ſoothing!” She 
never had been of ſuch conſequence be- 


fore, and reſolved not to give up her title 


to the flattering diſtinctions ſhe daily re- 
ceived. As the gentlemen of the faculty 
were conſulted wherever ſhe went, medi- 


eines of courſe preſcribed, and a part of 


them taken, cuſtom, by degrees, rendered 
chem neceſſary; and, at length, ſhe be- 
came, in reality, what ſhe. had, at firſt, 
oy” affected to * e 320 


. ; 


'T HE ; Colonel had ſufficient penetration 


to enable him to diſcover the ſource of her 


diſorder, but poſſeſſed not the power of 


_ ſtopping its progreſs. Indeed, during his 

long abſence, it grew to a magnitude 

- which left him no hope of. its cure. He. 
therefore did not . it; but 225 ved 55 
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to form the minds of his daughters to thoſe 
happy and rational purſuits, for which he 
had found it impoſſible to inſpire a taſte 
in their mother. Luckily a young phyfi- 
cian, 'of whoſe abilities Mrs. Dorville had 
a high opinion, had ſettled at Cowbridge, 
which was within a few miles of Beech- 
wood; and his warm recommendation of 
the Glamorganſhire air, as the moſt ſalu- 
brious in the iſland for a perſon of her con- 
ſtitution, was no ſmall inducement to her 
to comply with the Colonel's earneſt de- 
ſiire of reſiding there, to which ſhe could, 
55 indeed, form but one rational objection, 
and that was the removal of Maria, who 
vas Four years younger than her ſiſter, 
from her maſters; and this was, in a great 
8 degree, obviated, by their 4 king with 
tbem, into Wales, Miſs Marſhall, an ac- 
compliſhed n women, inthe Oy | 
of a i} | * 


. 2 I ERC 
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Bor. for a ſhort time was this ſenſible and 
affectionate father permitted to enjoy the 
happineſs which the pleaſing employment 
of forming the minds of amiable and 
docile children muſt give to a fond pa- 
rent. He was taken from them, by a 
fever, in little more than two years after 
| he had undertaken this tender taſk, to 
their irreparable loſs, and the inexpreſſible 
grief of all who had diſcernment enough 
te OS as he deſerved, ſo excellent a 
. Mrs. Doxville was not among that 
number: -her weak nerves; ber unifortue 
3 occupied her feel 
ings, and filled her mind, that no other 
| forrow chan they occaſioned could find ad- 
miſſſon there. She, however, kept up a 
very decent and proper appearance of 
grief; and detained Dr. Green (who . 
ſured ial bes: Plains ee ſhe vas 
en 5. . 


5 þ. 4% 
£5 dc. © 15 
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extremely ill) in the houſe during the 
14 firſt nine merch of her 1 Aoi ns 
1 How different were the en oft the 
f wich Arabella; 'on whom he kad: doated, 


Fo and who returned his affection With: an 
enthuſiaſtic warmth! 1 will not attempt 
to deſcribe them; they were ſo exquiſitely 
painful, as to 'catiſe no ſmall degree of 
anxiety in her friends for their effects on 
her health; but, in the courſe of a few 
months, „their apprehenſions were. re- 
moved. Nature, when it beſtowed upon 
Her the warmeſt affections; and moſt ten- 
der feelings, gave alſo a large portion of 
firmneſs, without which they degenerate 
into weakneſs, and render their poſſeſſors ; 
wretched, if not contemptible. She ſoon 
| became ſenfible of the impropriety of in- 
dulging her grief, and, by unremitted ei- 
forts, was, at length, enabled to remove 
1 which wy 1 near her n 


Py 
FE FA CANSEIANE, 1g 


a, by degrees, recover ber uſual compo: 
ſure. Bur this was fearcely effect 

fore a new, and unexpected, cauſe of 
trouble aroſe to diſtreſs her. Miſs Mar- 
mall, who was the daughter of a particu- 
lar friend, and brother officer of tlie Co- 
lonel's, had appeared; during his liſe, a 
valuable acquiſition to their family, as 
well on account of her goed: diſpoſition 
and principles, as the various talents and 
accompliſhments of which the was miſ- | 
treſs; but being rendered-nearly indepen- 
dent in her circumſtances, by the will of 
her generous - patron, her temper, which 
was naturally bad, began, after his death, 
to diſplay itſelf in no very pleaſing co- 
| tours. | She aſſumed an authoritative tone 8 
even to Arabella, and tyrannized over her 
younger ſiſter in the · moſt cruel manner. 
Poor Maria was ill calculated to bear the 
reſtraints which ſhe thought proper to 
| Oe —_ ks and * 0 her mo- x] 
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cher bor relief from them, but in vain: 


Mrs. Dorville had a high; opinion of 
Miſs: Marſhall, who took every oppor- 


turũty to ingratiate herſelf with her, and 
was glad to indulge the indolence which 
forbad her to interfere, by: declaring the 


ment and good: intentions, and ber ger 
tainty chat it muſt be Maria's fault af there 
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THE OUTLINES OF THAT _ MAJOR BERKLET3 
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WITH THE INTRODUCTION. or Two OTHER 
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pils, ſhe was not proof againſt the render 


. (if it may be ſo termed, ) when felt, 


in all its violence, for an unfeeling man, 


who regarded not her attachment, wh 
had no idea of diſintereſted love, and, at 
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the very moment when ſhe laviſned her 


enſnare the heart of her eldeſt pupil, 
uhoſe large fortune would have been par- 
ticularly deſirable to him, to ſupply the 
place of his own, which he had nearly 
diſſipated. But as, on account of the laſt 
mentioned circun mſtance, he could not 
make open propoſals to Miſs Dorville, 
who had always treated him with perfect 
indifference, Miſs Marſhall flattered her- 


5 which he payed her rival, were the mere 5 
effuſions of gallantry, and a. ſuperabun- 
dance of good humour, while herſelf was 

by the happy object of his ſerious attachment. 


and now and then a hint of his particular 
egen fearing, If. . Was ene, 


"Auf = 


affections upon him, was endeavouring to 


ſelf that the com pliments and attentions 


Major Berkley, who was far from being | 
deficient in: penetration or vanity, per- 
ceived. the conqueſt he had made, and 
cheriſhed her hopes; by a few blind looks, 


Fw... 
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he might prove a dangerous oppoſer to 
his deſigns on the amiable Arabella; whom 


1 am impatient to introduce to my reader. 
Let us, for that purpoſe, enter the draw- 
ing rom at Beechwood, where Mrs. Dor- 
ville is lamenting the deplerable effects 
| Which a piercing eaſt | wind has had upon 
"her delicate frame, and Miſs Marſhall 
whims with her, on the | melancholy 

occaſion, in terms the moſi ſoothing. 1 
cannot N ne | ©: that: W 


de in for this eee ; 
almoſt worn me out; and I am a Hercu- 
115 —— AA For ark, * 
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all ſatigues to me. :1:think-I- hath: foon 
become | totally + incapable: ob all plenſing 
en. and alive to miſary alone d 
in 13009. 65 oy LORE IE - 3203 200 48 8. 1 
4 4 e pleaſed, with the affecting con- 
cluſion of hex ſpeech. and turnisg te her 
eldeſt Gaughter, 1 Inthink, my dar, it 
will both mei to he — 
ꝓlayed yeſter days hut conſider tie ſtate 
of my nerves; and touch the, keys a 
:hightly as Tannen Leger one 
| Wi 4 S412 3 wot. : „Binge 1 ot; L5392qob ol 37 8 
. fat downto che 
HALEY [before the attention of Maria 
was ed en. oß a wit, 


: gree o pleaſure;, for ſhe rejoiced _ 

ben he .faw it fte ut the door, ran 
-cagenly tu ber ſiſtenz and tim eving the 
1mitho:. Ons: ſrbwudeſore- hengir® oben, 
Hs 2 Ss E 5 ſtop! 
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| flop!” cried. ſhe, « we have leſs harmo- 

nious ſounds approaching: ö prepare to 
liſten to the voluble Miſs Lewis, who, 
with her brother, is at this moment in 
the hall.“ 


I BELIEVE you are not ſorry for the 
exchange, ſaid Arabella, ſmiling, and 
_ tapping her check as ſhe roſe ſaving the i in- 
Krument, | n #36 . 


1 „F 3 
: ai have heard that OOO 
as 6 em :i2icd 25 £9 ane 
—— 0 a en chm: eki hen 
| Miſs Lewis, attended men e en- 
wel tho om. 2 8 3 BY... O08 
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eee my reader; but the at- 
tempt will be in vain, unleſs his imagination 


will 
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thirty-cight, as tall as any woman of four | 
feet ten in the three kingdoms; for her 


able bad fet of teeth, would permit her 
to be: for ſhe had all the airs ofa beauty, 


black eyes, contrived to make ſome diffident 


— 
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will aſſiſt my pencil, and kindly ſupply its 
deficiencies. | If he is unable, or unwill- 
ing, to do this, he muſt reſt ſatisfied with 
a rude outline, and wait till n, oy 
develope it more _ ee 


or Amen a "OY lady, of about 


high heeled ſhoes ſupported her on tip- 
toe; and the eaſy grace of the faſhionable. 
ſtoop, could never prevail upon her to loſe 


* fingle' inch of her natural attitude. 
She was as handſome as à dark com —- 


plexion, ill ſuited features, and a remark- 5 


and, with the aſſiſtance of a pair of large 


people doubt whether ſhe had not ſome 
claim to we ure lati = 2 Ihe pe 0 Ig! EC 
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her family, which was traced on a ſpread- 


ing tree that ornamented the hall of the. 


ancient manſion where ſhe reſided, proved 
her deſcent from a Welch prince; and the 


conſciouſneſs of royal blood communicated 


to her manners a degree of inſolence, 


which was ſometimes thought unpleaſant 


by her inferiors, to whom it was chiefly 
diſplayed: but ſhe had abundance of ani- 
mal ſpirits, and of what is uſually termed 
good nature, and being an inceſſant talker, 
the quiet ones generally "OY in 11 
en her "or e 


1 


* 


ſmart little man to lool at; drefled faſhio1 


ably, and ſeldom contradicted any body. 
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| 1 may „ nbd: be petals mt * 
ſhould ſay ſomething of her brother, but 
he had, as the phraſe is, ſo very little" 
im, that his character would be ſcarce 
any thing more than a catalogue of defi- 
 Clencies. He was, however, a tolerably 


Wk THE FAIR CAMBRIANS, | : 
He was ten years younger than his ſiſter, 
to whoſe opinions he appeared, on all oc- 
cCaſions, to pay much deference; but this 
was no very . co eee | 


A MosT unpleaſant accident has juſt 
| happened to us,” cried Miſs Lewis, the 
moment ſhe was ſeated. © We were en- 
gage to ſpend the evening at Mr. 
Courteneyis, where a very large party 
are aſſembled;- but, before we were got 
half a mile beyond the park gate, one 
of our horſes fell ſo lame, that we were 
obliged, in compaſſion to the poor ani- 
mal, to give up our viſit, and ſending * 
ſeryant to let Lady Anne know our miſ- 
fortune: have with difficulty been able to 


your goodneſs for a conveyance home.“ 


By” 0 2 4 
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Mxs. Dorville returned apolite anſwer; 


and Mifs Lewis addreſſing the young la- 
dies, enquired why they were not at 


Hafgorwel; and why every family in the 


neighbourhood had — ERS 


unſocial ſecluſion from eee 


ev mothers: 1M Nute e Henlth ) re- 
plied Afubella, prevents my going very 
frequently from home; and Maria ' is 
not vet. releaſed um the confinement 


— 
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16 SURBLE;" "oy =O badi „that 
_ confinement need not now be ſo ſcrupu- 


Tong infifted. on: Miſs Maria's age de- 
mands: a participation of thoſe an 
which her education has e Red | 
„ e 187. , 
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1 1 HAVE PTY been totally averſe,” 


5 e Miſs Marſhall, «to the novel 
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Dorville: marge can be more a utrd- 
than, ſuch a plan.?“ ren pen 


FED 5 cc win. led ei 


5 the point how WA . ale among vo 

ſelves; ; but I heard a gentleman, Who 

allowed to have infinite wit, ee che 
other day, that women, like apricots, were 

never half ſo pleaſant as when unripe; and 

if ſo, what a ſin it is to exclude them 

from us when they are moſt defirable!”? 


0, $15 F 0. KOTar, 


cuſtom of introducing children into com- 
Pay; and never knew a young lady, who 


was her own miſtreſs at ſixteen, make a 
tolerable figure at two and twenty. rt. 


mature bloſſoms are never _— arri 


at RY degree: of ae A lic aun 


Ed You are P 
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neighbour Major Berkley. 
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* I APPEAL, cried Miſs Marſhall, 


| angrily, * from low wit to good ſenſe, 


which will, I truſt, in a few years, ren- 
der Miſs Maria ſenſible of the worthleſs- 
neſs of thoſe pleaſures which her eyes, at 


this moment, expreſs ſuch eagerneſs for 
the premature poſſeſſion of.“ | 


3 Nos 


* 


| Maria's eyes did, indeed, ſparkle with 


an impatience which would have mani- 
feſted itſelf in words, had not the heavy 


cloud which hung on the brow of her go- 
verneſs, threatening future woe, awed her 


into filence. Arabella was hurt at the 
evident diſcompoſure of her ſiſter; and, 


to give the converſation a different turn, 
enquired when Miſs Lewis had ſeen their 


«Spe himP? replied ſhe, „ why not 
this age. I believe he is ſeldom to be 
met with in any houſe but this. Nay, 

Vol. 5 S = | 105 do 
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0 bono eee, en equet 
miſtakes 10 well ind rmed, ſo ſei 
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do not mile, and pretend to deny the 


truth of my aſſertion: it is really moſt un- 
reaſonable in you to engroſs the whole 


time and attention of the livelieſt and 
moſt agreeable man in the country.“ 


* : . % 
„FFC 
* A 4 8 a 
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% IxDEED, cried Mr. Lewis, if re- 


port ſays true, he 1 is a fortunate fellow: to 
ſpend three or fo | ni 


gur evenings in a week 
with ſuch a lady 4s a reach: mien Ade | 


Miſs - Marſhall, a a ok 
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eagerneſs. © All things conſidered, in- 


| deed, who can blame him? but ſufferers 
will complain; and, till the riſing of par- 
| lament ſends us a freſh ſupply of beaus, I 


ſhall continue to grudge you che entire 
3 of the 3 5 

Nov are miſtaken, 1 acute you,” aid 
Arabella. If his viſits here, this ſpring, 
have been more frequent than to other 
houſes in the neighbourhood, it is not 


difficult to account for it: it is certainly 


leſs unpleaſant to croſs the park, and a 


couple of fields, in a dark or rainy night, 


than to ride two or three miles. But he 
generally calls in a morning, when I very 


ſeldom ſee him, for he goes immediatel 
into the library, where he takes great plea- 
ſure in 1 the d of Maria ' 2 


ſtudies.” mech 


. „ Ax 


f 
n 
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Ap I aſſure you,” cried Miſs Mar- 
ſhall, “ he has been of infinite uſe to her 
in one article; his intimate acquaintance 


with the Latin language, has enabled me 


to give her a much more perfect know- 
ledge of it than' I could otherwiſe have 
done. Then, you know, his taſte and 


talents for converſation. ' He is fond, too, 
of drawing out the ſentiments and opi- 


nions of others. I proteſt to you he has 
often led me unawares into diſcuſſions, 
and criticiſms, which I have ſince thought 
muſt, at leaſt in the eyes of anyother man, 


have made me appear very pedantic.” 


«1 UNDERSTAND you, Madam: you are 
kindly'anxious to take the blame, which 


I ſtill lay on Miſs Dorville, upon your- 


ſelf. But I muſt be allowed to retain my 
opinion, that Berkley is too much a man 


of ſpirit, not to prefer flirtation to criti- 
ciſm by way we amuſement; and I am 


much 


\wF 
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much miſtaken, if his principal favourites 
have been ſelected from the very reſpect- 


| able ſociety of learned ladies. 


« Vxxv true, fiſter,”” cried the ſquire: 
« you are certainly in the right: we men 
love to keep thoſe abſtruſe matters among 
ourſelves; as, indeed, is moſt fit; and 
when we converſe with ladies, look foi a 
little relaxation. 


Tus governeſs again coloured, bit her 
lips, and was going to reply, with ſome 
aſperity; but Mrs. Dorville, weary of 
ſo much altercation, propoſed cards. 
The table was placed; and the king of 
trumps ſoon became a more intereſting 
object than even the Major, to all, excepft 
Miſs Marſhall, who made a thouſand miſ- 
takes, which fully proved that her atten- 
tion was occupied by ſomething foreign 
to her Preſent employment. When the 
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1 was finiſhed, Mr. Lewis, and his 


ſiſter, took their leave; but not till they 
had endeavoured to engage their young 


friends to join a large party, who were to 
take the amuſement of cards and cotil- 


lions, at Abberhonvy, a few days after. 


Arabella immediately promiſed to go: 


but poor Maria, though her eyes ſpoke 
much, and eloquently, in the way of in- 


treaty, was reſolutely denied the ſame pri- 
vilege by her governeſs, who remained 
equally unmoved by their ſoft pleadings, 
and the preſſing inſtances of Miſs Lewis. 


Nor can we wonder at her obſtinacy, 


when we conſider the provocation ſhe had 
juſt received, which, acting upon a tem- 


per naturally bad, might be expected to 
produce conſequences the moſt unplea- 
ſant to her poor pupil, whoſe misfortune 


it was to be the only human being com- 


pleatly within the ſphere of its perni- 
cious influence, and on whom its whole Wl 


weight. muſt of courſe fall. „ 
CHAPTER 


— 
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CHAPTER M. 


Ti warn 18 SHEWN THE SENSIBILITY or THE 
; AMIABLE ARABELLA, | 
- A CONFLICT or THE TENDER PASSIONS. 


win: HER SISTER MARIA. 


8 5 Ws as een were gone, Mrs. 


and Miſs Marſhall, pleaſed with the op- 
portunity ſne had juſt had of indulging 


1 N amuſed herſelf with _— 


Dorville, declaring herſelf dread- 
ſing upon the ſcene which had juſt paſſed ; 


a = od — TY N - —— — 
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to thoſe whom we diſlike. No ſooner 
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and ſaying a thouſand kind things to her 
dear lap dog, who, in all the changes of 
her ever varying humour, was a conſtant 
ſavourite. When ſhe was offended with 
any one, to Romeo did ſhe complain; 
when fatigued by ftudy, with Romeo did 
ſhe relax; and when ſhe was in a good hu- 
mour, which, whatever my reader may 
imagine, was ſometimes the caſe, her 


fondneſs was inconceivable for this charm- 


ing creature, who, ſhe would often declare, 
had more ſenſe than half the world, and 


was capable of a degree of attachment 
ſhe never ſaw 2 by 19 855 o the hu- 


man race. | 5 . EF 


91 


Soo after ſupper was removed, ſhe was 


left to enjoy a #6t6=a-1414 with this highly 


favoured animal, her pupils wiſhing her 
a good night, with that cold reſtrained 
reſpe& which ever attends civilities paid 


had 
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had they reached Maria's dreſſing room, 
than ſhe threw herſelf upon a ſopha, and 


burſt into tears. Shining drops gliſtened 


in the eyes of Arabella, as ſhe ſeated her- 


ſelf beſide her, and dy: — one of 
her hands, : 


« War can I ſay or do to remove my 
dear ſiſter's uneaſineſs? Shall I endeavour 
to prevail upon our mother to remon= 


ſtrate with this malicious governeſs?”” 


e REMONSTRATE!” cried the ſobbing 


Maria: I know, but too well, that remon- 
ſtrances are in vain, or would rather in- 


creaſe the grievance. Nothing but her 
diſmiſſion from the family can make me 


happy; and of that, entangled as we are 


with her, I have no hope. But of this I am 
well aſſured, we can never live five years 
longer together, which was the time intend- 
ed, nay preſcribed, by my cruel father.” _ 

* Hom, 
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« Hus, huſh, Maria! ſay not a word 
againſt the beſt and tendereſt of parents. 
Oh! were he but living, how inſtantly 
would your griefs be done away! He, 
who never ſaw a tear in the eye of a ſtranger 
without wiſhing to prevent its fall, would 
he have beheld, unmoved, the diſtreſs of 
His daughter? You know the motives, 
the generous ſource of his attachment to 
this ungrateful woman. Was ſhe not the 
daughter of his friend, his companion, 
; through long and dangerous campaigns? 
and when the unfortunate Captain Mar- 
ſhall received his mortal wound, did not 
our father himſelf convey him to his tent, 
and, by his aſſurances of favour and pro- 
tection to his orphan, render happy the 
laſt moments of chat brave man:? 


Hare, e e 8 all 

this without introducing her into his own 

ne ? Would not Ry her an indepen- 
dent 


PHE nan An. W 
dent fortune, and ſuffering her to live 
where ſhe pleaſed, have been n . 
ling: his ONE 49 | 


« Hs n not . what has ſince 
happened; and, at the death of her aunt, 
(who, having only a life income, could do 
no more for her than ſhe had, in giving 
her a moſt liberal education,) brought her 
to our mother, begging her to look upon 
and treat her as a friend and equal; and 
to us he preſented her as an elder ſiſter, 
who, from her good ſenſe, and various ac- 
compliſhments, demanded all the reſpect 
and attention that we could pay her; and 
would be a valuable addition to our family, 
as long as we could make it agreeable to 
her to remain in it: and ſhe then, indeed, 
appeared perfectly amiable. did 1 
love, and endeavour to conſole, her! and 
how grateful did ſhe then ſeem! how an- 
Kious for our rea SE TN 
ooh 8 6 . « oY 
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« Gay rather, how anxious was ſhe to 
gain an eſtabliſhment for herſelf. | What 
did ſhe take ſo much pains to unveil the 
 artifices of our French governeſs for, but 
that ſhe might get her diſmiſſed, and take 
her place?“ ITY A 


„ WHATEVER were her real motives, 
they appeared diſintereſted; and my. fa- 
ther often mentioned, with high approba- 
tion, the independent ſpirit which induced 
| Her to ſolicit ſo warmly for an employ-= 
ment which required ſo much care and 
attention, rather than be obliged to the 
unrequited bounty of a friend for her ſup- 
port: and, till the ever-to-be regretted day 

_ when he was taken from us, ſhe had art 
enough ſo to rein in her natural - diſpoſi- 
tion, that a little uncertainty of temper 
was all that could be placed in the oppo- 
fite ſcale againſt her many accompliſh 
ments, and apparent good qualities, Is 
3 ü . 17 
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it then ſurprizing that our dear father, in 
his truly paternal care for his family, 
| ſhould regulate every thing as he did? 
How forcibly does that awful hour re- 
turn at this moment to my recollection, 
when, kneeling round his bed, we received 
his laſt precious bleſſing and inſtructions! 
Not a word he then uttered can-ever be 
effaced from my memory! I now feel 
the preſſure of that dear trembling hand! 
that ſoft and gentle voice now vibrates on 
my ear! Vou, my Maria, were too young 
to be fully ſenſible of your loſs; but his 
goodneſs had made ſo ſtrong an impreſ- 
ſion on your ſuſceptible heart, that you | 
fainted long before the cloſe of the awful 
ſcene. How did his eyes follow you, as 
they conveyed you out of the room! and 
the moment they loſt their object, with 
what ardour were they raiſed to heaven! 
doubtleſs, to implore a bleſſing on his 
child. At that time I forgot myſelf; 1 
: | ſhed 
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that time I have, by m 
you the independance you ſo well deſerve.” 
With claſped hands did ſhe then pro- 
nounce a ſolemn promiſe} which it now 


1 
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med not a tear; 1 grieved not; ry"whole 
foul was abſorbed in the idea of my father! 
I anxiouſly attended to each look, each 


it were engraven on my heart! Miſs Mar- 
ſhall kneeled next to, and ſupported, my 
mother. He turned his eyes on her. 
© You will, I know,” ſaid he, 4 continue - 
your care and attention to my children: 


for my ſake let it be vigilant, and extende 
1 the term uſually allotted: Do not 
ia is of age. e | 
y will, fecured' to 


mow 06k 'heart to nent rb ill See | 
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| Pando me, pardon me, dear Ara- 
bella, for the tears J have now coſt you. 


5 20pain 
& 2 
. 5 . 


1 will try to be leſs impatient; but my 


8 : temper - 
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temper is not like yours; yet Iam not un- 


| generous, or inſenſible of the kind regard 


which Texperience on every occaſion from 


you: but can I, is it pofb/e that I ſhould 
live five years longer under the dominion 
of _ {EINE ot. ESA 

5 Nav, Maria, two years will put an 
end to the principal part of your diffcul- 
ties. At eighteen you know it was our 
father's will that we ſhould, in ſome mea- 


ſure, act for ourſelves; or he would not 


have ordered an augmentation of our in- 
comes from one to three hundred pounds 
a year, to take place at that time. You 
ſee how trifling my reſtraints have been 
ſince that period: in little more than five 
months I ſhall be of age, and entirely in- 

ITO with regard to Miſs Marſhall; 


ae exert myſelf in endeav 
to leſſen the rigours of your'c confinement.” 
re | 1 Ho 
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; after. that time, I can, with more 
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% How happy are you in the near 
proſpect of compleat liberty! My tears 
will low, when I think of the ſhocking 
contraſt in our ſituations. O, that I could 
annihilate the two, nay the five next years 
of my life; for I can never be at caſe 
' while the object of my averſion dwells un- 
der the ſame roof with me.” | 


Now, indeed, Maria, you diſtreſs me. 
Did you not promiſe to be patient? Do 
not be ungrateful to that gracious Being 

| who hath beſtowed upon you ſo large a 


| ſhare of thoſe gifts and advantages, which 


| are looked up to by all his creatures a 
mr” | | 


$16 


neſs of what you ſay; and I know that 
you would be the firſt to practiſe the 


2 leſſon you kindly endeavour to enforce on 


| e but I fear 1 ſhall never. be able to 


* 1 AM ſenſible, Arabella, of he Juſt es 


1 5 8 imitate 5 
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imitate you. Leave me, however, for the 
preſent, to reflect upon what you have 
ſaid, and to try to moderate the throbbings 
of this ungovernable heart. Good night, 
dear ſiſter.“ | : 


 Aerzx/an affectionate embrace; they ſe- 

parated. Maria indulged her tears for 
ſome minutes, then endeavoured to collect 
all the conſolation ſhe could from what 
ſhe had juſt heard, undreſſed herſelf with 
ſome aſſiſtance from her maid, whoſe chat 
contributed not a little to relieve her, 
and went-to bed, where, after heaving a 
few gentle ſighs, ſhe fell into a ſleep too 
profound to be diſturbed, even by the re- 
collection of a tyrannical oa and 
five years conf 1eme nt. 


To hacia; was not 10 ſoon compoſed: 
ſhe was really diſtreſſed at the diſagree - 
able reſtraints which. were impoſed upon 


* Ze 
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her fiſter, and depo, as ſhe knew the 


extreme irritability of her temper, which, 


added to a delicate conſtitution, rendered 


her very unfit to encounter difficulties of 


any kind. When ſhe was nearly un- 
dreſſed, ſhe found herſelf fo little diſ- 


poſed to-ſleep,' that ſhe again ſeated her- 
ſelf on the ſopha, 


nd was for ſome mi- 
nutes wholly abſorbed in reflections of the 


moſt unpleaſant kind: At length, claſping 


her hands together, O, moſt dear and 


dender parent!“ ſhe exclaimed, * what 


increaſing reaſon have I every day and | 
hour to lament thy loſs! No misfortune, 


no unhappineſs, could ever have reached 
my children, had thy guardi 


ſpared for their protection! Ves, 1 b 
can be imagined of unfortunate, was in- 


cluded in that one fatal loſs ! Here ſhe 
pauſed for ſome nen and the tears 
neee J . 


ing here, bur Gat hou 
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not, in our laſt ſolemn interview, charge 
me, never, upon any occaſion; to indulge 

uſeleſs and unavailing forrow? and ſhall I, 
in lamenting thy loſs, forget to attend to 
thy inſtructions? No, beſt of men, I will, 
as far as my weak mind will permit, in 
every thing obey thee; and endeavour to 

ſtrengthen its reſolution, by reflecting un- 
Ceaſingly on thy excellent enen ne 
ne, . 


Susbaftly wiped the tears from her eyes: 
they were ready to flow again; but, deter- 
mined to get the better of her feelings, ſhe 
took from her book- caſe the laſt volume of 
the Spectator, and opening it at No. 571, 


began to read. At firſt ſhe was ſcarcely 


able to command her attention, but the 
ſubject was ſuch as could not fail to intereſt 
a mind like hers. She felt herſelf greatly 
relieved as ſne proceeded. At length her 
uneaſineſs entirely ſubſided, and her griefs 
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fled before the delightful conſciouſnefs 
that ſhe was one of the number of happy 
beings, whoſe felicity is fo well defined in 
this admirable eſſay, who rejoice in the 
continual preſence of their Maker. 


Su laid down her book, and ceaſing to 
lament a ſhort ſeparation from her earthly 
parent, looked up, with grateful confi- 
. dence, to her Father in heaven. 


* * % 
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Saba ary bins: 
CHAPTER, Iv. 


Wo 


CONTAINING A FARTHER ILLUSTRATION OF THE: 
GOODNESS OF HEART OF ARABELLA; , 


WITH Fo; TRIFLING SKETCH, OF OD LEVITY 


or MARIA. 


JOTWITHSTANDING the diſtur- 
bance of the preceding evening, 
Atibetia aroſe betimes the following day. 
She had, ever fince her reſidence in RE: 
| country, accuſtomed herſelfto early hours, 
and delighted to behold the rays of the 
ſun firſt gild the brows of the mountains, 
then the tops of the ſtately trees, and at 
length condeſcend to ſlant over the hum- 
8 ble 


„ 
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ble graſs upon the lawn, turning every 
drop of dew into a beauteous gem. Be- 
hind the eee of beech trees, 
which I have before mentioned, roſe a 
beautiful hill, crowned with oaks, the 
growth of the laſt century. Under one 
of the moſt majeſtic which aroſe i in front, 
the late Colonel had placed a ſeat; for it 
was a ſpot he was particularly fond of; 
and had the place been far lefs charming 
than it really” Was, his partiality would 
{fs have endeared it to his affectionate daugh- 
Sometimes, at early dawn, would ſhe 
262 dire her ſteps towards it, that ſhe might 
attain the eminence, and enraptured con- 
template the riſing ſun, which, to her 
raiſed imagination, ſeemed like ſome ſu- 
| blime and. benevolent being, coming; or- 
ward, in ſilent majeſty, to bleſs and en 
lighten the whole creation. Then would 
9 e feel ber heart expanded by the ſight, 
| . ai ebenen of her favou- 


* 5 : 5 | N rite 
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rite bn, call upon all nature woda her 
DO ene « ee 1 


++; 1 7 f E { . e 


ld FOR thou a pen, who! 
ſtarteſt at no difficulties, however unequal 
thou art to ſurmounting them; though thy 
breath never fails thee, my reader may 
perhaps be tired with toiling * ſo ſteep» 


— 


an aſcent, is no friend to theſe early ram 


bles, has never climbed a hill in his life, 
or been / wet with the morning, dew: If ſo, 


I beg g his pardon for engaging him in ſo 


beg an expedition, which was really 


ary, as Arabella tock a different 


e lean upon my an und; we 
vi ele hey as 


8 eee enen eee Ny Mrs: 
anfon;:A faithful and affectionate” ſer: 
vant) who :always attended her on 'theſs! 


little e eee en dell, | 
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5 THE FAIR CAMBRIANS. | 
which, though only a quarter of a mile 
beyond the park wall, and capable of 
being rendered the moſt delicious ſpot 
upon the eſtate, had hitherto been ne- 
5 ook 


a thorns property ended to a 
adden diſtance every way round his 
houſe; and he had not confined his atten- 
tion to what is generally termed the plea- 
ſure ground, but ornamented and im- 
proved, as far as it was in his power; the 
ul —— Pia upon vor ne 
the moſt extenſive proſpect, with as much 
delight as 1 if it had been his excluſive poſ- 
ſeſſion. Arabella had been the conſtant 
companion of his walks and rides; and, 
you ne g as ſhe was, he boaſted that he had 
received many uſeful hints from her in the 
formation of his grounds. He was fond 

; nn; Indicted! 
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more originality in them, than he found 
in the plans of the more experienced. 
Since his death, ſhe had amuſed herſelf 
with ſuperintending the improvements 
which he had left unfiniſhed. The ro- 
mantic dell, to which ſhe this morning di- 
rected her ſteps, had particularly attracted 
her notice; and ſhe had been employed, 
for ſome time, in directing the courſe of 
a path which was to lead through it to the 
foot of a ſteep rock, from whence a rapid 

ſtream precipitated itſelf. The place had, 

till now, been nearly inacceſſible; a ſun 
beam had ſcarce penetrated through the 
i cloſe foliage of the trees for half a century 
paſt; and the underwood was ſo thick, 
that no animals, larger than the numerous 
family of birds, who had long excluſively 
inhabited this peaceful retreat, could cafily 
get a fe . it. 535 
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ARABELLA beheld 'the path daily. ad- 
vancing towards the rock with a high de- 
gree of pleaſure; ; and fat down on the 
root of a tree to reſt herſelf, and obſerve 
its progreſs, when one, of the workmen 
came for farther orders followed by a boy, 
who appeared to be about nine years old. 
« Are you come hither, little fellow,” 
_cricd ſhe, 2 . to aſſiſt in cutting down the 
og of 
„ Is would fain do fo, madam,” 
anſwered his father, © but he was juſt now 
ſo near lopping off one of his arms, that he, 
muſt, leave, his work, I believe, and . be ; 
content to ſtay at, home till he} is more able. a 5 
0 Yor it is a : pity.” replied Arabella, 
« to repreſs the firſt dawnings, of ſo va- 
luable a quality as induſtry. Come hi- 
ther, my dear; if you have a mind to work, 
I will employ you: What ſay you?? 
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Tux child advanced flowly towards her, 
yet appeared highly delighted. 


ec ke 1 1 but Jam the biggeſt 
all but Billy.“ 


9 8 0 1 Billy, and all the reſt, 
with you here to-morrow morning. I 


have ſweet-briars, ſnou-drops, daffodils, 


and many other things to diſperſe about 
this place; and, I think, if we can get 
tools of à proper ſize, Johnſon and I 


| ſhall be able to direct you, and you r little 


companions, how and where to plant 
them. Will you be ſure to come?“ 
. | oh 


« AYE, that I'will, and Bill and Pa.” 


© Taar's my good boy. Be ſure to 


come early and if you work hard, I will - 
Ps” D 2 Rs 8 
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give you 1 a ay among you for 
R 


% Hzaven bleſs you, my good lady,” 
cried the poor man. © Why dont you thank 
. Rene 1 

A Bo ſo low that che Hot, which was 
lifted up behind, roſe to a level with the 
bending head, and a ſmiling look, ex- 

preſſed at once his gratitude and pleaſure, 

| and OS to his father, | e 


« that's x canlils it ; for Bill and I 
| ſet the honey-ſuckle and old man by our 
houſe, beſides 8 the e laſt 
week. t e „ . 
| Anke ELLA, pleaſed with his readineſs, 
gave him fixpence, as an earneſt of her 
future favour, which turned the ſmile into 
abroadgrin, and compleated his happineſs. 
oo _—_ TR 
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Tus nhl hour of returning. was now 
arrived; and, after walking along as far 
as the path extended, and giving ſome fur- 
ther orders about it, Arabella, and her 
attendant, aſcended the ſteep bank which 
led to the park, but had ſcarcely reached 
the top, before. they beheld Maria coming 

to meet them. 


7 1 Hs Wc it, my love, that you 
axe up ſo early? cried Arabella. This 
walk is really a ſurpriſing exertion. 1 
: hope it hath not ariſen from uncaſiaeſs, 
from a to Ds £4 


10 Wur no, not entirely,” and ered 
7 Maria; « yet I ſpent no very comfortable 

night; and I feel that I ſhall never be 
able to bear, with patience, the grievan- 
ces which torment me hourly; yet 1am 
| more reaſonable than I was laſt night, and 
came out thus carly, on purpoſe to have an 
oppertunity of talking to you a little more 
F on 


———ͥ ͤ ũũ— oe I; 
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on the ſubject, while ſleep cloſes the 23 
of my a Argus.” 


Lila Au what, my Beer Maria, can I do 
for you? Expreſs but a wiſh within the 
compaſs of my power, and affure yourſelf 4 
of its completion. I will, with pleaſure, 
wy up the party at Abberhonvy.” „ 


« No; ; Tam far from being ſo ungene- 
Tous as to find a pleaſure in leſſening the 
5 number of your amuſements. Had 1 tho | 
| liberty you have, I would take ten, aye a 
thouſand times as many. Beechwood 
ſhould not long be my habitation: at leaſt 
my excurſions from it ſhould occupy three 
tourths of my time; and I would view my 
home in the only light in which a woman 
of ſpirit would ever wiſh to behold it, as a 
retreat in which I might reſt after one de- 
lighrful round of pleaſure, till I had con- 
trived another. But, alas! this is fo. 
VVV 


* 
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reign to my preſent purpoſe. All that I 
can, for a long time, hope for, is a miti- 
gation of my preſent rigorous confine- 
ment. You fay you will exert your power 


for me: do then prevail upon my mother 


to invite Mrs. Harley, who, I have juſt 
heard, is now at Cowbridge, to come and 


ſpend a month or two with us. I know: 


| the is no favourite of yours: her conduct 
may not, in all reſpects, perhaps, be 
ſtrictly juſtifiable; but ſhe- is certainly 
very amuſing; and her influence over Miſs 

Marſhall, which I know I can direct as 1 
| pleaſe, will give me a number of indul- 
gencies.” 


« T wobl her they were procured by 
any other means;” interrupted Arabella. 


ec You really diſtreſs me by this requeſt.” 


« Bur do not refuſe it, dear ſiſter. In- 


5 deed it is 1 55 only plan I can think of to 


D . 
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make the ſummer tolerably chearful; ” 
Tam ſure ſhe can procure permiſſion for- 
me to be of all your partics; inſtead of 
which, if you can be ſo cruel as not to 
_ oblige me, my fate will be to fit mopeing 
or crying over my books and harpſichord, 
day after day, and week aſter week,” | 


„ Turn you mean that ſhe. ſhall ſtay | 
the whole ſummer; but your intention, 
in that reſpect, is of no great conſequence; . 
for, when once here, i it will be no caſy taſk | 
to remove her: her fortune renders it con- 
venient; and her rage for amuſement 
highly deſirable to her to live any where 
rather than at home.” f 

185 © Nay, 5 | cried Maria, « if ye you are _ 4 
termined to refuſe me the only conſolation | 
my ſituation will admit of om vialent | 
burſt of tears LT ſtopt her utterance. 


EGS 
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« Rep USE,” replied Arabella, in a ten- 
der tone: © you are ſenſible that L can re- 
refuſe you nothing. I know not whether 
Jam not too eaſily prevailed upon, by the 
importunities of thoſe I love, to act againſt, 
my own judgment: I ſhall do fo' by in- 
dulging you in the preſent inſtance. Mrs. 
Harley is a woman I by no means like; 
and I am convinced ſhe is a moſt impro- 
per companion for my Maria. Do there- 
fore oblige me by giving up the ſcheme.” 
„ IX DERD, indeed 1 cannot,“ anſwered . 
Maria. My heart was never more ea- 
gerly ſet upon any thing; and if you will 
but this once comply with my humour, 1 
uill be ruled by you in every thing, and 
try to be content and happy.” 45 ] 


3 . . 
- + SES 2 bd: 1 : 1 4 » 


Aranerta-could.refit no longer; but 

was reluctantly prevailed upon to pro- 

miſe, to make the deſired requeſt to her 
EE TE! Sn mother 
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mother that very morning, which in an 
inſtant raiſed the ſpirits of her ſiſter to a 
high pitch. A fluſh of pleaſure glowed 
in her cheeks: ſhe thanked her, over and 
over, for her kindneſs ; and, fondly hang- 
ing on her arm, entertained her, all the 
way home, with projects which Mrs. Har- 
| ley was to affiſt her in realizing, and 
which were to be equally mortifying to 

| her e e an 1 to herſelf. 


Dag 


: Wu 255 reached the 1 ef 7 
were informed thar Miſs Marſhall had 
been waiting for them, in the breakfaſt 
; parlour, at leaſt ten minutes; and the firſt. 
glance of her eye convinced them that ſhe 
was highly offended. 1 8 5 


« So, ladies, you are at 6 
I wiſh you had been conſiderate enough 
to have conſulted your watches, which, it 
1s ane ö have n you that 

nine 
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nine o*clock has been long ſince Patt and 
as, notwithſtanding the delicate ſtate of 
my health; and the very ſmall portion of 
reſt which the night affords me, I gene- 
rally contrive to leave my room at ſo early 
an hour, I think Miſs Dorville might 
condeſcend to finiſh her morning ramble, 
and meet me by that time, particularly as 
you know I always feel extremely weak 
and exhauſted till I have taken ſome re- 
freſhment.” Oh! thought Maria, that 
thy malice was weak, and thy ill-nature 
cxhauſted.- — 

 ARABEELA rather pitied her it temper 
than reſented the effects of 1t;. and, be- 
ginning to make the tea, told her, with 
great ſweetneſs, that ſhe was till then 
quite unconfeious of having exceeded her 
uſual time, aud Was ſorry 1 ſhe had deen 
| WII lethal | | ; 
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„ Bur pray, Miſs Maria,” ſaid the 


8 | | | cc | 
Kill frowning governeſs, © how come you 


to exert yourſelf ſo wonderfully this morn- 
Ing? is the whim of early riſing come 
upon you: go: Then, without waiting for 


an anſwer, « Rome, Rome, come hither, 


my pretty creatu re. O, you ſweet fellow, 
come to your tea. Nu, at leaſt, look 
pleaſantly upon me, and are not too ſullen 
to eat your breakfaſt. Then turning to 
her pupil, « I FEY I am not to be 
favoured with an n anſwer.” 4; 4 lt 

« You 8 give m me an opportunity | 

'to make one, Madam,” idols aired 


| 177 1 n Romeo,” proceeded; Miſs - 


7 3] 1 Sap . 1 x 7 
7 LS 1 * 5 1 5 1 T * 
WH 


| Marſhall, * * refuſe. to eat from my hand; = 


perverſe. little animal! O fie, fie.” He 
ſnapt at her fingers. Well, well, dont 
be ee LE will not force thee, poor, 

. | pretry | 
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pretty creature. At the concluſion of 
this eloquent harangue ſhe gave him ſe- 
. veral tender careſſes, and, placing him on 
her arm, ſuddenly roſe, and, ſpilling half 
a boyl of tea over the table, hurried, out 
of the room. 


* * 

5 

ES} * 
LY 


© Weir, Arabella, What ſay you te 
this ill-bred inſolence? Is it to be borne?” 


Bonxxꝝ it muſt be; ſo we may as 


. Anp ſo it ſhall in the preſent in- 
1 ce, at leaſt,” s cried. Maria ;, + for [ a 
will have a little diverſion with fo when 
ſhe returns. She often torments, and, 
for once, ſhall amuſe me. You look ſur- 
| priſed; but you ſhall ſee how delightfully 
PLIERS her. - © Come, ſweet Miſs Mar- 
bly uy be all good humour and 


compliſance, even with me, in the courſe 
11 8 . Py . L „ 
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of the next ten minutes.” Then tunning 
to the door, ſhe opened it, and, ſvon after 
hearing her advancing, ſhut it gently, laid 
her finger on her lips, and, with a look of 
mock ſolemnity, re- ſcated herſelf at the 


table. The governeſs entered humming 


a tune, and, without taking the leaſt no- 


tice of tlie fillets, placed herſelf x near a 
window, and took n eee k 


aet (Gy! yu will write HtitnGiareh9 to i * 


vite Mrs. Harley Fere, LE cried Maria, | 
"94 if 1 deſire i I. 5 
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Tur review was inſtantly laid n 
« Too gay!” cried Miſs Marſhall, ow 
ly; « Is that poſſible?ꝰ 8 


4 vn poſſible, conſidering the hu- 


mour I have been in of late. I think 1 


ſhall ſoon contract an averſion for amuſe- 
ments of every kind.” 


Bur this unreaſonable gravity ought 


not to be indulged,” replied the gover- 
neſs, in a ſoft tone. Mrs. Harley's live- 
lineſs will aſſiſt greatly in diſſipating it. 
The Major, too, will, of courſe, ſpend 
more time with us, when his ſiſter is here; 


and do were always fond of his ſociety. eG 


« War, chat is very true. Major 
Berkley will certainly be glad to ſpend as 


many hours as he can every day with ſo 
ntear a relation, whom he has ſcarce ſeen” 


for the laſt three years. But of what con- 


%% -' / y- logan. 
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64 
ſequence will all this be to me, who am 
debarred from the participation of. any. 
| kind of pleaſure?” 


I C Nav, my dear, you know it has been | 
entirely out of my regard to your delicate 
conſtitution, and uneven ſpirits, that I 
have done myſelf the violence to deny you ; 
any thing; and if you find yourſelf de- 
preſſed and unwell, inſtead of being be- 


nefited by my Nan we muſt alter N 
little. +49 5) IP IMS Sang 121 . 1 


wy 2 . very 11 1 and may 1 
iN hope for more indulgence than I have bh e 
e ae e e e 


7 Nov may N yourſelf fi every 
thing within my power; and the altera- . 
tion mall commence on the very 1 that - 


8 
** 
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x: © WELL, I amextremely abliged to you; 
bak: ſtill continue doubtful about the pro- 
priety of inviting her. Perhaps the 
Major will think Arabella does it in 
compliment to n, and Peru upon it. 
ap Now youare quite abſurd, Miſs Maria. 

Your ſiſter has too much underſtanding to 
imagine viſits and attentions, which the 
diſcerning part of the world are pleaſed to 
lay to FP RON intended for her?” 42 


F 


3 & - ow 1 PIR not 8 n my e own 
obſervation; but every body ſays Berkley 
is dying for her; and it would certainly 
be a tacit encouragement to. the report, 
and to him, to invite his ſiſter here. Ll 
Far poor governeſs. loſt al oo 
and was going to reply with aſperity, but 
ſuddenly. recollecting that further oppo- 
lion would a ſerve to ſtrengthen Ma- 
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Tia's ſuppoſed objections, her countenance 
Toftened in an inſtant, and, after telling 
her ſhe hoped and believed the would alter 
her opinion, left the room in the moſt 
nay apparent wy humour. 


MARIA could ſcarce ſtifle a tavgh lt 
the was out of hearing; but running up 


to her fiſter, threw her arms round her 


neck, And fearing herſelf on the fopha by 
her, « Was not this excellent?“ cried ſhe. 


N How beautifully her complexion changed 


from brown to red, and then again to 
brown! and her eyes how animated! Well, 

e neee her to have a moſt 
expreſſive countenance "Thank you for 
the little afſiſtance you gave me; it was A 
great deal for you. I never knew a girl g 
without a grain of taſte for miſchief but 
yourſelf. Vou have no joy but in corn- 


municating pleafure, which 1 think he 
mont 1 thing in che NUM 7 092 


„ Town,” - 


— 
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„I own,” replied Arabella, „ Mifs | 
Marſhall deſerves to do pennance for 


her treatment of you. She is the moſt 
ſelfiſh of women; but yet T wiſh you took 
leſs i in teazing even her:“ 


—— 


O, bo not attempt to reprsus me. I 


am ſo charmed with her civility, and the 
cauſe of it, that I will love you for ever, 


if you will enable me to prolong her 


anxiety and mortification. Do not ſay a \ 


word about che invitation to my mother 
till to-morrow, and I ſhall have the plea- 
ſure of perplexing her about it all to-day, 
| Nay, my dear girl, do not look fo grave: 
ſurely this is a very allowable. degree of 
retaliation: do promiſe to indulge me Aa 
little longer.” Tu | 


„ Mosr readily will I ſuſpend writing 
to Mrs. Harley; though I wiſh you had a 


better motive for deſiring it. I moſt ſin- 
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5 cerely wiſh you would reſolve to diſappoint 
Miſs Marſhall entirely, by releaſing me 
from my promiſe of writing at all: in- 
_ deed it would greatly oblige me. 


« O, THAT I poſitively cannot: ſo if 
you have any compaſſion or good-nature, 
you will ceaſe to aſk it. But hark! the 
clock ſtrikes ten; a fignal at which I 
ſtart - and ſcud away as fearfully as the 
DoF forlorn ghoſt at the crowing of the 


Cock! Governeſs, pens, pencils, books, 


globes, and harpſichord—O horrible aſ- 
 ſemblage!—all await me -I come, I 
come! - and away ſhe ran, leaving M 
ſiſter half amuſed, and half diftrelſed;: by 1 5 

ber renden. levity. e e 


3 


CHAPTER. 
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V 


14 
: 


IN WHICH THE READER WILL BE ENTERTAINED 


| WITH THE CHARACTERISTIC PORTRAITS OF 
5 "LADY ANNE COVURTENEY, : 


AND HER e DAUGHTER, 


- nutes, entirely abſorbed in reflec- 
tion: for ſtrange as it may appear, that 
a lady at her time of life, with every thing 
generally eſteemed deſirable in her power, 


ſhould give herſelf the fatigue of ' thinking | . 
upon any ſubject, it is certain that ſne 
had ſo. long accuſtomed herſelf to chat 
unfaſhionable 
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_unfaſhionable occupation, that it was ac- 
tually become habitual to her; and „ What 
is ſtill more extraordinary, ſhe was deſi- 
rous that her mind ſhould be even 2/ fully 
employed. Strange ideas theſe for a 
beautiful heireſs of twenty. That a per- 
ſon, ſo ſituated, ſhould be, in the full ex- 
tent of the word, a rational being, is; in- 
deed, wonderful: but ſurpriſing things do 
ſometimes happen; and I intreat my rea- 
der not to be certain that a thing is im- 
7 poſſible, becauſe. be has never witneſſed f | 


the like with Ray own eyes. 


ARABALIA * ell and adi 
whether her mother was up; and being 
anſwered in the affirmative, attended her, 


according to her uſual cuſtom, in her 
dreſſing room. Mrs. Dorville was ſitting 
in an eaſy chair, drinking chocolate, by 
| the ſide of a large fire, which; notwith- 
= eee of the ſea - 
| | 3 e ö ſon, ; 
N \ 
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ſon, ſhe thought abſolutely neceſſary, as 
ſhe was informed the wind was ſtill in the 
fame chilling point. * How do yau do, 


A 


my dear madam?” cried Arabella, as ſhe - 
approached her: how did Fou re laſt : 


bahay 


* Yo ingifferently, my love; very, 
poorly indeed. I need not return the 
queſtion: the roſes. on. your cheeks, inform. 
me that vo have no ſleeplels, nights, 
How! is. Maria; 


. 


1 ff 


8 * Inmore than uf iris 1 Joined 


E's 
* oa I. F * 


9 1 Ales to „ Mrs. 
1 Dory ile, heaving, a deep ſighh. © I_ wiſh, 
| 1 could boaſt of any amendment. i in mine; 

but I. Am, if Poſſible, More. languid than 
ever: hay. 6 ſhall. be able to go through: 


the day, I cannot imagine.” 
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„ WIII you permit me to read to 
you?” I am ſure you will be amuſed with 
Mr. Har yy $ Sere ena; it is e eharmitg 
W 5 nr 


* ANoOrHRER time, perhaps, I may; but, 
at preſent, I can attend to nothing. If 


the ſun continues to ſhine, I think I will 
take an airing at one o'clock; and ze you 


have no other engagement, I hope you 


_ will accompany me: till then, my dear, I 


will dif penſe with your attendance.” Ara- 
bel la ſignified her ready compliance, and 


immediately withdrew from her mother's 
apartment. She went into the ſhrubbery,' 
| and directed what plants and flowers ſhe 
| would have taken up to employ her young 


ment her favourite 


| urers, and orn 


dell; but gave no orders for the diſpoſition 
of them, r 
ſelf for chat 


5 olving to be on the {| pot her- 
rpoſe waeren rnd 
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as the appointed time ſhe attended her 


view to the coach; and the day was ſo 
delightfully fine, that even Mrs. Dorville 
could not help acknowledging that it was 
about a mile, owned that ſhe found her- 
ſelf refreſhed. She did more, ſhe thought 


herſelf equal to going a whole mile further 


to pay a viſit to her neighbour Lady Anne 
Courteney. Arabella, aſtoniſhed at her 
reſolution, gave orders to the ſervant to 


rived: ſoon after, and were uſhered into a 
parlour, where all the apparatus for break 
faſt was placed in readineſs, but no one 
came down to partake of it. In a few 
minutes, however, Miſs Courteney made 
her appearance, equipped ina riding habit, 
which was her conſtant morning dreſs; 
and addreſſing them with her uſual free- 
dom, * You muſt certa inly think us the 
* creatures in the world; and 1 will 
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not ſay a word i in vindication of my mo- 
cher: ſhe muſt, at all events, plead guilty 
to the charge: but, for myſelf, I aſſure 


you I have been up more than an hour. 


I always make it a rule to viſit my favou- 
rite horſe the firſt thing in the morning; 


chan uſual with him; for we took ſo long 


a ride yeſterday, that we were obliged to 


get on at an amazing rate, to be at home 
in any tolerable time, and part of the 


road being very ſtony, it has. abſolutely 
- lamed the dear creature—Was it not very 
unfo * late?“ r 5 ES. 


7 
3 


1 ee of that kind will ſome- 
e e eee eee 


„CCC 5 
e + 


06 Bur this, was 3 nen 
for we had reſolved UPON! going to Corth- | 
wann common this morning, where I was 
to have trotted a race with Major Berkley. 
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He has the aſſurance to think his Gipiley 
will out do my Nabob, which I am poſi- 
tive he cannot. Mr. Courteney and he 
have laid a large wager about it; but it 
cannot now be decided to day, which is: 
exceſſively provoking ; but, what- is Kill, 


worſe, I ſhall have nothing to ride but a 


frightful little poney for, I ſuppoſe, a, 


fortnight to come; for I dare ſay Lady 


Anne would not lend me her's if I was to 
kneel to her; and for my father's hunters, 
I eight as well alk for 0 of his teeth. 
15 You are in a moſt unfortunate pre 
dicament,"” 1 858 Arabella, e 


* 


U e ern indeed, {ior ; 


Miſs Courteney. I really don't know 
What I ſhall do. How I envy you that 
beautiful cheſnut! So idle a rider can 
ſcarce be ſaid to deſerve ſo ſpirited an ani- 
mal. I think I never ſaw you exceed a 
8 E VV | e | 
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canter, but that one time when Victoria 


vas run away with, and ſo near being de- 


moliſhed. To be ſure I behaved exceſ- 
fively ill on that occaſion; but, if my life 
had depended upon it, I could not have 


helped laughing. You fled like lightning 


to the place where ſhe was thrown. I 


by - 


think: I never ſaw a horſe go at bag ria 
ful a pace.” 


** 2 


Ir is not merely the exerciſe of ri- 


ding that I enjoy,” replied Arabella, 


« when I take an airing; the ſcenes 
around us are ſo beautiful and various, 
that 1 find a never ceaſing pleaſure in 
viewing 1 

og Wer,” clic Miſs Feen 5 Pro- | 
frets are to me, at beft, but lifeleſs, un- 
interefting things. But how you can 


43 poſſibly be amuſed with the ſame dull re- 


ah Les 
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FOI of wood 5 and water-falls, 


over : 
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over and over again, is . ne, 

ful.” 

Ar this inſtant Lady Anne entered, ha- 
bited in the moſt careleſs diſhabille. In- 
deed, her cloaths could hardly be ſaid to 
be put on at all; for ſhe had ſcarce allowed 
herſelf a ſeparate pin for each article. 
After politely expreſſing the pleaſure ſhe 


felt from Mrs. Dorville's unexpected viſit, 


ſhe apologized for not being in readi- 
neſs to receive them; © but Miſs Courte- 
ney has probably informed you,” procee- 


ded ſhe, © that we had a moſt fatiguing 


expedition yeſterday, which, C 
indiſpoſed us for early rifing this morning. 


Have you breakfaſted? Lou will drink | 


chocolate, 1 . Where is Miſs SOR eo? 


cc Sus e 10 the 1 5 [ | Ig wh. 
her governela,: ' replied Mrs. bo 
Fand. indeed a large art of 2 even- 
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1 


ing, for I wiſh her to attend very ' cloſely 
Wi to her improvements.” 


WH © < Quvrre tho 0 in my opinion, 


85 reſumed her Ladyſhip. © She is nearly 
the fame age with Mifs Courteney, and I 


ſhould think it a high degree of cruelty to 
confine ber. Indeed, turning to her 
| daughter, and laughing, 1 fancy * 

35 mende a it 1 no fas, Alk. * 
4 e e you ERP the trial, mamma, 
2 or one - month, to ſee how I ſhall 
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© . - Xp w_— my EW? 3 1 "ET mr too vel 
t venture 1 ſhould expec 
. ſerve; to hear, that you had Te, Je 


pariſh, * Before half that time was over.“ 
2 both mother and daughter laughed 
=aloud.. a? Dorville) was a little _—_— . 


| bl ., + - half pay lieutenant, or the curate of the 
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your: Ladyſhip's mode of Senta and 
mine have always been eſſentially Ane 
rent: but, in matters of f uch 
every mother ſhould be _— by her 
own IO eh 


e Card oi ſhe ſhoutd,” replied Lady 
Anne; and I am ſure every body muſt 
allow that Miſs Dorvilles do infinite cre- 
dit to your's. I think I hear Berkley co- 
ming. Pray, Julia, rally him on his early 
riſing.“ This obedient daughter roſe in- 
pe and ede him at on vos 
2 es Stur 1 is 0 great an 
exertion. Here's my watch; it is little 
more than two o clock b · 


« Fairy, Madam,” replied he, « I 
never think of time when E am here. The 
- Tower laſt days have appeared but two mo- 


2 „ how 


8; the: preſent will be the ſ⸗ 8 ex and 85 
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how is it poſſible to render ſo ſhort a pe- 


riod deſirable? Good morning to your 
Ladyſhip. Then turning to the viſitants, 


« this is an unhoped- for happineſs: the 
fair inhabitants of the park are ſo ſeldom 
to be ſeen without its pale, that I muſt 
put this day ! in me liſt af fortunate 85 
ones. 


=” Aud pray,” cried Miſs Courteney, 
* how many of thoſe have you generally 
in the courſe of a e n ee 


He: Ir 1 in your * to make them 
| three hundred and ſixty-five: but what a 
deduction muſt I make for thoſe long 
dreary months yuh en in London laſt 


3 
. 


winter! * 


8. : Lins: Ireary months, i replied Miſs * 
urteney. O, you wretch, for ſo miſ- 


2 5 " y ; A - 
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| THE FAIR CAMBRIANS» 31 
my life. Indeed, our exiſtence here, in 
Wales, can hardly be termed ſo. Don't 
you doat upon the town diverſions,” turn- 
ing to Miſs Dorville? 


giving a ki aden of ne bur a 
are generally hurried over in too quick a 
ſucceſſion, and, by that means, the agree- 
able effect, which each would ſingly pro- 
duce is loſt, upon the whole. T 
„WII,“ returned Miſs Courteney, 
7 that is to me what gives A, zeſt to all. 
A concert, a ball, a rout, and a ſupper, 
made the dull amuſement of four even- 
ings, would vapour one to death: I would 
as ſoon ſit at home and talk politics, or 
1 read ſermons.” —Here the Major. and 
2 Lady Anne laughed aloud But eroud 
them all into one Gs and they are en- 
| whoming!” yer ray 5 
% Balver 


1 
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* Bravo! braviſſimo! cried Berkley: 
this is ſpirit! I tremble for the poor 
right honourable who is to have the ho- 
nour of your hand in marriage. Heaven 
grant him a double portion of ſobriety | 
and prudence, for his better half will not 
deal in either of thoſe articles. Are we 
to have the happineſs of meeting you, 
Madam, and Miſs Dorville, at rn! s, 
on RY N 
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00 ente will be there. My ſpirits 
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5 sr r to "enjoy s a e, e DR. 
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1906 Wa; 1 find all ale enniney are to 
ve aſſembled, and we are to have a ball. 
Some hints of the matter were com- 
mu nicated to me three weeks: or a month 
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„ THAx is not at all furprifing,” cried 

her Ladyſhip. “ The lady of the houſe 

would certainly take care to ſecure her 
ov partner in good time.” 


O, rartn, I am the worſt dancer in 
the world; and if ſuch is Miſs: Lewis's 
intentions, there is only one method that 
can enable me to go through the night 
| with tolerable ſpirit, and that 18 ſecuring i 
one of theſe fair ladies for a partner. 
Surely you will not be ſo cruel as to refuſe 
me. Conſider, if I do not go into the 
room an engaged man, the evident riſk. 1 
run of being given up, for the evening, 


the miſerable victim of age and uglineſs. 
Sure J fee a gentler fate in the aa 
N of Miss n e gps: | 


— 


* 


{46 „No, Sirg! gk ow 45 Fe ſl 
dag you to your deftiny whatever i it may 


be; and am determined not to derange 
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Miſs Lewis's Plan, ifſhe has really formed 
one,” | e l 5 „ 4 


06 Then,” refernid lim ” 1 muſt place 
my whole reliance here,” taking Miſs 
Courteney's hand, which ſhe haſtily with- 
drew, piqued that he had not firſt 8 
do her ö 

Nox of your ſecond- rate offers, I 
beſeech you, ſaucy creature. Miſs Lewis, 
FE ugly as ſhe is, is too good for you; and 1 
hope you will be obliged to dangle with 
—_= from: pigs at —_ till four in the 
| Hzaven, atk a "A cried bike. « ” | 
| would. as ſoon broil upon a gridiron! 7 
Never truſt me if I am not amply re- 
venged upon you, for harbouring ſo hor- 
rible an idea, nn. this wen is en | 


Mas, 


— . — 7 
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Mrs. Dorville, perceiving, through a 
window, Mr. Courteney, and ſeveral other 
gentlemen, coming towards the houſe; 
determined to put an end to her viſit, and 
avoid the fatigue of ſpeaking to them. 
She accordingly roſe, and bid Lady Anne 
and her daughter adieu. The Major at- 
tended them to their coach, and ſaid, in 
a low voice, to meg as they paſt 
through the hall, What a treat! What 
freſhme "I day ſpent at Beech- 
wu: be, after the noiſe and nonſenſe of 
this place! How'long will the next maſs 
e hours F . 


ſatirically, . 4 can a en he 
ys: SE a DS, 
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Tur coach drove away; and he could 
| To intimate the contrary, by aten 
himfelf into a penſive attitude, ang "Ong 
his Hand In his breaſt. 

. „ en 
oy Ti EY  ulrivel at "I wy A Wen time 
before dinner; and, while Arabella was 
dreſſing, Maria came into the room in 
the gayeſt humour imaginable. O, 1 
have had the pleaſanteſt morning you can 
. conceive: I have been ſo complimented, 
ſ flattered, that I begin to fancy myſelf 
all perfection. C Our not having ſeen Berk- 
ley for the laſt three days, alarms poor 
Miſs Marſhall exceſſively. She fears he 
has formed ſome new attachment, and 1: 18 
more eager than you can imagine ro get 
his fiſter here. We ſhall have diverſion. 

without end when ſhe comes. All the 
Awning compliments, which ſhe is now 
Uiſpoſed" to pay me, will then be 
ferred to her; and ſhe will receive ; 
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them with ſuch gravity, and return them 
with ſo much humour! = 


„ Doxs ſhe was; then, . you have 
reſolved to aſk Mrs. es * 1 


„I Hav given her great hope but 

no wan aſſurance nnn 

18 Wer L, as you have tp yielded 

to her perſuaſions, ſhe will, perhaps, treat 

you with more lenity, at leaſt for ſome 
en een account.” 23 in} vi 


* 


10 Oe hoe: it will be more than I 
expect. It is far more probable that, 
the moment ſhe has gained her point, her 

temper will return to its natural moroſe- 
neſs. Lou have frequently tried to ſoften 

* her by kindneſs, by valuable preſents, and 

by a degree of ſubmiſſion which ſhe had 
no right to exact: and now tell me truly, 


wms FAIR CAMBR IANS. 
had any of theſe methods even a e 
rary good effect: 25215 | 


11 fer Ss I cannot boaft that they ever 
had; ſhe is the moſt impenetrable of hu- 
man eh 77 e 


on Then, Pl: ar Bella, ſuffer me to play a 
few tricks upon her when the widow comes. 
I aſſure you they ſhall be perfectly harm- 

4. 1 ONLY ben theſls effect on your own 
mind. To take delight in tormenting 
even a malicious being, is, in a degree, to 
imitate ber; and would my Maria wiſh 

to reſer >-woman who is her aver- 
Hon, . the muſt own the very work 
eee ä 555 


_— the hs all rings —Pray 
Tue 


«4 
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put on a ſmiling look, or bor cam Miſs 

Marſhall will think you are loſing your 
| ſpirits as well as me, and, ſweet, fender 
eras nine be r lvcenſolable.” 


Ar dinner all was „ on the 
part of Miſs Marſhall; and, willing to 
fecure the invitation as ſoon as poſſible, 
while Maria continued in the Tame hu- 
mour, ſhe mentioned the ſcheme to Mrs. 
Dorville, cunfeſſing her fondneſs for Mrs. 
Harleyꝰ's ſociety, and hoping ſhe could ** 
no GEN to her mn. 


«4, 1 „ an- 5 
ſuertd Mrs. Dorville. I feel myſelf 
unable to contribute towards the amuſe- 
ment of any one; but if ſne wiſhes to 
invite 4 of her friends, ae 


8 — — rn — — 1 
——— — 
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MARIA looked archly at her ſiſter, and 
was ſtrongly tempted to croſs a plan which 


occaſioned ſuch triumph to her enemy; 


but recollecting that it was poſlible her 


mother might join in any objections that 


fhe raiſed, and well knowing that Ara- 
bella would not combat them, ſhe durſt 
not venture, leſt her new raiſed hopes 
ſhould, in a moment, be levelled with the 
ground. All, therefore, went on as the 
governeſs wiſned. A conciſe letter of 
| invitation was written by "Arabella, : 3s 

ſoon as they roſe from table; and, to 
indulge Maria's impatience, diſpatched 
by a purpoſe meſſenger, who was to bring 
an anſwer that night. Miſs Marſhall 
was ſo perfectly ſatisfied with the arrange 
ment of the whole affair, that, to the. 


great aſtoniſhment. of the ſiſters, her g 
humour continued, without the en 


interruption, during the remainder of the 
day. „„ N 
. 7 CHAPTER 


* 


THE FAIR CAMBRIANSs - 94 


"CHAPTERIV. 


.__—— 


WHERE THE READER WILL BE INTRODUCED TO 
2 AR ACQUAINTANCE WITH MRS, HARLEY, 
WHO MAKES A DISTINGUISHED FIGURE. IN THE 


Wes. 


- FOLLOWING PAGES. 1 TED 


. RABELLA RP nigh her ap- 
 Spointment, the next morning, with 


her little expectants, at the dell. They 
were all eagerneſs to execute her com- 
mands; and ſhe felt a real pleaſure in 
contemplating their innocent and happy 


countenances, and the joyous avidity with 


which they attended to her directions. 


On her way home, Mrs. Johnſon inform- 
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ed her that Mrs. Harley was expected at 
Beechwood that night. Sure you are 
- miſtaken,” cried ſhe; „ for I mentioned 
no particular time in my note, only faying 
the chaiſe ſhould attend her any day that 
ſhe would fix. Maria received her anſwer; 
and I had ſo little doubt concerning its 
contents, that I did not aſk her a ſingle 
queſtion.” ; 
+ Miss Maria, Madam, 1 8 what to 
expect; for ſhe ſent a meſſage yeſterday, 
by James, to ſay how eagerly ſhe expected 
her; and how much it would —__ her, 
if ſhe could! contrive to come to night 


4 


AN. 8 an impatient cmd: EX= 
i ee « I do all i in my power 
to moderate it; but my efforts are more 
than counteracted by Miſs Marſhall, who, 
by continual oppaſition, keeps her mind 
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in a ſtate of irritability very unfavourable 


to my wiſhes.” 


Hers all converſation, between Arabella 


and her attendant, ceaſed till they arrived 


near the houſe, when ſhe gave orders 
that the chaiſe ſhould be ſent immediately 
to Cowbridge, and an apartment prepared 


for the reception of their expected gueſt. 


0 entering the breakfaſt parlour, ſhe 
was ſurprized to ſee Major Berkley ſeated 
on the ſopha 7c#-a-tere with Miſs Mar- 


ſhall. He aroſe fomewhat haſtily as ſhe | 


entered; but his countenance remained 
immoveable, though that of his compa- 
nion underwent many alterations, and ap- 


proaching Miſs Dorville, „Heaven be 


_ praiſed,” cried he, I have made my 


eſcape from that houfe of riot, ' breathe. 
_ this pure air, and once more baſk in the 


ſunſhine of your eyes. Charming Miſs 
Dorville, 


r 
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Dorville, when I gaze upon that gentle: 
and benignant countenance, when I view 
the roſes which temperance and exerciſe 


are daily renewing on your cheeks, and 


the lovely compoſure ſpread over the 
whole, which ſpeaks the happy ſtate of 


the bright inhabitant of that ſweet form, 


how I deteſt the ſenſeleſs noiſe, and fati- 
guing levity, with which every hour at 


Llangorwel is filled! How does the con- 


_ traſt heighten my ſenſe of your perfec- 
tions, and averſion for their folly!” 


Ta Max; Mom 2 cried Arabella, hs 


not ſtop ſo ſoon. I expected a whole 
ſtring of compliments, and you have ex- 
hauſted your ſtock already.” 


« Ah, Madam! whoever attempts to 
do juſtice to your merits, muſt even fall 
infinitely ſhort, for they are innumerable, 
and the theme. of courſe inexhauſtible.” 
. 85 8 Tux 
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Tux ſuppoſe we lay it aſide both at 
preſent and in future. I aſſure you I am 
truly weary of the ſubject; and as it is one 
you own yourſelf unequal to, you muſt 


appear to a diſadvantage in its diſcuſ- 
lion.” 


« Bur I take ſuch pleaſure, ſuch ex- 
quiſite delight in it; and it muſt be ſo fa- 
cinating, ſo intereſting to every ear but 
your's—'Tis a theme the very gods might 
look down from Olympus and envy me. 


O,“ cried Arabella, laughing, “ your 
flights are quite too high for Beechwood. 
You are apt to forget the proprieties of 
time and place. I dare. ſay that ſpeech 
went off amazingly well, about half paſt 
titer. laſt night, at FOO cp 


8 No, bt BY Dk at my 1 
15 ther e was little occaſion for compliments 
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at that time. Miſs Julia's taſte is not 


ſo-ſqueamiſh— Not merely words pleaſe 
e * 8 


„ 
S- +3 3X 5 Ss i. 


- ARABELLA rang for breakfaſt; and ſoon 


after Maria made her appearance; and, as 


if by mere accident, placed herſelf at 


table berween Berkley and ber governeſs. 


t Pray, my dear,“ cried the latter, change 


© your ſeat: you will certainly catch cold if” 


you fit ſo near the door.“ 


4 f pf EIA 2 f 
1 


| SA "0p ſir PR ſaid the a , holding 


. her hand: cc this 18 only one of Miſs Mar- 


ſhall's whims. Is it likely, is it poſlible, 
that the ſoft air of a May morning can.. 


be prejudicial to health. You have 1 


up a complication of diſorders for yourſelf, 
and are willing to make your 8 equally 


| En and n 8 
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So you attribute all my complaints 
to fancy and the vapours. Bleſt with a 
ſtrong robuſt conſtitution yourſelf, you 
have no pity or conſideration for thoſe 
who are ſo unfortunate as to want that 
advantage. But I believe all this hardi- 
neſs is affected. I am ſure,” looking at 
him with all the ſoftneſs ſhe could aſſume, 
I Lam certain, if I could look into your 
boſom, I ſhould there diſcover a feeling | 
heart.” 8 


ce Farrn, I make i ita rule not to meet 


D reed half way. Ifit comes, it comes; 


but J am ſoon confoundedly ſick of it, and 


never reſt till I have ſhaken it off; while 8 


you are never ſo happy as when you can 
pick up a little bit of forrow to fit down 

| and lament over. Lou, Miſs Dorville, 
are not quite ſo much in the penſeroſo 
ſtile; you have not put down mirth. in Uwe 
catalogue of crying fins.” | 
” aa n8 Tg « © Wiki: 
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i 


« War, not three minutes ago, re 
plied Arabella, „you were yourſelf ex- 
claiming loudly againſt it.· 


— 


« WiIIruI miſapprehenſion, I ſwear! 


Could you imagine I meant the ſame thing 
when I ſpoke of the roar of laughter laſt 


night, and the charming ſpritelineſs of 


this morning? You may as well compare 
the diſguſting grin-of farce with the re- 
- Viving ſmile of comedy. & 


ey Wnar a happy compariſon!” e 


claimed the governeſs. Lou are en 


ſo entertaining, that I ſhall never be able 


to leave you to peruſe my avocations in 


the . 9 


I xxnow not how to make a proper 


return to your compliment, replied the 


Major, „without again borrowing the 
words of the ſublime Milton: with thee | 


; canverſing | 


6 
2 

x 
J 


THE FAIR CAMBRIANS. 0g 


converſing I forget all rigs. the ſeaſons 
and their e | 


22 Walt A charming memory you 
have!” cried Miſs Marſhall. © You ſeem 
to make every book Jos own on the * 
8 reading. 2 


* On, hang hates ke 7 may all periſh 
in the bottom of the Ped Sea for me. 
Who would lend his ey*3 to traverſe their 
muſty pages, while he can employ them 
upon ſuch objects as th eſe? looking round 
with much animation. © May not the 
human face divine be juſtly denominated 
the book of life? O that the fair page I 
now contemplate,” looking full at Ara- 
bella, might be open before me! What 

is there of goodneſs and fn 12 5 1 
could not learn from ir!“ | 


1 2 * 


„„ 
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Do you mean to ride out this morn- 
ing?” ſaid Arabella, careleſsly. 


= I vo, if you will ſuffer me to have 
the felicity of attending you. The wea- 
ther is moſt inviting.” 8 
I wave an engagement to day, and 
muſt beg Four” ent for e mou” 
now.“ 


NEE? 


% WII, Madam, if you will go, tell 
me, at leaſt, that you have had the good- 
neſs to revoke the cruel ſentence of yeſter- 
day, that you will favour me with your 
88 on eee _ 5 

0 (Ih bo not Hoi 1 thall a 87 at 
Ml; but, however that may be, I have 
determined n not to engage 5 58 before bs 
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Arrrx pronouncing this cruel reſolu- 
tion, and cooly ſupping the remainder of 
her tea, ſhe left the room, without diſco- 
vering the ſlighteſt token of compaſſion 
for the poor diſappointed Major, who ſat 
ſilently biting his lips. Miſs Marſhall's 
eyes, full of reſentment, followed her to 
the door; and when ſhe was out of ſight, 
turned, with a leſs than uſual degree of 
ſweetneſs, on Berkley; but, obſerving that 
he had taken up his hat, Lou are not 
going to leave us I hope, 1 wiſh to ſhew 
you Miſs Maria's laſt Rd do walk 
into the library.” 


Fo a few minutes,” coldly returned 
| he; unwilling to diſoblige, yet in no hu- 

mour to flatter her. Fe 

den come,” cried ſhe; © I have a 

vaſt deal to ſay to you; and one piece of 

intelligence to communicate, which, I 

„„ „ 
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truſt, will be e to you. We are 
going to have a charming addition to our 
family. But I will tell you nothing here; 
ſo come with me;” and with the prettieſt 
childiſh air imaginable, ſhe took hold of 
his arm, and away wo walked TO 


As nquing 3 | Maria ws 
to grow extremely impatient; and, while 
Arabella and Miſs Marſhall were playing 

duets upon the harpſichord, ſhe ſtood at 
| the v indow, looking eagerly towards the 
road, and thinking every minute an age 
till her favourite arrived. At length the 
chaiſe appeared, and ſhe haſtened to meet 
her at tlie door. The moment ſhe alight- 
ed, ſhe ſeized her hand, and- enquired, 
with much warmth, why ſhe had not come 


- ſooner. 


« LorD, my dear,” cried Mrs. Harley, 
« I have half fatigued and hurried myſelf | 
. ä „„ 


* 
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to death to come at all to night; beſides 


highly offending Mrs. Bevan, with whom. 


I came from Bath, and who expected me 
to ſtay at leaſt a month at Cowbridge: but 


I determined to run all riſks rather chan - 


diſappoint you. 


« How very good you are! and how 
much am TI obliged to you! Nay, do not 


| hurry into the drawing room. Arabella 


and Miſs Marſhall are engaged at the 
| harpſichord; and my mother is ſo taken 


up in attending to them, that I am ſure 


ſhe did not obſerve my leaving the room. 


So, if you have no objection, we will take 


a walk, for a quarter of an hour, in the 


ſhrubbery, before. baut arrival is announ- 
. 


„ Wirn all my heart,” cried the widow, 
«I ſee abſence has not altered you; you - 
are as friendly, as unreſerved as ever. 
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But how wonderfully you are grown, and 
improved in every reſpet! I always faid 
you would make a much finer woman 
than your ſiſter, but you exceed my warm- 
eſt expectations. 
« O, you are partial. Arabella is 
| handſomer than you can imagine: there 
is ſuch ſweetneſs in her countenance!” 


ed 


detention —— uma orttne aground 
. Rr N 


= 5 % * 
> 


Fur ſhe wants your ſpirit and ani- 
| > nation. Beſides, I am ſure you are the 5 
talleſt, which is no ſmall advantage. I 
would not fay ſo much to Miſs Dorville: 
| ſhe has ſo long carried off the palm of 
beauty wherever ſhe appeared, that the 
idea of a ſuperior would be mortifying and 
her.” 7 | 


— — . ̃¶ . 7˙ꝙ—————·*˙——— 
a * 9 


Mp InDeep you miſtake her character. 
I think ſhe cannot help being conſcious of 
her own lovelineſs; es. do not believe it 

5 employs 
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| . her thoughts for a ſingle moment 
_ after ſhe leaves her toilet; and even when 

there, her mind ſeems generally occupied 
on ſome other ſubject.” Ss 


« O, THAT is nothing but a piece of 
refined artifice: no woman can be inſen- 
fible of her own perfections; and I ſhould 
like your ſiſter much better, if ſhe would 
be more the child of nature, 155 drop ſo 
abſurd a piece of affectation. But we all 
have faults, and ſhe has a number of won 
| ny,” 


c Sk has, indeed, '? replied Maria. 
1 You do not know half of them: but now 
we are on the ſubject of beauty, we are all 
hkely to be eclipſed by a belle who has 
ſtarted up in this nn, ſince you 
| left „ 


Axp pray who js that?“ 1 Ib, 


bt 
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« Mr. Courteney's eldeſt dance; | 
who left ſchool about a year ago, and was 


introduced in London, preſented at court, 
| &c. laſt winter.“ 1 


„ Axp is it poſſible that the ſaucy, hoy- 
deniſh, romping Julia, ſhould be formed 
into any thing like a woman of faſhion?” 


„I yave as yet ſeen but little of her 
fince their return from town; but Arabella 
5 does not ſeem to think her oy en 
poliſhed.” 3 

„ I snorre wonder if ſhe was, after 
the education ſhe received. Her going to 
ſchool was a mere pretence; for Lady f 
Anne, who always doated upon her, kepft 
her at home at leaſt three fourths of the 
| year, where ſhe attended full as much to 
the converſation in the ſervants hall as to 
that in the drawing room - and it is hard 


$- , 


to 


Nt 
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to ſay which did her the greateſt injury; 
for if the firſt taught her vulgarity and aſ- 
ſurance, the other made her inſolent, and 
intolerably coquettiſh, It was really aſ- 
toniſhing to ſee her, when hardly in her 
teens, laying out for admiration, and ready 
to burſt with ſpleen, if ſhe was not parti- 
cularly noticed by the men. But ſhe im- 
bibed thoſe ideas with her mother's milk. 
Lady Anne, to ſay the beſt of her, has been 
an intolerable flirt. She would never have 
married Mr. Courteney, notwithſtanding 
her poverty, had not her character been 
too much hurt to leave her a hope of draw- 
ing in a man of her own rank.” | 


„ WII,“ cried the ſimple Maria, “ I 
never heard any thing of this before.“ 


« O, sun behaved intolerably after the 
carl's death, and loſt both her fortune and 
reputation. Was not that the reaſon that 
F F 6 . old 


CERN 
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old Mr. Courteney would never conſent 


to the marriage, and ſtill refuſes to 19055 
his ſon a e | 


„ Upox what then do they at e 
live] 3 


8 


« Way, Mr. Thomas Courteney's mo- 


ther was an heireſs, and, at her death, 
Llangorwel, and about fourteen hundred 


pounds a year, came to him, and upon 


: that ſmall income they continue to main- 


tain their large family. The old gentle- N 
man has four or five thouſand a year; but 


every body thinks he will diſinherit his 


eldeſt ſon in favour of the ſecond, who is 
an artful man, and a great favourite with 
hirn. But let us leave the Courteneys, 
my dear Maria, and talk of perſons we 
are more nearly intereſted about. How 


do 6 185 22577 8 ae go on?” 


« Wur s 
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« War juſt in the old way, evermore 
quabbling. She, indeed, always carries 
her point; but, thank heaven, my ſpirit 
is ſtill unbroken; and I hope, with your 
aſſiſtance, to be able to manage 12 well 
this ſummer. 


« O, NEVER doubt it. We'll teaze her 

8 very heart out. But tell me, have I my 

uſual hold upon her? is the as fond: as ever 
| of my brother?” F 


N Ke - Gar entay day. Indeed, 
I wonder how he bears it with patience, or 
treats her with civility. I often bluſh for 
her.” 35 e 


„I rxJoice to hear it. We'll make 
her bluſh for herſelf. Her fine olive com- 
plexion, you know, is changeable enough. 
But had we not better put an end to our 
walk? I aſſure you I do great violence to 
my - 
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my ing by propoſing it; but it will 
appear odd if we Go longer, and thy hear 


that I am come. I hope we ſhall here- 
after have plenty of time for little com- 


fortable tẽtẽ- a- tẽtẽs, in which we mer talk 


all matters over.” 


„ I Tust we ſhall,” ſaid Maria. 
- « You may aſſure yourſelf of my entire 


confidence, which, though I love her 
dearly, I never could give to Arabella; ' 


for ſhe never will enter into my ſchemes, 
and ſecks rather to 1 880 than . 
me. 


ce 0, SHE is a too ſtrict eee tilicsz 
quite cut out for an old maid. But huſh; 


I muſt look as demure as, herſelf now 1 
approach the door, or I ſhall hurt your 


' mother's: nerves. Nay, my love, do not 


look ſerious. I reſpe& every individual 


of your family from my very ſoul, and ad- 


mire your ſiſter extremely, we 


TE : 
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Tt 1 ſoon after reached the houſe, and 
entering the drawing room, found the la- 


dies in the ſame ſituation in which Maria 


had left them. The harpſichord was im- 


mediately ſhut up, and Mrs. Harley re- 
ceived in the politeſt manner. She made 
a number of particular enquiries reſpecting 


Mrs. Dorville's health, and was grieved 


to find it ſo indifferent: complimented 


Arabella upon the delicate freſhneſs of her 


. complexion; and thought Miſs Marſhall, 


who was, in truth, a mere ſkeleton, grow 
ing plump. She then began to make 


ſome enquiries reſpecting the neigh bour- 


ing families, with whom ſhe had been ac- 


quainted. The Lewiſes came in turn: 


« And pray,” cried ſhe, « are the amiable 


brother and ſiſter at Abberhonvy ſtill in 


ſtatu quo? Has there yet been found no 
knight with a ſpirit ſufficiently venturous 


to enable him to carry off that beautiful x 
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«I Have not heard of e any ſuch perſon, 10 


Pe Arabella. 


cc ERR rejoined the widow, © ſhe has 
hung out the ſignal of attack, at the ap- 
proach of every beau, for the laſt twenty 
years; but, if one may believe report, not 
one in all that time has ventured even a 
ſkirmiſh with her. But it is no wonder 


that the men keep alocf; ſhe puſhes ſo 


| violently, that it would be. dangerous to 
come within arm's length of her. Then 


the animal her a 


+ You will at leaſt Aw 110 to be 
harraleſs, * e Arabel la. 


- 


* © FR I e n you: but 
he is ſuch a piece of ſtill life, ſo eternally 
tagging on the heels of his ſiſter, and re- 
peating her words, that I can view him 
Ia noother light but that of her appendage.” 
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ks You will have no objection, I hope,” ; 
faid Mrs. Dorville, to accompany Ara- 


bella to a cotillion party at Abberhonvy 


_ to-morrow night.” = 


« Far from it. 1 ide cotillions of all 


things, and ſhall be delighted to ſee Miſs 


Lewis practiſing the ſteps of the laſt cen- 


tury; there is nothing in nature half ſo 
diverting: but,” turning to Maria, « do 


not you go? and cnn to Miſs Mar- 


.._ " 


Miss Lewis was rude enough not to 
include me in the invitation, which, in- 
deed, I wonder Miſs Dorville would ac- 


cept; as it was given a full week after every 


other family in the neighbourhood had 
been engaged, for which the miſtake of a 
> ſervant was a poor excuſe; but, as I do. 


t go, ſhe cannot expect ] Miſs Maria,” 


1 „ ” War, 
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% War, do you never ſeparate? ?” cried 
Mrs. Harley. She poſitively muſt 
come, if Mrs. Dorville has no objection. 
I know you will oblige me.? 


So poſitive a refuſal was given at the 
We ſaid Mrs. Dorville, „that I think 
it would be highly improper for her to go. 
She looks, very pale, too; and, I am ſure, 
is far agg well; on ow account it would 


* [3 
E * 


wee To the 1 reaſon,” replied Mrs. 
Harley, „I muſt ſubmit; but I cannot 
_ the. er * ſo: nne 


40 1 ſaid bella « ce 05 . 
- the danger of night air, and late hours, 1 
was to accompany her home before ſupper. 
If Mrs. Harley would excuſe us, the coach 


might return for her at any time e the, 
ſed. 8 


« ] HAVE 
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« ] nave given you my decided opi- 

nion,“ replied Mrs. PDorville. « You 
may ſettle the matter as you think proper.” 
Tears ruſhed into Maria's eyes, which had 
before been animated by hope; and giv- 
: ing Mrs. Harley an expreſſive look, ſhe 


left the room. Maſs Marſhall, perfectly 


unmoved, enquired whether the Maj or was 


apprized of his ſiſter's arrival; and being 
anſwered in the negative, inſtantly brought 
pen, ink, and paper, and begged Mrs, 
Harley would inform him of it with her 
own hand, declaring it would be cruel to 
keep him in ne of the pleaſure he 
8 might enjoy. A note was accordingly 
written, in which Mrs. Dorville deſired 
an invitation to ſuj 


to the Bank. Mean time Miſs Marſhall, 
in eager expectation of his coming, ran 


up ſtairs, loaded her hair with pink Po. 
Ger, and amine, thou A it vw” to 


rain, 


per might be included, 
and diſpatched with all poſſible expedition 
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rain, to take half a turn in the ſhrubbery, 


for a pretence to put on her cane bonnet, 
trimmed with primroſe ribbon, which ſhe 


thought became her infinitely, fince the 
Major had hinted that he preferred it to 
Miſs Dorville's ſtraw hat. But, alas! 
armed as ſhe was for conqueſt, elegant 
and intereſting as ſhe appeared in her own 


eyes, this was not to be the fortunate hour! 


The Major returned a polite anſwer, la- 


menting the happineſs he was deprived of 
ein not being able to attend the agreeable 
ſummons to the Park; but his friend, Sir 
George Brudenell, was juſt arrived at the 
Bank, and it was impoſlible to leave him 

| at that tine. He, however, conſoled him- 
ſelf wirh the pleaſing;ex 
ing them the next night, and introducing 7 
the Baronet to their acquaintance. *©' Sir 
George Brudenell!” cried Mrs. Harley. 


pectation of meet- 


& am quite charmed to find he i is ſo near 


us; 1 28 not e that he was one of 


1 . William 8 
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William's friends. Why, he is one of the 
richeſt, handſomeſt, and moſt accom- 
pliſhed young men in the kingdom. His 
father died when he was a child; and his 
mother, a daughter of Lord Northcote's, 
was ſaid to have taken infinite pains in his 
education. I ſaw him about five years 
back, when he was attending her abroad, 

where ſhe was obliged to go for her health, 

and he was the lovelieſt youth I ever be- 
held. He never left her from that time. 
till her death, which en about _ 
months ago.“ 

c 1 THINK, cried Mrs. Dorville; ce ks 
attendance upon her for ſo many years, at 
his time of life, muſt have An a n 
| e to his ſtudies. 


O, By no means,” replied Mrs. Har- 
ley: © they always travelled with a large 
ſuit, in which tutor, governor, and I don't 
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know how many ſcientific people were in- 
_ eluded. Lady Brudenell was feldom too 
il to travel, though ſlowly; and ſhe viſited, 
with her ſon, every part of Italy, Ger- 
many, and France, that was deemed worth 
viſiting. - Many people wondered how an 
independent ſpirited young man could 
ſubmit to the many reſtraints which her 
preſence muſt of courſe impoſe upon him; 
but he never ſeemed to feel them; made 
her, as far as it was in his power, a ſharer 
- In all his pleaſures; and never appeared ſo 
perfectly happy as when e to 
her felicity. ox 


iz A ine extraordinary ſon, indeed l 
faid Arabella. But pray how did you 
learn all theſe particulars? I would fain 
have them well authenti cated for the _ 
Ss en any | e 


9 4 


« War, 


THE FAIR CAMBRIANS, 119 


in I happened to be at Dover when 
ke landed about three months ago; and 
my friend Mrs. Bevan, whom I went to 
meet, came over in the ſame packet with 
him. His tutor was her near relation, 
and told her all that you have heard, and 
a vaſt deal more, all in the panegyric ſtile; 
for he doats upon him. I wiſh I had 
known that he was intimate with my bro- 
ther, Mr. Bevan ſhould have introduced 


me to him, though it . been but for 
8 half n hour.“ 23 


2 « Wi, it not * 3 well now?” 
faid Arbe r es 


22 „On, 5 not. He ik hoop in 
London among all the beauties, and' may 
be 1 enen wretch by this eng” 


145 1 have ere defgns upon bin. 
a p EY i 


Yo ©, NO; 


Tu . 
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O, vo; nothing but a little coquetry. 


| There would be ſome amuſement in flirt- 
ing with ſuch a fellow. But I don't know 
what to do about my appearance to-mor- 

: row night; I have not a ſingle feather to 


wear. I came in ſuch a hurry, that 1 for- 
got a thouſand things: and will not a 
Night fattin dreſs: look too heavy for this 
month, thou gh the weather is a n coo 
Do ite me.“ 1 8 


7 „I Havr + handy of Saanen replied 
n « from which you may ſelect 
as many as you pleaſe; and if you think 
a gauze or crape train will make your goon 
appear more ſuited to the ſeaſon, I have 
materials, arid Johnſon ſhall make it up'for 
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TuxsE dls were ;opfuilly 8 
and a profuſionof acknowledgments poured 
. * the artful widow . not 
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help internally ſmiling at the ſimplicity of 
her companion, who could, with ſo much 
willingneſs, help to decorate a rival: for 
in that light ſhe imagined every woman 
muſt behold one of her own ſex and age, 
who was not downright ugly. o 
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CHAPTER VIL 


88 WHICH THE READER IS ENTERTAINED WITH 
AN ACCOUNT. OF WHAT PASSED AT 
„ uss LEEWIs's BALL; 
irn THE INTRODUCTION OF A NEW AND 
INTERESTING: CHARACTER, 

£ ApeBELLA had ſcarce opened tis 
; eyes the next morning, before John- 
ſon informed her that Mrs. Harley had 
left her apartment, and enquired very 

anxiouſly how long it would be before ſne 
could ſee her. But don't hurry your- 
ſelf, dear Madam,” added ſhe; p85 for 1. 
Know the onl ly wants to o talk to you about 
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Her e which we can compleat with 
great eaſe ſome hours before ſhe will want 
2.0. 12 bh 

- « ] aM glad to hear it,” cried Arabella, 
« Surely the certainty of that will make 
her eaſy. I will riſe, however; and you 
may tell her that 1 ſhall be ready to re- 
ceive her in wy dreſſing; room in half an 
Hows”? 


Bron the time was quite expired, ſhe 
entered. „ Fought to make a thouſand 
apologies, my dear Miſs Dorville, for ſo 
early an intruſion; but I hope you will 
ſuffer the neceſſity of the caſe to plead 
my excuſe. You told me that you had 
ſome ſmall flowers which would ſuit the 
l colour of my dreſs; and as I ſhall pro- 
bably be. ſome time in arranging them, I 
wiſh to be as expeditious as | poſſible in be- : 
ginting the work.” - W RIO 
. 1 Kal kiki 


q | . ; 224+ | I. K E AIR -CANMBRIANS,- 


; | 1  ARaBELLA put the flowers ſhe enquired: 
for immediately. into her hands, and de- 
fired ſhe would employ Johnſon i in any 


manner ſhe ein ee : 
| i FT 

| „„ i; RR at * time will the be want=-- 
| : ing to dreſs you? © cried Mrs. Harley. 
| «1 muſt be cautious that my train does. 
not interfere with ſo material a buſineſs. 


Fad 


« O, I SHALL dreſs at the uſual time 
| before dinner. I ſhall not eee | 
| more than an hour; and all the reſt of 
| the Os ſhe i is n, at your eee | 


OS 1 


43 tidal SE: 3 you can. be ſerious? 
N Dress in an wen r 
cc n can be eafier. . 5 1 be, 
powder, and my. hair curls, naturally, 
very little dreſſing. is required; and kar . 
the reſt, a crape gown 1: Is put © on as EXPE: 


: ditiouſly as a ang: 


— 
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De Web ybu are a happy creature to 
Ry careleſs" about theſe things. Your 
charming auburn hair is 100 beautiful to 


admit of artificial ornament; while I muſt 


fit two or three hours to be curled and 


powdered before mine will took tolerable. 


As you are fo good as to offer i it, I will 
take Mrs. Johnſon into my dreſſing room 


immediately ' Miſs Maria's maid and my 


own are:there already, and only wait her 
direction to ſet them to work. I ſhall 
verlook the: buſineſs myſelf. You can 


readily excuſe my abſenſe. You have 
reading, writing, and a thouſand things to 
amule your while IL can think of nothing 


orge, een eint“ : 


8 


Wok yu mean fall be be the fatal 


20 mo e 


LEE creed J could be ſure. that it 


end- eager] y replied Mrs. Harley. 
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But Jam dreadfully afraid of thoſe hazet: 
eyes of your's; they are too like his own. 
His complexion too, before he leſt Eng- 
hand, ; ak n little 8 than ede 
. IS it not «general 0 OR ths prope 
like their N 15 n . y 


one particular man would nen 
banners. : 008 at what a rate do I ralket 


Vw r n "FA 1 


. No, | believe" ae. I rathes mie you 


are eſerouly e for: atrimor a 


0 0 vou eee 1 will not 
ſtay another moment with N Allen. 
adieu.“ 
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* © ARaBELLA ſpent the whole morning, 
after her attendance on her mother, to 


whom ſhe read about an hour, in the li- 
brary, with Maria and her governeſs, en- 


deavouring to chear the ſpirits of the for- 


mer, and reconcile her to her preſent 6 


appointment; and, by a chearful and ani- 
mated converſation, to diſſipate the fpleen 
which generally hung upon the mind of 
the latter. She ſucceeded, in ſome de- 
gree, in both theſe attempts. A refined 
underſtanding, actuated by diſintereſted be- 


nevolence, will ſeldom entirely fail in the 


execution of its defigns. Smiles again, 
though faintly, lighted Maria's counte- 
nance; and Miſs Marſhall promiſed not 
to object to her joining in the next gay 


party that ſhould preſent itſelf. But, in 


reality, little merit could be allowed her 


for this conceſſion: was anxious to be 


permitted to make one herſelf, as the 
Major would of courſe be a conflant at- 


G. 4 e tendant; 


* 


4 . — 
8 — — — —_ II In Inn — - 2 
27 mw has Fee 207 2 . F 8 . R "$958 
9c ets * OY : * 4 * * 2Y n — 3 
” 
— 22 e — — K — — — pag 
. 2 8 wy r — 2 X = 8 4 
* 
Cres Wen r . 
ä 0 


——— 

we 5 2 0 * 
— — ͤ ——ͤ—ę—„— 2 — —— — 
N 8 „ Caen en 


= 
= 
: 
| 


128 . rng FAIR CAMBRIANS., 


15 tendant; and it was impoſſible, i in that caſe, 


to am her e 


Mas. Harley breakfafted | up Rc 
and it was not, without great difficulty, 
that ſhe contrived to be ready by the din- 
ner hour, which was four. Her dreſs 
was exceſſively full and ſhowy; her hair 


in the very extreme of the mode, and 
loaded with powder. Indeed, it wasnecef- 
ſary that the foundation ſhould be ſubſtan- 


tial to ſupport ſo mighty a fabric of fea- 
thers and flowers as were placed upon it. 


Her face was little leſs artificial than her 
g reſs: pearl powder and rouge formed the 
ground; and the ſoſt touches of the pen- 


cil had aſſiſted in arching the eye-brows, 


and delineating the veins. She had taken 
uncommon pains, and, in her on opi- 
nion, had ſucceeded wonderfully in thefe 
her ingenious labours. S 10¹ 
beheld a perfect Venus riſe from the toĩ- 


ought ſhe 


* 
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let; and anticipated the conſternation of 
poor Miſs Dorville when ſhe ſhould per- 
ceive the contraſt between their figures; 
for Johnſon had informed her that her lady 
would be dreſſed in her uſual ſimple ſtile. 
Full of theſe ideas, ſhe exultingly deſcend- 
ed the ſtair caſe; and the firſt object ſhe 
| beheld in the drawing room was Arabella, 
ſanding at a window, ſo entirely occupied 
by a book, which ſhe was reading, that 
ſhe did not perceive her entrance. She 
ſtood to ſurvey her, and, at a firſt view, 
was pleaſed to find her dreſs what ſhe 
called flat. That painted crape, thought 
ſhe, ought to have been thrown over a 
petticoat of a fuller colour; the pale ſtraw 
ſcarce ſhows it at all. To be ſure the 
purple ſaſh, and white plumes, tinged 
with the ſame colour, ſuit it tolerably. 

Her ſhape really looks fine; and that. 
dreſs certainly makes her appear taller than 
uſual. Her enn; turned towards a pier 
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glaſs, which happened to be oppoſi 
her. Why, I look a mere pigmy to her! 
Then viewing Arabella again, what a pre- 
fuſion of hair ſlie has! Sure a ſtranger 

can never believe it to be all her own! 
A ſigh at that inſtant eſcaped from the 
bottom of her heart; and Arabella turn- 
ing, perceived, and came forward ſmiling, 
to congratulate her on the fatigues of the | 
morning being at length ſo happily over. 
She wanted words to anſwer her. To 


= what purpoſe have I toiled? thought ſhe, 


when I muſt accompany one who excels. 
me in every thing. With what graee ſhe 
moves! and what mingled dignity and 
ſweetneſs diſplay t mſelves in Ber counte- 
nance!” = 


2 N : a IF 1 5 So 
* 5 . % 


Tur poor widow, full of theſe melan- 
choly contemplations, fcarce ſpoke during 


dinner Envy rankled in her heart; and, 
as ſhe alternately bel 


I the lovely, unaf- 
| ſected 
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fected A ad her own artificial 
figure, reflected by a malicious mirror, 
notwithſtanding the powerful influence of 
ſelf-love, ſhe could not help feeling her 
own inferiority ſo forcibly, that, unable 
longer to conceal her chagrin, ſhe com- 
plained of a ſudden and violent head-ach, 
and; attended by the officious Miſs Mar- 
ſhall, retired to her own apartment. Ara- 
bella attributed her indiſpoſition to the 
anxiety and fatigue ſhe had undergone in 
the morning, and really pitying her, went 
herſelf, as ſoon as the cloth was removed, 
to enquire how ſhe did. The. widow, to 
indulge her fretful humour, carried on 
the farce; and, at the moment ſhe entered 
the dreſſing room, Miſs Marſhall was an- 
xiouſly intreating her to nave her forehead 
and temples bathed with lavender water. 
But that would have been carrying the jeſt 
too far: the work of ſeveral hours was not 
to be undone in a moment; and had thoſe 
„„ beautiful 
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beautiful blue veins, which roſe ſo near the 
ſurface, been unfortunately waſhed away, 


there would hardly have been time again 
to have traced out their meandering courſes, 
before the hour of ſetting out for Abber- 


honvy arrived: for, though Arabella in- | 
treated her to give up all thoughts of the 


viſit, declared her own perfect readi- 


neſs to do the ſame, yet, reflecting that, if 
Sir George did not ſee this dangerous ri- 
val to night, he inevitably would to-mor- 
raw, and that, if full dreſs was an advan- 
tage, ſhe poſſeſſed it in common with her, 


ſhe reſolved to go, and declared her full 

perſuaſion that the air and ſhort ride would 
entirely relieve her. At ſix o'clock: the 
coach was at the door, and they both ſtept 


in, but with very different ſenſations. 
One. was all cafe and chearfulneſs, while 


the other felt reſtleſs and uncomfortable, 
yet reſolved to loſe at once her head-ach, 


and the ſource of ir. her Il humour, the 
Fg 223 1 5 * 5 onen 
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moment they reached Abberhonvy, and to 
try the full power of thoſe attractive ſin 


upon the Baronet. Arabella introduced 
her, in the eaſieſt and moſt graceful man- 
ner, to Miſs Lewis, who recognized her old 

- acquaintance with much politeneſs. . The 
rooms were nearly full on their arrival: 
but the Major and his friend had not yet 
made their appearance. Lady Anne 
Courteney, and her daughter, came imme- 
diately up to Miſs Dorville, and addreſſed 


her with great appearance of friendlineſs | 


and intimacy; but ſtared full in Mrs. 


Harley's face, without ſeeming at all to 


remember her; though ſhe had curteſied 
with ſome freedom at their firſt approach. 


« I fancy your Ladyſhip does not recollect 
5 Mrs. Harley,” cried Arabella: let me 
| have the pleaſure of introducing her ta 
Miſs Courteney, with whom W is, 1 be- 


| lieve, — 8 
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which ſhe reſolved unſparingly to laviſh 
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A coLD recognition now neceſſarily took 
place; after which Lady Anne, turning to 
Miſs Dorville, « You look delightfully to 
eee W for e po. 


* 


* „Bur une 2 "OY wardh conquer- 


Jag! ſhould be glad to know?” interrupted: 


Julia. There is not a fingle man in 


the room worth dancing with, that I have 


yet ſeen; nothing but country ſquires, 
_ interſperſed with a few parſons, and a ſtray 
ted coat or two: T' proteſt F almoſt wiſh | 

that I had put on my old ſattin gown; it 
would have looked very OR a K 
e like _ 


« Orm, my deart cried her ip. 
hind * you never ſhould undervalue 
the preſent company: and there is no- 
ching ſo vulgar as a full dreſs out of Lon- 
don; viewing Mrs. Harley, from head 


Ar 
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Ar that inſtant the Major and Sir 
George entered the room. The extreme 


gracefulneſs . his OR Es all 


Wy Ep 24 #24 +16 | Dr So 
+06 Wuo can that be yori Lady Aba 
I have certainly ſeen his face; yet I can't, 

for mw life, recollect who he Bier 
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LET "IS . 


c A MAN of Cation, 1 L anr TY 60 ö 


feeing him laſt winter in town. Do call 


Berkley here, and enquire his name. I 
Wall be eg n thorns till I know.” 


Pb] 21 


ene Latiafy + you In hed W 


faid Arabella. „ It is Sir George Bru- 


denell. He is on a viſit to Mr. Berk- 


« SIR George Brudenell!” returned my 
Lady; * is it poſſible? Why, I did not 
+74 . C’; 
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136 
know that 0 was returned from act. 
tinent. I was well acquainted with his 
mother. Ho aſtoniſhingly he reſemble 
her in face and perſon! I hope nat in 
mind; for ſhe was one ack the greateſt 
noe ever ae e übe 
An 7 4 YE #11 11125 Rb * 
cc Tutu 1 as 158 not like en 
| cried Julia; for his countenance is all 


_ openneſs and ſpirit. With what animation 


he ſeems to ſpeak! Lord, 1 ene to be in- 
troduced to nlite Wini Pil it 44 
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60 „ Fornts you are not why that you did | 


not put on your old gown?” ſaid Arabella, 
JG: 0 Yourbegin.: to think there is a 
man in the, room worth Ane cet I 
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- Mx. Courteney, and ſeveral other. germ 
tlemen, now came up: Why, Lady 
Anne,“ cried he, © you ſo entirely engroſs 
Miſs Dorville, that there is no getting a 
fight of her. I aſſure you it is a general 
complaint all over the room. Ah, Mrs. 

Harley! have we got you amongſt us once 
again? I hope you are come for the ſum- 

mer, and that we ſhall very often ſee n 
at MS aa e C27 PE CRETE SER B SD BONN 


_— You s are r auer wered the, 
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7 SUED 
. 1 your: in 8 kat _ cnet 
« aid her Ladyſhip, with great condeſcen- 
ſion. Mr. Berkley is one of our beſt 
neighbours, and I ſhall ear ae ai to 
| entertain TROP ſiſter,” 113; eie 
ne tlie. ber Wee ae 
ring with Mrs. Harley, and the young da- 
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e _ Aone called Mr. aer 
been eee to Sir G Brudenell? 


He anſwered in the negative; adding, that | 
| bes did not even n that he was in the 


ff Go _ __ cried ſhe, 
ae: ceremony over, "OP engage FRO as a 
bree for Julia. He is a man oſ great 
| ions, and immenſe fortune; and L 


ould de for the world, that he Mould 


dance with any body elſe. He wall cer- 


— ee the 3 28 * — 


Ms. Courteney was haſtening to comply 
with his lady's. requeſt, but the approach 


A of the Major and his friend prevented him. 


* beart fluttered as they drew near; 


ves, every heart; for even Arabella herſelf 
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of her uſual compoſure. Nhe form 
of introduction over: Mrs. Harley, who 
Was, of courſe, the laſt to whom. the Baro- 
net was preſented, endeavoured to.enga 
him in © converſation, but Lady Anne, 
whoſe conſciouſneſs.of her rank rendered 
all oppoſition from an inferior vain and 
fruitleſs, raiſed nc voice ſo much as to 
force his attention. (, Though perſonally 
-unacquainted with you till now, Si George, 
I have had the happineſs. of being well 
Fxnovn to, apy: of your family, and feel 
myſelf diſpoſed already to conſider you 
ABNF: 2175 N 11 * 
5 Reo ace). Lo riot FH ode: 25 
Werts 4 Yoo Makes great: beben, Madany,” 
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1 nee in me to ſay, thar, for many 
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enjoy5d the; lea ures, of the chaſe ſeveral 
timez in the courſe of this ſpring. have, 
been ſo lang abſent from my natiye coun- 
y that I have almoſt the manner of liv- 
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oin in ts con- 
eee. by « Surely. 08 modes of France 
ang dure b. fas ere to our e 


1 5 C ˙ A rm oY WO B 
« Is I may venture to n in opinion 
from ſo-fair a lady, anſwered Sir George, 
« J. ſhould think not. Though h have 
nt the laſt five years abroad, I ill re- 
jality for the manners, 
ſt. for the prejudices, of my na- 
Laſpire 8 
gentle- 
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„ novovR you for that ſentim 
ctiet Mr: Courteney: you will be an er- 


nament to our fraternity; and 1 ſhall be 


prond*ts initiate” vou into the habits of the 
1 vn 2 ET 


Warts 8 3 thus engage 

2 „ "the Major was endeavouring 
| pon Arabella to promife him 
Her hand for the firſt cotillion : but ſhie 
felt a reluctance ſhe could not account 


1 . for; and declared her reſolution not to 


danct᷑ ar Feaſttiff the ſecond. He appear- 
ed dtfappointed; and Mrs! Harley told 


5 | by with «-tralicious ſmile” that it Was 


the caufe of her 
zer gentlemen applied 

10 het l. of Eourſe, received the ſame 
amfwer. . Iithink;“ whiſpered Berkley, 
P may now fafely compliment the lady 
of the houſe with an offer of my hand: 


1 e Courteney has juſt ſpoken to her, : ; 
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211 is drawing 6h Mis gloves; and in caſe 
my ſurmiſe is true, you muſt poſſitively 
permit n me dae by vou. if not dance with 
You”? 


« You muſt do as you pleaſe,” replied 
Arabella, © in that reſpect; and I only de- 
fire an equal degree of liberty-myſelf.” 
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Tue Major then left her; and in a few | 
minutes, Sir George and Mr. Courteney 
approached. „ And who is the happy 
man,“ cried the latter, “ that is to have 
Mifs Dorville for a partner? e AG 
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„Bur Etruſt your eſoiritins abe 
nb firths >| replied he. Muy I hope : 
for the favour of your hand in the ſe- 
cond?” She hefitatingly told him; that 
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ſhe was engaged to Mr. Berkley. To- 
the Major! returned he with a ſignifi- 
cant ſmile; Well, Lcan only ſay,” turn- 
ing to Mrs. Harley, “ your brother is a 
e e 
a a Frag 8 himſelf. ſo,*. 
replied ſne. No man can be more 
grateful for Miſs Dorville's favours.” | 
Ve C SACHS, 
„Sin George's + Tg pen were full. 
upon Arabella. She was confuſed, wiſh-, 
ing to ſpeak; but unable inſtantly to com 
poſe herſelf ſufficiently for that purpoſe. 
Mrs. Harley ſaw that ſhe was hurt; but, 
far from m deſiring to relieve her, < look, 
faid ſhe, * William is approaching with 
an air that ſpeaks his ſatisfaction. I ſup- 
Bf I. myſt reſign my place; for b 
know vou promiſed. to indulge him with 
Wine next you during the firſt dance, and 
prep ring to ſand up.. 
: cc Cour „ | 


vou 
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* Con, Sir George, cried Mr. Cour- 
teney; Julia looks this way, and Miſs 
Lewis ae me. 99 J 1 . N 1 255 4 


fart: 7 y DI Ip 2 EF F 


= * 
, go * 


Ar che ſame. Wie his enen who 


had engaged. Mrs. Harley came to claim 


her promiſe, and they went to the dancing 
room together, leaving Arabella with 


the Major, who had juſt joined them. 
What an opinion muſt this charming 
ſtranger have formed of me! thouglit ſhe. 


From che ill timed raillery of Mr: Courte- 


ney, and Mrs. Harley's impertinence, he 


has every reaſon to believe me ridiculouſly 
partial to his friend. Nay, I myſelf have | 
helped to ſtrengthen the idea. If T had 
danced with Berkley there would have 


c nothing extraordinary in it; but to 


6 ſit dy him during the firſt, and be his 
| partner in the ſecond dance, and to remain 
ſilent when his ſiſter threw out ſuch plain 
| infinuations, was' abſolutely to countenance 
Vol. Es “ Ret them. 
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them. Theſe vexatious ideas ſo enti irely 
filled her mind, that ſhe fat ſome time, 
without in the leaſt recollecting her ſitua- 
tion, or hearing a word of a fine flouriſh- 
ing ſpeech which Berkley was addreſſing 
to her. She would, perhaps, have afforded 
him time to finiſh it, if Mr. Lewis had 
| not joined theme and Joudly, expretied þ his 
this interruption; but Arabella, recovering 
her preſence of mind, feltirclieved by it, 
and declining bis invirations to play at 
whiſt or commerce, propoſed eee to 
the dancing room. As they entered, ſhe | 
Ry involuntarily looked for Sir George. His 
eyes too were turned towards the door. 
They met her's. She inſtantly, and with 
a bluſh, turned them away, and hurried to 
a ſeat. Berkley moſt. officioully , laced 
- hiraelf x next her. and talk 8 renn 


EE 4 FAIR CAMBRIANS,s 147 
whoſe thoughts were again engaged by the 
ſame diſagreeable conſiderations which 
had diſturbed them in the drawing room. 


Now and then ſhe would ſteal a look at the 


Baronet, whoſe fine figure, and elegant 
ſtile of dancing, attracted univerſal ad- 
miration. Almoſt every lady in the room 
looked with an envious eye on Miſs 
Courteney, who exulted in the manifeſt 
ſuperiority. of her partner to every other 
gentleman, | and. returned their glances 
even with more than her cue in- 
e „„ „ 


hp 1 end of the dance Sir George 
was going to lead his partner towards Lady 8 

Anne, who was ſeated at the upper end of 
the room; but ſhe declared it was ſo in- 
tolerably hot, that ſhe could bear no ſeat 
but on a vacant ſopha near the door, where 
they placed themſelves; and Julia, eager 


to engage his attention, did not wait for 


„ him 
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him to begin the converſation. * You 


muſt think theſe country meetings exceſ- 


fively ſtupid,” when you compare them to 
the delightful parties you have been ac- 
cuſtomed to on the continent. I dare ſay 
e to you a mere ſer of. alkvward 


75 


. V!!! !] Tem"! 
en . 7 2 L 357 # : {\ 24 _ 


7: FR (+ 8 v4 CULTS | 123 15 i „ 
Us Is it poſſible that Miſs Courteney, can 
imagine herſelf included: en ſuch a de- 


nomination??? FEES „„ 


411 Mt Ats i; 53k , Te . 5 8 22805 71 $55 2729 
r War, perhaps, my vanity tide 4 me 
to think myſelf an exception: at leaſt 


z . your politeneſs will induce. vou to flatter 
8 me ſo far. But pray tell me what you 
think of the 7 , Ne general?? , 
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10t yet be ſaid even 
o know their faces. Come, give me our | 


of 
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“% WELL, I don't care if I give you a 
ſketch of thoſe that have characters. Who 
ſhall T begin with? Lady Anne is a tempt- 


ing object; and it would be droll to cari- 


cature one's mother; but Miſs Lewis, will 


dence. In the firſt place, then, all ap- 


pearances tothe contrary notwithſtanding, 
ſhe thinks herſelf a beauty, and, in ſpite of 


thoſe frightful wrinkles, imagines people 


fancy her young. She would alſo be 
thought rich; though it is well known ſhe 


1 pent her own little fortune long ago, and 
now impoſes upon the good- nature of her | 
filly brother to ſupport her extravagance, 
She ſets up for a wit too; and, becauſe ſhe i 

ſtuns one with eternal noiſe, thinks heyſelf 

Very eee + 


3 


cc J WILL 1 charitably hope,” interrupted 


Sir George, e that you have a long liſt of 


good. qualities to balance againſt the diſa- 
| greeable ones you have mentioned.” DT 
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ns Nor one, I aſſure you,” anſwered. 
Julia. . « Nay, the worſt is yet to come. 
She is the moſt cencorious of women: no 
creature alive has her good'/word:: but the 
young and handſome are her particular 
averfion. You cannot conceive what 
comments ſhehas made upon my conduct; 
but 1 deſpiſe and laugh at them all. 
What, indeed, can be more diverting, 
than the envious ſpite of a ridiculous old 
maid? To be ſure, I have uſed her ill 
enough upon ſome occaſions. She is fond 
of puſhing herſelf every where, and laſt 
autumn came to Llangorwel, Kindly in- 
tending to ſtay a fortnight; but we had 


| ſeveral gentlemen with us from London, 


and we played her all the out- of- the-way 
tricks we could think of; and plagued her 


| ſo heartily, that ſhe went away in a pet be- 
fore a week was out. I aſſure you we nei- 


ther let her reſt day or night; and were 
really 1 well amuſed, that we quite la- 
mented 


1 46 
—— 
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—_— when ſhe gave us the ſlip, and the 
chace was over. I vow you look quite 
grave, Sir George. Let me die if you do 
not pity the ancient damſelꝰ 


« I NEVER perfectly enjoy a very dark 
picture. So, if you pleaſe, we will chuſe 
a fairer figure for our next portrait. Sup- 
poſe we take Miſs Dorville? her counte- 
nance raiſes my 1 very Tn 
e 0, SHE is too 0d for my yolk x 
© Skin ami indeed, and has what the 
3 grave ones call good qualities; but I muſt 
| own: I diſlike her very much. She has no 
| ſoul, no ſpirit; and is rather a reſtraint 
upon, than an addition to a party. We. 
have ſo few people of faſhion in the neigh- 
. bourhood, that I ſhould have been glad 
5 to have been upon intimate terms with 
> her; but ſhe is ſo grave and prudiſh, that 
l have given up all thoughts of that kind. 
H 5 « AND 
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| 51 Ay pray of what kind are thoſe 
| good qualities which 4 1 are een 
4 to her?“ n a NID 


TION e 


PPP ˙ A i OR 


" Low! you'll laugh at the very idea 
of them. She has eſtabliſhed a ſchool for 
| all the brats in the-pariſh, where they are 
| taught to write, and read, and work, and 
all that; and when they are of a proper 

age, ſhe. puts them out apprentices or 

ſervants, forſooth, at her own expence, if 
he parents tell her they cannot afford it. 
Two or three times a week ſhe goes to ſee 
how this elegant ſeminary goes on; and 

ttmis, with viſiting all the fick, lame, and 
| blind, for five miles round, moſt agreeably . 
e three fourths of her time.” . 


+4 
24 


6 Axp i is it - poſſible,” cried the Baronet 
eagerly, * that ſo young, ſo Mirai: = a 
creature, can ſo employ herſelf? ? 


N # ; 
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c LITERALLX 
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„ LITERALLY true, I aſſure you. She 
is quite run away with by this romantic 
benevolence, as it is called; and ſpends ſo | 
large a part of her income in indulging it, 
that I ſhould not be ſurprized if, when 
ſhe comes of age, ſhe ſhould build an 
| 5 hoſpital, and endow it with all her for- 
; tune.” 


n 
2 1 — - X 
Nr 2 


— F _ 7 3 — 2 a Ayer > oF . 7 1 , 
PETS Rect 22 — EN —— — 2 — 
1 _ Vow nds or te hah WE 3 n 7 8. 97.8 . — — 


— ” 
n 4 : _ 0 —— 
93 e I 6 Fn 3 . e e wet, "7 — 8 I DEN Sw . 
F Kb n e , r 
1 0 5 r a rene - 2 aan Wes c Bins cr er n 
4 * SR + 7 2 4 0 pms» 2 " = 4 b 
3 — * 5 , : vo OO ea, or rr l — a > 
n r e W n — — 


— 


*® 
& <-> < 
1 
* 
5 
518 
TY 
0 
I 
4, 
> 
{ 

4 
1 
l 2 
1 
KL 


WY 
f * 
og + 


INS. 
— bo cs 6 4s £2: AION: 


206 A MOST uncommon turn of mind, : 


3 
8 


indeed. 1 cried Sir George; and, after a 
pauſe, © Is it not ſuppoſed that ſhe is Par- 
tial to my friend Berkley?“ 1 I” 
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2 3 
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„5 4 « Ir! is difficult to ſay who ſhe i is par- 


24 14) 8 _— 
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˖ tial to; but he certainly pays very cloſe 
attendance at the Park, and her fortune 
would no doubt be very convenient to him. 


— — 
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or 


But you are wonderfully curious about 
| her. 6 Þ told you a deſcription of her did 
not ſuit my talents; and yet you have 
drawn me in to tell you I don't know how 

| much ſtupid ſtuff about her.” 4, 15 
nc « You 
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ladies who AAR not Jet 0 an opportu- - 
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« You have been very obliging: but 
had we not better change our ſituation? 
the air grows too cold ſo near the door.” 


Hr then led her up to Lady Anne; and, 
after chatting a few minutes, bowed, and, 
to their no ſmall diſappointment, left them 
without engaging Miſs Courteney for the 
next. cotillion. They had, ſoon after, the 


mortification of feeing him ſtand up with 


Mrs. Harley, whoſe countenance was, in- 


deed, lighted up with ſmiles, and her feet 


ſcarce ſeemed to touch the ground; while 
the poor Julia, all vexation, ſcarce favour- 
ed Mr. Lewis, her unfortunate partner, 
with a civil word or look. As the room 
was too ſmall to admit of more than one 


ſet dancing at a time, Arabella declined 


joining in the third cotillion, though Lady 
Anne condeſcended to ſolicit her in favour 
of Mr. Courteney ; ; but as there were ſeveral 


nity 
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nity of ſtanding up, her good-nature 
prompted her, on their account, to be 
ſteady in her refuſal. Her ſcruples were 
laughed at by this true woman of faſhion, 


who thought nothing more entertaining 


than mortifying the miſſes of inferior 
rank, which, as ſhe ſaid, made them 
bn themſclyes.” _ | 


dns RS. a Hci ohm a moſt agree- 
ablv-alteaationii in the behaviour of Lady 
Anne and her daughter, who, ſince the in- 


troduction of Sir George as her brother's 


gueſt, were altogether as polite and atten- 
tive to her, as they had been ſhy, and even 
inſolent, before. Nor did ſhe decline their 
friendly advances. Llangorwel was the 


gayeſt houſe in the neighbourhood ; it was 


| therefore deſirable to her to be on ſuch 
terms waths its poſleſſors as would gain her 
| | ini 1 
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©. SuPPER. Was announced almoſt imme- 
3 diately after the third cotillion, and paſſed 
_ pleaſantly with all but poor Arabella, who 
felt very uneaſy at being the object of 
Berkley's continued and pointed attention, 
yet knew not how to diſcourage him, 
otherwiſe than by behaving with perfect 
coldneſs and indifference, and that ſeemed 
not in the leaſt to check his forwardneſs. 
So weary was ſhe of his aſſiduities, that, 
when they roſe from table, ſhe readily 
promiſed to dance with Mr. Courteney for 
the remainder of the evening, in hopes, by 
that means, entirely to ſhake him off. 
But in this ſhe was miſtaken; for as ſoon 
as he heard the engagement made, he ſtept 
to Sir George, and, in a low voice, told 
him, that, to humour Miſs Dorville's very 
ſtrict notions of politeneſs and p opriety, 
he Was going to do pennance w t 
lady of the houſe, while ſhe gave: her hand 
to Mr. Courteney; but as they were for- 


a 


a E. mY | 42 8 4 4 tunately | 
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tunately to conclude with country dances, 


they might contrive to ſtand ſo near each 
other, that it would be almoſt the ſame as 
if they were partners. 


when you ſee me lead the venerable ſpinſter 


up the room; rather beſtow a few grains 
of pity upon a poor mortified 48 for - 


ſuch I 071 then m 72 


het! S * — 2 
1%; Aſo: mid not PIN my ridlicates; 
nia the Baronet. If I may judge 
from appearances, you are rather an object 


of envy.”* The Major ſhrugged up bis 


ſhoulders, and, with a ſignificant ſmile, 


left him, to intreat the honour of Miſs 


| Lewis's hand, which ſne ee vich 


great bene . 24 


| Sir Georged didinox eſcem if poſed to dance, 


+4 1 N 


« Now prithee, 
Brudenell, concluded he, don't laugh 


138 THE FAIR CAMBRIANS, 
one in her party at whiſt; but he declined 
playing, and declared his reſolution to 
amuſe himſelf, for the remainder of the 
evening, with being a ſpectator of the 
dances. That is exactly my own plan, 
cried Miſs Courteney; for I am ſo ex- 
ceffively fatigued with going through the 
laſt horrid cotillion, that I ſhall really be 
glad to reſt. Will you join us, Mrs. Har- 
ley? Lord,“ continued ſhe, in a loud 
whiſper, * it will be infinitely amuſing to 
ſee your brother go down the belle Catha- 
rine with his hobbling partner. Indeed, 
there is Og I _— ſo . PG 
her dance.” BST ee blo 
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* Pray e e ainſi of 5 
| her . cried Mrs.' nee 
ee dais Me: aig Dio Courntiey, 5 
waging, as they entered che drawing 

No.] * me truly, Sir George, 
5 - | i 5 did i 
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did you ever, in the courſe of your travels, 
ſee any thing more diverting than the ſight 
we now behold? I vow I would rather 
ſee Mr. Lewis dance than Veſtris himſelf: 
why, he friſks exactly like a dry leaf bales 
a November blaſt ** | 
d PO taſte for the ridiculous,” an- 
ſwered the Baronet, is more animated 
than mine. While ſo charming a figure 
as Miſs Dorville moves before me, I find it 
difficult to os 1 attention on any leſs 9 
ang 1 


cc Do you = ſhe dances well?” 
« Ts it poſſible ſuch a queſtion can be 


aſked? Is ſhe not grace itſelf??? 


S | | 

« I nzvgr thought her ſo. On moſt. 
occaſions ſhe is too inanimate; but when 
| ſhe dances ſhe flies 1 into the other extreme, 
| abſolutely 
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abſolutely makes exerciſe of it, and looks 
as pleaſed as a country girl at a wake.“ 


* 


« Nay, now you go too far,” cried. 


Mrs. Harley: “ ſhe certainly dances finely; 


and, indeed, ſhe ought; for ſhe has had 


the advantage of the beſt maſters, and has 


taken unwearied Dos to improve her- 
le. „„ 


85 Au, m Sir "GY 10 by in 
Ancien, and little trouble, can have 
been neceſſary where nature has. done ſo . 


F 


much!“ 

Tov are ſo warm in her commenda- 
tions, that my brother will be almoſt | in- 
T7 clined to be jealous??? 7 


Ax only ſay,” anſwered,the: Baro- 


net, 7 dels a fortunate man af he has a. 


4 
* 
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08; Nav, as to that,” returned Mrs. 

Harley, I only give into what ſeems to 

be the err e I pretend to no 
particular information; for, though I am 
as intimate with her as any perſon in the 

world, 1 know very little more of her real 

ſentiments on ſome points than you do.“ 


O, sn is formality itſelf,” cried Miſs 
Courteney. Well, you may look as incre- 
dulous as you pleaſe, Sir George, but you 
will find yourſelf deceived in this fancied 
piece of perfection: the ſight of a grave 
face ougght to ſet you on your guard; deſign; 
lurks under it. Depend upon it there is a 
thouſand times leſs harm in us mad girls, 
who ſay all, and ſometimes a great deal 
more than we think.” 4: 1650 


* Ma MOST readily alow i it, 75 replied the 
Want. ce The man muſt be inſenſible, | 
indeed, who can behold Miſs Dorville 
without *. eie his danger.” 

b Pook + 
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- Poox Julia loſt all patience; and riſing, 


Wed Mrs. Harley if ſhe would walk into 


the other room, declaring ſhe thought no- 
thing ſo tireſome as ſitting to ſee others 


dance. The widow looked at Sir George, 


and perceiving that he was not diſpoſed to 
move, told her fair companion that ſhe had | 
promiſed Miſs Dorville to wait there till 
ſhe had finiſhed the dance, which was then 


beginning, as ſhe ſuppoſed it would be 
the laſt. Miſs Courteney ſtood a moment 
irreſolute, and then beckoning with her 


fan to a gentleman at a little diſtance, left: 


the bode with him, without ee x 


Mzs. Soles: was not W to ſes bar: 
depart; for ſhe had hitherto ſought in vain” 
an opportunity of engroſſing Sir George's 
attention entirely to herſelf. © Your ad- 


miration af Miſs Dorville,” cried ſhe, - 
„ has, I believe, abſolutely frighted Miſs 


Courteney away, waa in no very gracious 
| | humour. Ry 
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humour. How could you be ſo D'S as to 


entertain a lady with the commendations 
of her friend?” 


« Way, I believe it was a little injudi- 
cious,” replied he, laughing,“ conſidering 
the knowledge of her character which I 
have this evening had an opportunity of 
h og 


«Tx requires no very FAR Rl 


indeed,” anſwered Mrs. Harley, © to find 


her out; but that is, in my eſtimation, a 
pleaſing part of her character: there is no- 
thing ſo e ah unkind, as referve 
in an intimate e friend. 


Cexratxx v, 1 Sir George, 
* where the heart and diſpoſition are 


amiable, they cannot be too clearly mani- 
feſted; and when otherwiſe, we are obliged 
to the openneſs of temper which renders 

. concealment 


? 


Þ 


- 


% L 
5 
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concealment impoſſible: : yet the peace and 
good order of ſociety is ſometimes promo- 
ted by the efforts which malice and ill-na- 
ture make to aſſume the APPL. of 
their Per? virtues.” 


. 85 „ it may,“ returned Mrs. 
Harley: « but 1 have ſo inſurmountable 
an averſion to deceit in myſelf, that the 
ſlighteſt appearance of it in another diſ- 

5 guſts me. Partially fond as I am of Miſs 

Dorville, I cannot be blind to it in her. 

But I am, at this moment, giving you, 

perhaps, an improper proof of the unre- 

ſervedneſs of my temper: I forget that 1 

never knew you till to-day.” CES, 


SF Adi why remember ſo chilling a cir- 
 cumſtance?” replied he. © Be prevailed 
upon to ante- date the commencement of 
our acquaintance; and when we meet to- 
1 rom, let us be old intimates.“ 1 
W . 
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% Wien all my heart,” cried ſhe. 1 
will note it down among my memoran- 
dums, that we have been acquainted theſe 
dozen years: you are a friend juſt return- 
ed from abroad; and I have your pardon 
to aſk for*not recollecting you.” 


Sin George had only time to return a 
ſmiling bow to this obliging ſpeech. A 
ſqueeze, if not a kiſs, of her fair hand, 
would have been permitted, if it was not 
expected; but the approach of a party 
from the card toom prevented all particu- 
lar converſation between them, at that 
time, and, indeed, for the night; for the 
dance was ſoon after at an end; and when 
they had ſat half an hour to chat and re- 
freſh themſelves, the different families de- 

parted to their reſpective habitations. 
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CHAPTR VIIL 


1 
! — 


CONTAINS. SOMETHING EQUALLY INTERESTING, 
3 
an FULL AS NECESSARY. ro BE AZAD, 


| | AS THE LAST. 
5 4 . WR, . 1 . 


HE ere of Arabella was not ſo 
undiſturbed as uſual after her return 
from Abberhonvy. She felt what, to an 
ingenuous mind, muſt be the moſt painful 
of all ſenſations, a doubt with 5 N to 
the propriety of her own conduct. Yet, 
when ſhe conſidered it over and over, ſhe 
could ſcarce tell how it would have been 
poſſible for her to have acted otherwiſe; 
and at * concluded that her vexation 


+ 


SEPT DD e 
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principally aroſe from the behaviour of 
the Major-and his ſiſter. This, in ſome 
degree, relieved, but was far from render- 
ing her caſy; for ſhe ſaw that it would be 


impoſſible to avoid ſpending a large part 
of her time in their ſociety for ſeveral en- 


ſuing. months, which, if they perſiſted in 
their! preſent conduct, muſt be equally 
painful and diſadvantageous to her. She 
refolved;; however, by the moſt determined 
reſerve and coldneſs, to check Mr. Berk. 
ley's freedoms, or at leaſt manifeſt her en- 


tire diſapprobation of | them. Nad 
him entirely from Beechvood, would hae 


2 if not impoſſible; for he 


* had Ft PROTON nr on e roms 
of intimacy with him: he had, in- 
1 een the me: ns 


received as a friend: her 


of raiſing hien $6: his pre- 
ſent rank in the army; and his firſt eoming 
into Glamorganſhire had been at the re- 
queſt of Colonel Darville, who, anxious 
Bo TY. ” T. _ to. 
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to ſettle as many of his friends as he: ak 
| around him, offered him the Bank, a plea- 
ſant ſmall habitation, with a little farm 
round it, on eaſy terms; inviting him, at 
the ſame time, to look upon the Park as 
his other home. Miss Marſhall too, who 
had great influence with Mrs. Dorville, 
would be her ſtrenuous oppoſer; and ren 
der it. impoſſible for her tb prevent his 
| being, as) ATURE nigh 1 155 e 2 N (vi- 
r II. 4 267, 3.03 0035103, bas 9099 
Tus ea a ich Aubell had re- 
0 to reſt, depri ved her of heraccuſtomed 
morning walk; but ſhe vas ready f toe het 
ſiſter⸗ s time of f breakfaſting· Maria 
her with a greater appearance of chearful: 
neſs an nen 1, alten her late ſevere 


OS manga thei room, 5: 1 biring; you a 
thouſand Met n Mrs. e 


8 5 | 1 « promiſe 
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pts to excuſe it before I explain its 
nature? | 


0 91 ; - 


« War is it, my dear?” replied Ar- 
bella, changing colour. 


— 


Maria; * though between two ladies, and 
a beau in the caſe.” | 


« Pray tell me, Maria, without further 
rrifling?” : 


4 Way Lam quite amazed? Is it po- 


ſible that you can be impatient about fo 


ſmall a matter? You know how dearly 1 


love to teaze, and that anxious look 
pts me to indulge myſelf, eſ- 
pecially as you fo ſeldom give me an op- 


cc Nav, no capital offence,” anſwered 
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« Tus liberties which Mrs. Harley al- 
lows herſelf,” cried Arabella, are ge- 
nerally of a kind ſo diſagreeable to me, 
that I own myſelf apprehenſive of any ſhe 


may have taken i in my name.” 


„ Logy, 6 are ſo afraid of yourſelf. 
Your name was never mentioned; and, 
to keep you no longer in ſurprize, all ſhe 


has done is to invite that great and ſur- 


priſing genius Mr. Lewis to n 


here this ene et 


O, ir chr i anfvertd; Arabella, 


greatly relieved, © ſhe has my free par- 


don. I hope ſhe is riſing to receive him.” 


“Sur has been up a long time: Thave 
been with her ſince ſeven o'clock, hear- 


ing a hiſtory of all our laſt night's adven- 


TOTES.” 


% Axp 
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« Avp pray, if it is an allow able queſ- 


tion, what account has ſhe, given you? 
of what colour are her feclings on the oc- 
caſion ? She appeared greatly intereſted; 
but whether, upon the whole, pleaſed, or 
otherwiſe, I am really unable to determine, 
though we were together a large part: o 
| the evening.” | 


44%, 0, sur is charmed, delighted with 
every thing, and every body. The Baronet 
was ſo polite and attentive, and the Cour- 
teneys ſo mortified, that they could not 
entirely attach him to themſelves. Lou 
cannot conceive how I have been amuſed 
with her account of Miſs Julia's diſap- 
pointment, who, ſhe declares, is dying 
for him. Nay, ſhe believes every woman 
in the room, except yourſelf, in the ſame 
condition.” Fe 
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I WoxpER how ſhe came to make an 


exception in my favour, when e con- 
clutled all oy dau with | her __—_ 


The ie: ertranct of Mes. „ Plharkly 10 
Miſs Marfhall interrupted their converfa- 
tion, and foon after Mr. Lewis made His 
appearance. Well, I proteft you are 
the 'moſt punctual man alive,” cried Mrs. 
Harley. I toid you breakfaſt would be 
upon the table at nine, and you have not 

made us wait a minute. 1 fuppoſe your 
horſe has the marks of the e about him 
| for this.“ fa 


F 


$4 


* No, Indeed,” cepiet + 2 1 have 
never worn ſpurs fince Thad fo dangerous | 
a fall at Oxford: 1 was 4 as near as poſſible 
to breaking my right arm: I dare ſay you 


heard of it: I was not able to uke for . 
five weeks after.“ 


rnb 


e V 


ruf FAIR CAMBRIANS = 173 
„ Parnars,” cried the widow, © it - 
was a deliverance to ſome damſel, who, 
in that time, might have received a bil- 
tet-doux that would have endangered her 
future felicity. Now confeſs, had not 
ſome fair one xeaſan to bleſs the diſaſter?” 


No, upon my word. I neyer wrote 
to any. woman in my life, except my 
ſiſter, and to her as ſeldom as poſſible. 
Letter writing is the talent of the ladies; 
we men ſeldom 1 ta any (kill in 
it. · 


„ O, you are too modeſt, ' replied | 
Mrs, Harley. „ have heard your epiſ- 
tles ſpoke of as ae models of elo 
| quence.” 27 


2 Wet cried the ſimple Squire; «] I 
can only fay that your infarmers were too 
partial to me. Jo be ſure, laſt ſummer a 

HOPE 15 9 5 few 
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few nates es paſt between me and Miſs Cour- 
teney.” 5 | 


1 5 0, THAT is no diſcovery,” ad Miſs 
Marſhall. I have heard Mr. Berkley 
talk of your attachment to Miſs Julia.” 


Bor, after her behaviour laſt night,” 
cried Mrs. Harley, © I hope you have too 
much | pirit to think of proceeding in the 
affair. There are a thouſand women of 
fortune and talents ſuperior to her's, who 
would think themſelves 1 9.6 th in your at- 
. tachment.“ | 


b are vey Wii, very kind, 
Madam,” faid Mr. Lewis, bowing. 1 

own, as you point out the lady's behaviour, 
in the light you place it, I confeſs it was 
not what 1 have a right to expect from 

| her: I was angry at the time; but I ſhall 

have an explanation to day; for my ſiſter 
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and I dine at Llangorwel, and are to meet 


your brother and Sir George Brudenell: we 


were invited in the moſt preſſing manner 
laſt night.“ | 

„ Ws, that is very extraordinary,” 
replied Mrs. Harley. Lady Anne is 
the moſt malicious woman upon earth, or 
we muſt have been included in the invita- 
tion. How exceſſively provoking! Nay, 


dear Miſs Dorville, no arch looks: if you 


were ſo near a brother from whom you 


had been long divided, you would feel for 


me.“ 76 
« Anp ſuch a brother too,” added · Miſs 
Marſhall. % Who, that knows him, can 


be inſenſible | to his merits 2, D 


c O, RIED Arabella, * your concern 


1s highly natural, and does not in the leaſt 


ſurprize met 
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Ir is impoſſible to feel comfortably,” 
cried the angry widow, © while there are 
' ſuch ill-natured people in the world. I 
do aſſure you, Mr. Lewis, you will find - 
' yourſelf much deceived in that family: 
they keep up an appearance of civility and 
friendlineſs while the darkeſt rancour lies 
at their hearts: but perhaps you are gone 
too far to recede with honour; if fo, 1 
| ſhould be forry to injure them in your 
, opinion; but Lam as * a. are art- 

ful. %%% ny nl 17 OM 


5 0 1 FEEL 1 myſelf very conch obliged + to 
you, Madam,” replied he, © for your 
good opinion, and kind caution, and ſhall | 
certainly require an explanation of her 
laſt night's behaviour from Miſs Courte- 


ney.” 


Fs . an er whiſpered 
Mrs. Harley to Maria: xc he i is really too 
une 
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ſtupid to afford us the leaſt diverſion. 
But what ſay you to a walk? I am to be 


indulged with Miſs Maria's company for 


the morning; and Miſs Marſhall of courſe 


diſengaged: but we muſt go towards the 


Bank, or we ſhall perhaps miſs my bro- 
ther, who will Oey be en to ſee 
us. 

Miſs Marſhall roſe immediately, and, 
with the ſofteſt complacency, told her 
pupil ſhe was entirely at her liberty for the 
day. Maria rang for their cloaks; and 


haſtily finiſhing their breakfaſt, all pre- 


pared' for going, except Arabella, who ex- 


cuſed herſelf, as ſhe found they meant to 


take the road to the Bank; and determined 
to employ the time of their abſence with 


her mother, or in the library, where ſhe 


had a variety of amuſements always at 


hand. 
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Tux morning was uncommonly fine, 
and the walking party ſet out in high 
ſpirits. Miſs Marſhall and Maria had 
each an arm of Mrs. Harley' s; and Mr. 
Lewis moſt obligingly carried the little 
Romeo, for whom aj r, and gentle exerciſe, 


was judged neceſſary by his miſtreſs, on 


account of a flight indiſpoſition ſhe had 
perceived in him the day before. At a 
Tmall diſtance from the Bank, they were 
met by the Major and Sir George, who 
was introduced to the two ladies, whom 
he had not ſeen before. Both gentlemen 


made the uſual enquiries reſpecting the 


health of their partners the preceding 
evening. For me,” anſwered Mrs. 


Harley, my appearance at this early 


hour will inform you that I am perfectly 
recovered from my fatigue, and Miſs Dor 
ville 1 as well. * 
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N War, then,” ſaid the Major, c would 
ſhe deny us the happineſs of ſeeing her 
this morning? for, by your near approach, 


I truſt a friendly call was intended me.“ 


- > O, you know how much ſhe ſtands 
upon ceremony,“ replied Mrs. Harley. 
« But don't be caſt down, dear William: 
let us be comfortably ſeated in your par- 
lour, and I will rare an expedient to 
make For gy | 1 


ce 3 cried Miſs Marſhall, cc I 
am ſo much exhauſted with the walk we 
have taken, which is a long one for me, 
that. I ſhall be glad of reſt, and a diſh of 
coffee, for my head aches exceſſively.” 


* 


| BzrKLEY could do no leſs than alter 
her the ſupport of his arm till they reached 


the houſe; and the happy governeſs's 


weakneſs increaſed ſo much upon it, that 


„ ſhe 
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ſhe could ſcarce prevail upon herſelf to 
move at all; and the patience of her ſup- 
porter was nearly exhauſted before the 
walk, ſhort as it was, came to an end. | 
They were ſcarce ſeated, and the coffee 
ordered, when the Major begged to hear 


the expedient his ſiſter had promiſed to 


communicate, which ſhe told him was, 
that he ſhould take a walk to the Park 
immediately, which ſhe knew was what 
Mis Dorville expected. Sir George looked 
ſiurprized, and Miſs Marſhall almoſt. pe- 
trefied at the propoſal; but the Major re- 
ceived it with a careleſs ſmile; and tell- 
ing his friend that he muſt do the honours | 
of his houſe in his abſence, with a flight. 
apology to the reſt of the party, was pre- 
paring to go, when the reſolute governeſs, 
determined not to be ſo diſappointed, ftart- 
ing up, declared ſhe had, till that mo- 
ment, entirely forgotten a letter of the ut- 
moſt conſequence, which ſhe muſt poſſi- 
Tiny 


THE FAIR CAMBRIANS. - ally * 


tively write that morning; and, notwith- 
ſtanding her dreadful head-ach, and ex- 


treme fatigue, ſhe put on her cloak with 
the greateſt. alacrity, and, after giving 


him to the tender care of Mr. Lewis, and 


lamenting the neceſſity ſhe was under to 


leave them , ſmiling bid them adieu. Mr So 
Harley made ſome lively remarks upon 
the ſudden and fortunate recollection of 
Miſs Marſhall, which ſeemed to divert all 
| the party except the Baronet, who appear- 
ed thoughtful, and, notwithſtandi g al 
the efforts ſhe made to amuſe him, inat- 
tentive to what ſhe faid, except ſhe men- 


_ plainly ſaw he was deeply intereſted. This 


confirmation of ſuſpicions ſhe had before 
. conceived gave her a thouſand pangs; 


not only as it threatened the fruſtration of 


her own hopes, but awakened the malig- 


nant paſſion of envy in her boſom, which 
5 . who 
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who ever has felt in any powerful degree, 
muſt allow capable of exciting ſenſations 
the moſt acutely painful. After ſome 
conſideration, ſhe reſolved, at all events, 
to prevent the idea of a nearer connection 
with Arabella from gaining ground in the 
breaſt of Sir George; and giving Maria 
a a hint to engage Mr. Lewis by a walk in 
the garden, during their abſence, plainly 
told him chat an engagement ſubſiſted be- 
tween Miſs Dorville and her brother; 
though it was her whim that it ſhould not 
be publicly known till ſhe came of age; 
begging, at the ſame time, that he; would 
not mention what he had heard, even | to 
the Major, who held the will of his future 
bride ſacred even in the minuteſt particu- 
lar. © And who. would not be proud of 
having an opportunity of ſhowing his de- 
votion to ſuch a lady? ctied the Baronet, 
with a ſigh. e og 


- 


* ] ALLOW,” 
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« J ALIOw.'' ſaid Mrs. Harley, & that 
ſhe has many accompliſhments, and that 
William is, upon the whole, very fortu- 
nate; but ſhe is not without defects, which, 
however, I do not mean to dwell upon, 
or diſplay; but I don't know how it is, I 
am ſtrangely tempted to ſpeak my whole 
mind when I converſe with you.” | 


cc Tnar is no more than J have a right 
to expect,” replied he, © upon the ſcore. 
of our old intimacy; and I am a paſſionate 
admirer of that amiable openneſs of cha- 
| racter which you ſeem to lament as a 
5 weakneſs. From the ſpeaking eye, and 
ſweet benevolent ſmile of Miſs Dorville, 
I ſhould have expected to have found it 
in her, more than in any other of her 
ow” 0 
„I $HouLD be ſorry to doubt your 
ee or ſkill in a, 
anſwered 
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anſwered ſne, but in the preſent in- 
ſtance, I muſt ar you have en no proof 
of Sher. e 

San. e was a. and looking 
half incredulous, the widow, fearing to 
alarm his ſuſpicions by ſaying more at 
that time, dropped the ſubject, and pro- 
poſed joining Maria and Mr. Lewis in the 
garden. They ſoon after ſet out towards 
Beechwood; and Sir George mentioned his 
intention of paying his reſpects to Mrs. 
Dorville and her daughter; but Berkley, 
who met them on the road, informed him 
that Arabella had juſt ſet out to accompany 
her mother in an airing: the three gentle- 
men, therefore, (for Mrs. Harley had in 
vain endeavoured to induce Mr. Lewis to 
break his engagement,) took their leave 
an ſoon- as | they had conducted them 


e 
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The officious particularity of the Ma- 
jor's viſit had greatly offended Arabella. 


She was at her harpſichord when he en- 


tered; but inſtantly riſing from it, could 
not be prevailed upon to indulge him with 


| mour, wou ak, fame fine. akin * 


and n aſter, though he was difpoſed to 


talk at a great rate, and be very entertain- 


ing, ſhe left him; and prevailing upon 


her mother to take an airing, ordered the 


7 carriage to de got 2 an 5 


ou ata ber. 


pra Dk was in a WO AE paſ- : 
ſion on ſeeing them ſet out, and near ma- 


- king a full diſcovery to the 


when the eager Ghee of her looks 


lected, in an ain; that her. knowledge 


; of his I upon Arabella, would ren- 
= . | „ | der 
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186 THE FAIR CAMBRIANS, 
der her as violent an enemy, as ſhe had 
been hitherto a zealous friend. By that 
means his intereſt, in the family, would 
be greatly leſſened; and on unremitted at- 
tention and perſeverance all his hopes de- 
pended. He therefore turned to Miſs 
Marſhall, and exclaimed againſtthe whim- 
fical tempers ſo univerſal in young wo- 


- men of fortune. © I ſwear,” ſaid he, 


« it is the moſt inſufferable of all ſlaveries 
to be obliged to rack one's invention for 
compliments to pleaſe their inſatiable va- 
nity;. and, after all, they think we are 
obliged to them for a patient hearing! 
By Jupiter, if ever I marry, and I believe 
it will be my fate to be nooſed one day or 
other, I ſhall make a choice very different 
from what the world expects; it ſhall not 
be a woman who imagines herſelf a god- 
deſs, and wiſhes me to fall down and adore 
her. 1 cannot live whole days upon a 
ſmile! - no,” ſeizing the governeſs's hand 
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in affected rapture, « Iam for reciprocity 
in love as well as politics. —What 1 you 
to my plan?“ * 


« I Trxs,” ſaid ſhe, heſitating and 
bluſhing, “a mutual paſſion is neceſſary to 
ſecure felicity in the happieſt of all ſtates,” 


„ ] BELIxVE we think alike in moſt 
things,” replied he, however we may 
apparently differ: but as I have not yet 
ſufficiently arranged my affairs to enable 
me to take that deſperate leap which 
| plunges us into the gulph of matrimony, 
I will truſt myſelf no longer with you. 
Adieu; ſqueezing her hand. Say not 
a word of this converſation; for I would 
hereafter give the world nns to 
wonder at.“ 


Hs then left her as happy and as fecure 
as if he had that morning taken her « for 
: better or for . 75 
' AzABELLA'S 
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__ ARABELLA'S airing had entirely reftored 
| her uſual harmony of ſpirits; and though 
informed that, at the inſtance of Miſs 
Marſhall, Mrs. Dorville had invited Sir 
George and the Major to ſpend the next 
day with chem, felt not in the leaſt diſ- 
pleaſed. She ſincerely wiſhed to avoid 
the latter; yet, as he was, at preſent, in- 
ſeparable from his friend, felt no diſin- 
clination to permitting his viſits, at leaft, 
till ſhe. could obtain an opportunity of 
convincing. Sir George that ſhe was not 
entangled in the manner ſhe had reaſon to 
believe he imagined her. . How deceitful 
are the firſt, approaches of love! Arabella 
thought ſhe was only ſolicitous to unde- 
oeive the Baronet, from a regard to the 
purity of her own character. It was, in 
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monly free in his manners; and imagined 
all the anxiety ſhe felt aroſe merely from 
her unwillingneſs chat ſuch an idea ſhould 
prevail. But ſhe was miſtaken; her 
heart was concerned! The Major's aſſi- 
duities had long furniſhed the neigh- 
bourhood with a 'topic of animadver- 


ſion, and ſhe had occaſionally been in- 0 


formed of it: but though the always diſ- 


couraged re ports of that kind, ſhe never 
zht them of moment till now; they 


never made her uneafy till Sir George 
heard them. Short as their acquaintance 
had been, the felt that his good opinion 


Was neceſſary to her happineſs. Had ſhe 


reflected upon this circumſtance 53 it would 
have alarmed her; but totall ly i ignorant 


of the mazes of che moſt intricate of all | 


- 1 C 


the paſſions, how mould her imple, in- 
genuous heart Ty ſ] ſpect ! its near entangle. 
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CHAPTER VI. 
WHEREIN THE AMIABLE' PASSION IS SHEWN TO 
HAVE TAKEN POSSESSION OF THE 
Su HEART OF ARABELLA; 5 
WITH OTHER IMPORTANT MATTERS WORTHY 
. THE READER'S. vage on 61 


* 


* — 
4 


2 was merely the force of habit which 
induced Arabella to viſit her favourite 


q dell the next morning; for her mind was | 


ſo entirely occupied by what appeared of 


much more importance, that ſhe viewed 


its improvements with an unuſual indif- 
ference, and remained there little longer 


than was neceſſary to give the workmen 


ſome further directions, and encourage her 
„ | = young 
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young labourers, by liberal commenda- 
tion, and a promiſe; of conſtant employ- 


ment, if hos continued nun induſ=- 


trious. 


| Soon after breakfaſt ſhe went into the 
library, and was much concerned to find 
Maria and her governeſs'on worſe terms 
than ever. The former being more un- 
tractable, and impatient of controul, ſince 
the frequent opportunities ſhe had enjoyed 
of benefitting by the advice of her friend 
and favourite; and Miſs Marſhall little i in- 
clined to allow her greater liberties than 
ſhe had hitherto done, though often re- 
minded of her recent promiſe ſo to do. 
Arabella, diſtreſſed to behold her ſiſter ſo 
miſerable, and certain that her temper 
muſt be ruined by ſuch continual jarring 
and dif: agreement, reſolved once more to 
prevail with her mother to interpoſe. 


But EW ker remonſtrances "wy intreaties 
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192 TAL FAIR CAMBRIANS, 
were vain: ſhe would not be perſuaded to 
lay any blame on Miſe Marſhall, of whoſe 
principles and abilities ſhe had a very high 
opinion; and either was, or, as an excuſe 
for her own indolence, pretended to be, fully 
convinced that Maria 's difficulties were 
entirely che ereatures of her own wayward 
imagination. Arabella was hurt, but not 
difappornted, by Mrs. Dorville's obſti- 
nacy; for ſhe had conceived fmall he 
| from an experiment ſhe had before re- 
—_— tried with the een OR. * 


Tur ee which Mrs e 
Mage neceffary for the reception of Sir 
be yy on a ae of her 
gee 1s kerry d heron ebene. 
ev e ach ay: anc ro 
nor wo to be e 1 y diſcouraged, was al. 
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to fix upon ſome more attainable object; 
the ſtate of her finances loudly demanding 


the aſſiſtance of ſome man of fortune to re- 


cruit them, her annual income being to- 
tally inſufficient for the maintenance of a 


woman of her ſpirit; and her brother 


having only a deeply encumbered eſtate 
to help out his commiſſion, was unable 
even to afford her a temporary ſupply. 


Tur Major, in compliance with a ſum- 
mons from his ſiſter, arrived at Beech- 


wood a full hour before dinner time, and, 


by her orders, was ſhown into her dreſſing 


room. Lou were ſurprized, I make no 


doubt, at the note I ſent you this morn- 


ing,” cried ſhe, as he entered; * but ſhut 
the door, and fit down: I want to have 
ſome ſerious converſation with you.” 


60 You raiſe” my expectations moſt 
agreeably: but, dear Lucy, if what you 
have to communicate is good and plea- 
„ «= GE © 
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ſant, what need of ſo much ſolemnity in 
the diſcuſſion of it? If the charming Ara- 
bella has made you her confidant, and 
confeſſed that all her diſtance and reſerve 
has proceeded from exceſs of affection— 
You ſhake your head—Well, perhaps ſhe 
has not gone quite ſo far—T'll thank you 
even for a glimmering of hope Only aſſure 
me that a ſpark of love exiſts in her bo- 
ſom, and by heaven I blow it up into a 
flame!“ py 
| yn An, William, i it is in vain to flatter 
Jou There! is not a chance of your ſuc- 
ceeding in your preſent purſuit. ? 
Nor a chance! The gods forbid that 
1 ſhould think ſo! Cold, icey as ſhe is, 
perſeverance will ſurely ſubdue her. I 
hope you do not think I have a rival in 
Brudenell? chat idea has Sen me ſeveral 
I uneaſy hours.“ 
IAM not quite certain as to that, for 
the does not honour me with her confi- 
dence; but it is plain ſhe admires him; 
and 
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and, conſidering your views, I think you 


were little better than a mad man to bring 


« O, you need not accuſe me there. 
I ſhould, indeed, have had reaſon to curſe 
my own folly, if IT had invited him; but 
his viſit is merely en paſſant in the courſe | 


of a tour through Wales; and if the of- 
ficiouſneſs of the Courteneys does not de- 
tain him, I hope to get rid of him in a few 


days. 

7 You'! mikey be tice they will edited 
to detain him: they even hope that he 
will carry off Miſs Julia; but I have rea- 
ſon to believe him greatly taken with Miſs 


Dorville.”* _ 


“I susrrer it too,” eried the Majors ; 


Cc though I have avoided. all mention of 


her with him as much as poſſible; as I 
did not chuſe to aſſert a direct falſehood; 
and he ſeemed once or twice inclined to 


queſtion me very cloſely with reſpect to the 
terms I am upon with her. But I evaded 
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198 . ˖— 
his enquiries in a manner which makes 
him imagine I am engaged, but not at li- 
berty to own it; and this, as he is a man 
of the niceſt honour, will, I hope, prevent 
his thinking of her in any other light than 
that of my intended wife.“ 
« THAT was the very idea which ſtruck 
me; and it can hardly fail of ſucceeding 


for a ſhort time: but if there was no ſuch 


perſon in exiſtence as Sir George, I again 
repeat you could have no — with Miſs 
Dorville.” 


U rox what grounds?“ exclaimed the 


Major, riſing in a paſſion. 


* O, INTERRUPTED ſhe, © I have too 


| much reaſon to be aſſured of it. She yeſ- 


terday mentioned the particularity of your 
behaviour in terms of ſuch cool and de- 
termined diſapprobation, that L can poſi- 


| tively ſay you have not a hope left. But, 


if you will be adviſed by me, you will, 
perhaps, have little reaſon to lament your 
e aaron | ' 

« IMPOSSIBLE! 
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« IMPOSsIBI EI I am abſolutely ruined 
if I loſe her. Was ſhe not my ſole in- 
ducement for ſettling here! Not my friend- 
ſhip for the father, but my deſigns upon 
his daughter and eſtate, brought me into 


Wales. By Jupiter, I would as ſoon have 
take up my abode in Finland as in this 
curſt country, had it not been for the hope 


of ſecuring her fortune, which, by the way, 
is more eſſential to my happineſs than her- 


ſelf. What, think you, has ſuch a fellow as | 


Eto do out of London? I was ſeveral times 
near hanging myſelf in the courſe of the 


laſt gloomy winter, and would hardly en- 


counter another among theſe mountains 
for all the Beechwood eſtate. Yet, with- 
out ſome additional thouſands, I am but 
ill provided for entering the world again 
with the eclat my ambition demands. 
| Gods! have I payed ſuch ſervile court to 
the mother, the daughters, the governeſs, 
and even her very lap dog, to give up all 


at laſt? Tis enough to drive one mad. 
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„Well, my good brother, when your 
paſſion ſubſides a little, perhaps you will 
condeſcend to hear what I have to purpoſe. 
You uſed to ſay I was excellent at an ex- 
pedient; nay, hear my filently. Suppoſe 
you transfer your devoirs to the younger 
fiſter? I think I can almoſt infure your 
ſucceſs there; and as her fortune is the 
ſame, and her perſon nearly as handſome, 
cannot conceive that any nne can 
be made.“ 

e Wuv, if you are abſolutely certain as 
to the impoſſibility of my ſucceeding with 
the elder, I ſee nothing that I can do bet- 
ter; for 1 freely own intereſt to be my 
chief object. The wife will always appear 
a pill to me; and there is little difference 
between one and another, ſo they are 
equally well gilded; and if you can point 

out the ready road to the heart of the 

. giddy Maria, Sir George Brudenell, or 

any other man, may 2 her neee 

ſiſter or mee 
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*© Nay,” cried the widow, “ give me 
leave to ſpeak there. I have a penchant 


for the Baronet myſelf, and, of courſe, do 


not wiſh him ſo ſpeedily diſpoſed of. Be- 
ſides, it is neceſſary that you ſhould keep 


up exactly the ſame appearances as uſual, 


that none of the family may ſuſpect your 


| deſign; for A diſcovery would inevitably 


defeat it. T think I need not remind you 
that it will be neceffary to proceed with 
ſpirit: it muſt be done at once, or not at 
all; for, though I think Maria may be 


hurried into a raſh action by the violence 


of her temper, which, when provoked, 
fhe has no guard of, yet ſhe bas much 
good ſenſe, and a ſtrong attachment to 
her fiſter, which is the principal thing I 


am afraid of. All my addreſs, and your 


rhetoric, will be neceſſary to avoid ſplitting 
upon that rock. What I chiefly depend 


upon is my influence over the governeſs, * 
uhich I will uſe to render her confinement 
K4 aabſolutely 
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abſolutely intolerable. She muſt be a 
mere puppet in our hands.“ 

« O, woman! woman!” exclaimed the 
Major, „how wonderful are thy inven. 
tions! Here I, a poor honeſt, ſtraight-for- 
ward blockhead, have beat and beat the 
buſh, i in hopes of rouſing a ſhy bird, who 
would, fifty to one, have eſcaped me at 
laſt, while your ſuperior genius points to 
the net, which is ſcarce ſpread before the 
flutterer is entangled. Dear creature, I 
could hug thee for thy contrivance.” 

„O, PLL excuſe your fondneſs: I ex- 
pect ſomething more ſubſtantial, as the 
reward of my ſervices, when you are in 


poſſeſſion of Maria's thouſands.” | 


% Dear Lucy, you ſhall make your 


demand; and it muſt be high indeed, if 


I heſitate about complying with it. Yet 


I could almoſt be weak enough to lament 
* the neceſſity I am under of giving up all 
hopes of Arabella: ſhe is a charming, a 

far preferable woman!“ 


«SILLY, 
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8 SILLY, fooliſh man Have 1 not 
told you that ſhe diſlikes, deſpiſes, and 
ſeeks an opportunity of entirely diſcarding 
you? Drop all your ridiculous lamentations- 
from this moment, and reſolve to enter 
upon our new ſcheme with ſpirit; for E 
once more aſſure you, if we do any thing, 
it muſt be by expedition. I have now 
pointed out to you the certain road to- 
fortune; purſue it, and proſper. Depend. 
upon it, you may ſucceed if you will: 


but a minute muſt not. be 108 : * thi very 


day you muſt begin the attac 
« Turs day! this hour! ee 
cried the Major, in a rapture.. « A week 


ſnall carry us to Gretna-Green: the ſum 
mer ſhall be whirled away at ſome of the 


faſhionable lounging places; and London, 


London ſhall: fucceed ;. where E will enjoy, 
to its fulb extent, every wiſh of my heart.” 


« WELL, well, moderate your tranſ- 
ports, my good brother. Prudence is as 


neceſſary as fire to good generalſhip. ; 
4 | K 5 ; Come, 
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Come, compoſe your countenance, and 


walk down ſtairs.—That was well done.— 


You are under compleat diſcipline, I ſee, 


which is an omen of ſucceſs to me, your 


commander. Go down; for Brudenell is, 


by this time, arrived. Ah, ſweet fellow! 


if I was as ſecure of him as you are f 
Maria !—But that's a vain wiſh. I wilt 


take care that you ſhall have an oppor- 


tunity of rer, aſide to your enamorato 
before nigt . 
% AND you u may 3 upon me 05 
making the proper uſe of it.—. 
« None ever had ſo ſtrange an art 
His paſſion to convey 
Into the liſt'ning virgin en, 
% And ſteal her ſoul away; 


| _— fang the Major, as he quitted his 


ſiſter's apartment, elated with the hope of 
ſpeedy fortune ; which, fanguine as his 


'- temper was, Arabella's determined cold- 


neſs had, though he' was unwilling to 


ou it even to himſelf, nearly baniſhed 


98 : from 
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from his boſom. As he deſcended the 
ſtairs, Sir George entered the hall, and 
aſked him, with a forced ſmile, whether 
he had been enjoying a tetẽ a-tẽtẽ. 

I nave,” replied Berkley, „ with @ 


fair lady in her dreſſing room. But ſay 
nothing of it in the parlour: mothers ſome- 
times look croſs on theſe occafions; and 
one would not irritate them tall o one can do 
it to ſome purpoſe.” | 
I uE Baronet made no anſwer; but en- 
tering with him the room where Mrs. 
Dorville, Maria, and her governeſs were 
ſitting, payed his compliments in a man- 
ner leſs eaſy and graceful than was natural 
to him; for. the abſence of Arabella leſt 
him no room to doubt of Berkley's having 
been with her; and every circumſtance 
that ſerved to confirm the idea of their 
attachment, gave him a pain which he 
fſeared to aſk himſelf the cauſe of. The 
= = widow and Miſs Dorville ſoon after came 
. dinner paſſed not in the. hum drum 
„„ way 
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way uſual to ſmall parties in the country, 
who meet for the ſake of a pleaſant ride or 
walk, and have little or nothing to ſay, till 
the appearance of the deſert gives them an 
opportunity ofdefcantingupon the produc — 
tions of their ſeveral gardens, hot-houſes, 
&c. Sir George had an inexhauſtible fund 
of ideas, drawn from an accurate obſerva- 
tion of the preſent age, and a deep inveſ- 
tigation, through the medium of the beſt 
authors, into thoſe that are paſt. He 
Was able to give information, under the 
pleaſing maſk of entertainment, to moft 
of thoſe with whom he converſed. Not 
that he wiſhed to engroſs more than a 
moderate ſhare of the converſation: he 
| was fonder of drawing out the talents of 
N others, than of diſplaying his own; yet 
they were a never failing reſource when- 
ever he choſe to call them; and it was 
© impoſſible for dullnefs or ill humour to 
invade the ſociety of which he was a mem- 
ber. Every hour that he ſpent with Ara- 
. ** bei 
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bella, his admiration of her cvs: 
her animated converſation fully anſ wered 
the high expectations which the intelli- 
gent ſparkling of her eye had raiſed: her 
ſentiments, her opinions, her taſte, ſo 
exactly correſponded with his own, that 
they ſeemed to be informed by the ſame 
ſpirit. What delicious draughts of the 
enchanting paſſion did this amiable pair, 
unconſciouſly to either, take from each 
other! The reft of the world ſeemed to 
diſappear from before them: they felt, in 
all its force, that delightful ſympathy by 
which congenial ſouls are ſo powerfully 
attracted; and a ſummer's day paſſed, in 
their eſtimation, as a moment. 
Mus. Dorville had withdrawn imme- 
diately after tea, to take an airing, attend- 
ed, as was frequently her deſire, by her 
woman; and the reſt of the party agreed 
to walk round the pleaſure grounds, 
which were of conſiderable extent. The 
widow, now principally attentive to the 
wiſhes 
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| wiſhes of her brother, engaged Miſs Mar- 
fhall in a ſerious converſation, of which 
ne and his affairs being the ſubject, ſhe 
found it no difficult matter to intereſt her 
very deeply. Sir George, as ſhe had 
foreſeen, offered his arm to the happy 
Arabella, who never formed a perfect idea 
of felicity before; and the Major, of courſe, 
eſcorted Maria. This was a charming 
opportunity for him to open his batteries; 
and he began by telling her how much he 
' rejoiced to learn from his fiſter, that the 
unreaſonable auſterity of her governeſs 
was at length relaxed, and that ſhe was, in 
future, to be left to the guidance of her 
own good ſenſe, which every one, but 
Miſs Marſhall, had long ſince perceived 
was fully equal to conducting her with 


perfect propriety. © And pray,” cried 


Maria, © how long is it ſince Mrs. Harley 
gave you this piece of information? It 
muſt ſurely be of very recent date; for the 
en is entirely new to me. 
„ | " © New 25 


— 
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« New!” replied he. « You aftoniſh 
me. I thought an entire abolition of all 


reſtraint was to have taken place, and per- 


fect liberty and independance have been 
ſecured to you, on the day of ie s ar- 
rival!“ 


40 n of that kind was oldie 


of; but my hopes and expectations are fo 


poſſible, a more compleat ſlave: than ever. 


O, 1 had ſuch a lecture this morning 
But I forget that I am ſpeaking to her 
friend and favourite. Perhaps II wits . 
for my imprudence. “ 


* Srop, ſtop, 1 uwe you, Gt: ” 


rupted he eagerly: « harbour not ſuch un- 
juſt, ſuch cruel ſuſpicions; I renounce 


both appellations from my very foul. 5 


befriend her to the utmoſt of my power, 


in grateful remembrance of her worthy 
father; but her moſt injurious treatment 
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of the moſt beautiful and amiable of her 
fex, has rendered her my averſion.” 
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% Nay, Major, I ſhall cry ftop in my 
turn: theſe. fine compliments encroach 


upon the rights of Arabella.“ 


« An! Madam,” gently preſſing her 
hand, * how entirely have you miſtaken 


my real ſentiments! If I have hitherto: 
paid more conſtant and marked attention 
to Miſs Dorville than to her younger fiſter, 
it was only that the Argus, who guarded 
f the fair Maria, of whoſe ridiculous paſ- 


fion I could not be ignorant, might not be 


ſtill more envious of, and enraged againſt, 
her. I knew the power ſhe had over your 
comfort and eaſe, and feared to give her 


an additional and powerful » motive to the 


eruel exerciſe of it.” 


« WELL, Sir, I am ted to your oa 
tentions ; but you robbed me of a de- 
lightful opportunity of retaliation, which 
I really think would have made me ample 
amends for her increaſed ſeverity.” 

« CHARMING 
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may it never find a check.. Set this ma- 
licious woman at defiance; aſſert your 
natural independance, and be ruled by her 
no longer.” 
« O, I AM well inclined to whe your 
advice; but I am bound by the cruel 


chain of neceſſity; and the more I ſtruggle, 


the more it pains me.“ 5 
„ BREAK it,“ cried he, with warmth: then. 
in a ſofter voice, O that you would per- 
mit me to ſet you free? You ſee before 
you a man above deceit and artifice. He 


1s ſenſible that his fortune, though by no 


means contemptible, is not ſuch as will, 


to the intereſted part of the world, juſtify 


your acceptance of him; but his family 


and connections are unexceptionable; his 
expectations very conſiderable; and his 
heart, his ſoul, his future life, devoted to 


you, if you will only condeſcend to ac- 


cept them. I am ſenſible of my own un- 
worthineſs. What man can be otherwiſe, 
when 


CHARMING vivacity!''“ cried he: 
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when he addreſſes you ? You are filent; you 


look ſurpriſed! I own this declaration has 
been precipitate, perhaps ill-timed: per- 
haps my unguarded warmth has diſpleaſed 


vou; but I know your generous candour 


will make allowances for a temper like 
mine, heated by the knowledge of her diſ- 
treſs, who is the . of my moſt 5 
fionate regard. 6.7 

* You have, indeed, a me, 
replied Maria, heſitating. I have fo 


- often been a witneſs to your nearly ſimilar 


declarations to my ſiſter, that I can ſcarce 
perſuade myſelf that you are fpeaking 
me. Pray open your eyes, and you will 
eh your miftake.” “ | 
% DrartsT Madam, the error * hi- 
na been your's. I have acted a part, 
and you were deceived by it; but now I 


throw aſide, for ever, a maſk fo n to 


my nature, and my whole heart is open 
before you. Let that ſweet averted eye 
das n ene e an we 


may 
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may both be happy. Fly from cruel bon- 
dage to perfect free 


to you, recoil with tenfold violence on her 
malicious ſelf.· | be 

e You know, Sir, I am not at my own 
diſpoſal. Miſs Marſhall is to command 
me for two years to come; and it is 156 
before I ſhall be of age.” 


* Frvs years! chill not my foul with 


the mention of ſo dreadful a period. Can 
that delicate frame contend with continual 
mortification, contradiction, and confine- 
ment, for fo long a time! No; I am well 


aſſured you would, in a much ſhorter 


time, fall a victim to your triumphant ri- 
al: for fuch ſhe muſt ſoon commence, as I 
ſhall now find it utterly TO n 
| to. deceive. her.” | | 

% War, to own the 1 1 am mach 
of your opinion in that particular: I be- 


_ Heve nature did not deſign'me to endure 
very long; and my father, by his ili-· timed 
. care 


dom; let the Pangs, | 
which your barbarous perſecutor has given 
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care for me, has probably leſſened the 
ſhort term ſhe intended me.“ | 
O, Do not drive me to diſtraction, 
charming Maria! Shall the world be de- 
prived of its chief ornament, and I of all 
that my ſoul holds dear, for want of one 
effort ? Only reſolve to be free, all diffi- 
culties ſhall vaniſh ;- and ſhe who now 


exults over you, ſhall be left in a ſtate of 


the loweſt deſpondency. Moſt amiable, 

moſt ene of women, let me perſuade 

vou 12 5 
Do not teaze me any more at oviſent;?” 


| interrupted ſhe. ©« - Ro I _ arm 
| Arabella.“ | 


. Heaven forbid that you ſhould men- 
tion it to her; that would be inſtant de- 


ſtruction to all my hopes. iT well know 


the rigidneſs* of her principles; ſhe 


would facrifice even life to a punctilio. 


Why ſhould a ſuperior underſtanding, like 


your's, aſk advice from another, to aſſiſt 
its determinations? I beſeech you to let 


wy 


. 
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my cauſe be pleaded only at che tribunal 
of your own fair boſom; there let me 
ſtand or fall; but remember my life de- 
pends upon your reſolves.” | 

« War, this is a higher flight than ever 


4 heard you treat my ſiſter with: you are a 
perfect Oroondatis! But I tell you, once 


more, not to teaze me. The continuance 


of any one ſubject long together is what I 
cannot endure; try if you can find one a 
little more entertaining.” 


« PARDON me for a moment, a 
Madam: only aſſure me that you will not 


mention what I have ſaid to Miſs Dorville, 


and I will endeavour to obey you.” 
«I HATE aſſurances and promiſes, | ſo 


expect none from me. I ſhall act juſt as 


my humour prompts me: but remember, 


I will not exchange one tyrant for another., | 
Now pray attend to my injunctions; I am 


ina very ſtupid way, and want to be amuſed.“ 


Tux Major had obtained as much as he 
he could reaſonably expect from his firſt 


+” | declaration, 
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declaration, which fo effectually affiſted 5 
his natural flow of ſpirits, that he found no 
difficulty in giving his companion the en- 
tertainment ſhe deſired. Had ſhe poſſeſſed 
a great ſhare of penetration, his extreme 
gaiety, after ſo recent a diſcovery of his 
paſſion, would have diſpleaſed her. But is 
a knowledge of mankind to be expected at 
her age? Can the ſimplicity of fixteen cope 
with the artifice of fix-and-thirty? Alas! 
Poor Maria, thou art playing with the net 
which is intended to entangle thee : every 
ſmile which dimples thy ſoft cheek; is in- 
terpreted, by thy deſigning lover, as an 
onmien of his ſpeedy ſucceſs; and while thou 
art liſtening to his lively ſallies, and pointed 
ridicule on all whom thy levity induceth 
thee to diſlike, he is, in the inmoſt receſſes 
of his ſoul, intent only on the thouſands 
which he ſhall obtain by thy credubty. 
Ir the walk did not appear long to Mr. 
Berkley and Maria, what an inſtant was it 
to . Baronet and Her iter A thouſand 
times 
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times was Sir George upon the point of 
expreſſing his admiration, his paſſion (for 
he could no longer conceal from himſelf 
the nature of his emotions) to the lovely 
object of it; but the idea of her engage- 
ments to his friend as often checked him, 
and the half uttered words expired before 
they reached her. When they arrived at 
that ſpot which has been before mentioned, 
where, under an ancient oak, a ſeat had 

been placed by the late Colonel, they ſtopt; 

and Arabella could not reſiſt the inclina- 
tion ſhe felt to ſpeak of, to praiſe her fa- 
| ther. A ſweet langour took poſſeſſion of 
her features; and, as ſhe dwelt upon his 
virtues, his affection, and her loſs, a tear 
of tender ſenſibility ſtole from her eye. 
What were the ſenſations of Sir George at 
that moment! O, gentleſt Arabella he 
would have ſaid that thou wouldeſt ſuffer 
me to ſupply the place of him whom thou 
haſt loſt; that thou wouldeſt own me as 
thy Hugger, * faithful guide through 
25 


3 
* 
* 
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life; what bliſs, what exquiſite felicity 
| would it be, to ſupply, to thy feeling heart, 


all the happineſs thou couldeſt derive' from 


father, friend, and huſband ! 


Tux evening began to cloſe as they came 


vuvithin fight of the houſe; Mrs. Harley and 


Miſs Marſhall leading the way, or they 


| had probably not reached it ſo ſoon. The 


former was not perfectly pleaſed with Sir 
George's long * 1#/#-a-t#t# with Arabella; 


but, in conſideration of her brother's inte- 
| reſt, ſhe, for once, waved her own, and.ex- 
erted all her addreſs to amuſe the gover- 
neſs, that ſhe might not be tempted to in- 
terrupt a converſation from which ſhe 
- hoped ſo much. Mr. Courteney's coach 
ſtanding before the door, informed them 


of the unexpected arrival of that family. 
Mrs. Dorville had found them in the 
drawing room at her return from airing; | 
and they were at tea when the walking 


| party entered. Mr. Courteney met han? 
at an door, and taking Arabella's hand, 


„ How 
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* Ho does the blooming complexion of 


Miſs Dorville recommend exerciſe and 
early hours pra "_ tia! pion W looks 


pale to this.” 


Nou A to peta 1; Sir? replied 


* daughter, that a compliment is never 
| n unleſs | 


thoroughly enjoyed byron 
given at the expence of another.” 
THA cannot ſurely, cried Sir See 


be the caſe inthe preſent company: where 
ich has ſo large a ee no eng can "with | 
to diminiſn that of another. - 


« Farrtn, the ladies mu 


THOR: : among theſis 4 


fore m my own, as N would own this la- 
ann e 
kon ſhame," cried Lady. Ane: 


in 8 3 a manner : pray give us no 
Vote L , +: 
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compariſons. Danton. your 
daughter and your dogs.” n 


Nax, you wrong me, eee 
« 1 compared Julia's feelings with og 


| pable of * giving as 3 e 


cc Td Aon 8 


57 Major... Let vs all « enter- bur FRAY 


againſt ſuch ſeditious pra PRs 
you, Sir George r 
* 1 VOTE decidedly a ae aſs 


5 tion, 5 replied 9 Baronet. aue U- 
en in ee ime e. 


S0 I find yeu batchelors are A 
other ſide of the queſtion; but, take my 


| word for it, you , all be glad to join in 


the eee e . er- 


„ 


— 
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perience has taught you the difficulty of 
ſubmitting to deſpotic ſway. ? 5 
I thought,” ſaid the Dione; ec Jt was 


i , received opinion, that, if a ſovereign, in 
| every reſpect what the people could wiſh, 


were placed upon the throne, his power 
could not be too extenſive; and if that be 
admitted, who in the preſent company * 
argue againſt abſolute power * 

But an elective önbc replied 
Mr. Courteney, « docs not always fecure 


the happineſs of the ſubject. What fay 


you, Lewis? 'The ladies have a-right to 


| pg opinion on ſo intereſting a ſubject?ꝰ· 


« Way, if 1 might be permitted to 
chufe my ruler, heſitated he,— 
ov would ſwear abſolute ſubmiſſion,” | 
cried Miſs Courteney: * But, good main, 


if you know your own intereſt, you will 


take my advice, and chuſe a king log. 


Take my word for it, any thing that poſ- ED 
ſeſſes more animation wil break TOM Poor 
| heart.“ e 5 45 : 85 f | 


Ls | | = Anu. 
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Ap if you will hearken to me,” 
added the Major, « you will, of all things, 
beware of a wit; a good, honeſt country 
gentleman can never accommodate him- 
{elf to the various humour of ſo e 
cal a being.” 3 
Tea being now over, part of he com- 
pany ſat down to whiſt; and the reſt 
| amuſed themſelves with converſing in 
ſmall parties, in various parts of the room. 
Sir George hoped to liave engaged Arabella 
to renew the converſation which had by 
each horn fuſpetiigd, with much reluctance, 
at the end of their walk; and ſhe would 
have been but too happy i in recalling ſen- 
| fations the moſt deli icious ſhichad ever ex- 
perienced but the malicious Julia would 
not quit them for a moment; and Ara- 
bella was too polite to let her perceive that 
her preſence was irkſome to her. Maria, 
in the mean time, quitting Mr. Courte- 
ney, with whom ſhe had been chatting, 
bf hos herſelf at the further end of che 
p „ room; 
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room; and Berkley, ever attentive to the 
furtherance of his ſcheme, followed her, 
intending to alarm and pique the governeſs, 
who had placed a chair near his, and hoped 
to have engaged him in a tender er E-a-tẽtb. 

« CHARMINxG Maria?” cried he, as he 
ſeated himſelf by her, « indulge me with 
a few minutes converſation. Have you 
condeſcended to think of what I this even- 
ing mentioned to you; may I Hatter my 
felf with a ray of hope? . 

« ARE you mad?” replied ſhe, © to 
think of ſpeaking to me before Miſs Mar- 
ſhall! Hereyes are upon us at this inſtant, 

and ſhe will be here before many minutes 
are over.” P34, | 
. then,” url he, « ſhall. re- 
gulate my behaviour to her: ſhall I be civil 
or rude?” 
* O, rvDe, abominably . | 15 will | 
have preſent PARENT, if 1 ſuffer for it t here- 2 
after. 
Sun had ſcarce e A he 

„ L 3 Ys e 5 
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governeſs advanced towards. them; and, 
with an affected ſmile, addreſſing the Ma- 
jor, © what deſtroyers of converſation are 


cards! and how judicious were you in 


withdrawing from the vicinity of the table, 
where I was ſtupidly fitting, without re- 
collecting that I had power to move! ꝰ 

15 Falr n,“ replied the Major, «© I fled, 
not from the cards, but to the lady: the 
attractive power of the one was fo great, 


that I was inſenſible _e the repulſion of the 


other.“ 2 | ; 85 
Vo love to give e ee rea- 


ſons for what you do,” anſwered ſhe: 
85 from any other man I ſhould have called 


your ſpeech a rude one; but I am ſo ac- 
cuſtomed to raillery from you.” _ 
« You miſtake me entirely,” replied 


he, gravely; © I never was more ſerious 


in my life. Have a little compaſſion, dear 
Madam,” turning to Maria; © revive my 


drooping ſpirits with a few ſweet dg 


or 1 ſhall expire with env.” po ESE 


| « * * I” 15 4 * 3 , cc Ir 


. To. 
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Ir that lady had poſſeſſed the power 
of reviving you, I ſuppoſe your ſpirits 
would have been in their higheſt meridian 
after your long 1#t#-a-847e with her this 
evening. You would call me malicious, 
or I would fay Sir George had engroſſed 
your ene 1 89 15 1 out of hu- 
mour.“ 
LEE. Havent: and 3 Miſs Marſhall, 
: your converſation this evening is quite 
petrefying. C harming Maria, open thoſe 
roſy lips, and . a never falling x 
cordial.” 15 
MARIA Jauzhed, 3 was 8 to fpeak; Y 
but her governeſs, whoſe colour roſe every 
inſtant, prevented her. This is too 
ridiculous, If I was not well acquainted 
with your real ſentiments; if it was pol. 
fible for me to: be offended with vou! — 
ld uA it were poſſible for you to let 
me reſt Vain with !—Woman, woman, 
5 ſource of all our Pain and pleaſure,” look - 
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world would be purgatory without, and 
with thee it is madneſs. O, that one part of 
the female world were ſhut up in convents, 
He the charming, the irreſiſtible remain- 
| emen be at liberty to be happy, and 
confer extatic bliſs on us Their humble 
adorers h. „V% 005: POLO $5173 
Makra chan 3 as gave the 
Major a look at once expreſſive of plea- 
ſure and apprehenſion; and he, willing to 
compleat her triumph, ſeized Miſs Mar- 
ſmall's hand, as ſhe fat ſwelling with paſ- 
ſion, and ſang i ina low, but animated, voice, 
If I for Maria die, 6 
& Deaf to poor Eliza's cries; 5 
# 9p - « Aſk me not the reaſon ow” 
. Seek the riddle in che ſkies. 
Maria roſe up in a real fright; and Miſs 
_ Marſhall, in a fury, was preparing to fol- 
low her; but a ſupplicating look from | 
Berkley induced her to ſtop. And Why 
all this anger, J beſeech you, good Ma- 
dam!” ; Fried he: „ ap know my humour, 
3 | Link and 
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and uſed to ſay it was amuſing: at all 
events it is out of my power to curb it; 

and I can never think of connecting my- 
ſelf with any woman, however partial 1 
may be to her, that will not indulge it freely. 
„ Pax box me, dear Major; but I was 
really piqued to be made the ſport of my 
| pupil, a mere child. HH: 
„ Trar the was a child ſhould 1 
made you eaſy, as in her you could not 
n fear a meal” 
Hr had now gained his point i in paci- 
fying the governeſs with reſpect to him- 
ſelf; all that remained was to- irritate her 
ſtill further againſt Maria. But thougff 
your pupil i is young,” » cried: he, «ſhe is 
full of life and fire, and ban ne argon 
to a little coquetry. Sir George ſeems 
quite facinated by her ſiſter: and poor 
Lewis is ſo ſtupid, that I believe I muſt 
have a little chat with her after ſupper, 
in mere compaſſion, if her mother does not | 
burry her away, as is ſometimes the caſe.” 
** 8 Tus 
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Turs hint was not loſt upon Miſs Mar- 
mall, who, the moment the rubber was 
over, drew Mrs. Dorville aſide, and tell- 
ing her that her youngeſt daughter look= 
ed very ill, and ſeemed” much fatigued - 
aſter her walk, obtained a promiſe from 
| her to require her attendance when ſhe 
retired for the night, which was always 
immediately after the cloth was drawn. 
Marta inſtantly recovered from her 
Fight, on percciving the power which a | 
few words from Berkley had in ſmoothing 
the angry countenance of Miſe Marſhall ; 
and determined not. to be ſparing of pro- 
vi ation in future, as, if matters went alittle 
100 fab, ſhe could at any time command 
his aſſiſlance: ſor ſlie imagined that he 
would always be happy to contribute to 
her amuſement, which was her preſent 
object; and ſhe could conſider of his fur- 
ther views at her leiſure. A ſummons to 
ſupper interrupted theſe pleaſant con- 
plants The * e. himſelf 
' 2 5 : next. 
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next her at table, and chatted in ſo lively 
a ſtile, as to animate her ſpirits to their 
. higheſt pitch. Knowing ſhe was paſſion- 
ately fond of dancing, he talked about the 
poſſibility of having a cotillion that even- 
ing. She took the hint in an inſtant, and 
faid, if it wa agreeable to the company, 
there could not be the Teak, difficulty, as 
the harper, who. was then playing, often 
indulged them with a country dance, and 
tuo of the other ſervants played on the 
violin. The ꝑrapoſal was well received by 
the whole party; and Mr. Courteney, di- 
rected by a look. from his lady, te ok Ara- 
bella's hand, and begged once more ug 
nave the honaur of being ber Partners 
Her eyes inyoluntarily turned towards Sir 
Len; but meeting his, Mere inſtantly 
caſt, down ; bright crimſon diffuſed 
icſelt fora. moment over her lovely face. 
Lady Anne took advantage of her ſilence: 
Lv. cried ſhe, < the plan of this 
Annes was: wor between Miſs Dorville : 
79 Ls FG 


— r 


. = _— \ 
Z - \ Z o = Pe. ers - _—_ 9 1 5 * _ 
l | —— * . n <A _ a N 1 8 * 
| TIT ä rod Y ; S LE cn Le 
= R \ tt — 2 N 6 7 % 8 n N L. * — - * e ACAD 
yy 9 r * "_ e — fas; WE. * * 4 —— — 8 2: = JE 4 A * n 
FFF : W e ; 2 OOO TR 
. > * — ä — nd<; — p 
mv 5 Dow ——— 2 ö 8 ; 1 4 MO. 
— — a 1 þ 2 N * I * EY hi want T 
e Fan's r r - * 
\ : 
1 , 


U 
* 


i 4 
19 
i þ 
WM 
— L 
. 
1 
_ 
1 1 | 
* £ 
! 


„32 —_ 


. OF 
. > - PF <4 — eaten — 
54 Y N * 2 «7 3 — =" be ters =» 
neee 8 "Wh ——_— 
p | * % * . *. A a 
q * : N n wy 
e. „ 7 x” y N — 
8 * N 4 


11 would ve taken it in a ſerious 
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and the Major before ſupper, and the is 


already engaged; but,“ ſoftening her voice, 


« why ſhould the ue 0 dee a bluſh 


fo deep: un 


« You are firangely e Madam, 
replied Arabella, with ſome warmth, if 
you imagine I lay plans with Mr. Berkley, 
in preference to any other of che preſent 
company, or the reſt of Re FRE and 


| r . 


Lavy Anne looked wands Mrs. Dor- 

: ates and app caring to recolle& herſelf, 
ar Pardon me, dear Mig Dorville,” cried 
me; „ meant only a little innocent rail- 
and Was far from imagining you 
18 light; but 

Wh very prudent ladiesareſoſoonalarmed!” 
tine au. moſt unfortunate,” faid the” la- 
Ja. , * to have been the means of baniſhing 
A ſmile from the countenance of that. way 
fora ſingle minute „ 
. War! | ſtaff. is As l. cried" Mic 

| Gounency * For heaverits fake let us 
2 | | 4 | have | 
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kak none of thy aukward grief, and ſor- 
row, and all that: if thou wouldeſt not 
vapour the whole company, prithee go and 
ſeeif the harp and fiddles are in tone that 
we may loſe no time.? 

. « Anexcellentpropoſal,” ad SirGeorge, 
who ſeemed to recover from a momentary 
thoughtfulneſs. Let our horizon be 
clear to night, log clouds ſhould to- 
morrow obſcure its brightneſs. May EF 


hope,” turning: to Maria, for the plea- © 


ſure of your hand this evening?” A ſmiling 
_ aſſent was half Pronounced when her 
watchful Argus appeared. Your mo- 


ther, Miſs Maria, i intreats your attendance 
to night. 1 would have ſupplied your 


place, knowing your paſſion for dancing; 
but ſhe thinks, after having been already 


too much fatigued by a long walk, a fur- 


ther degree of exerciſe would be highly 


prejudicial to yu. Vour eyes ſeem to re- 


er me to your ſiſter; but Mrs. Dorville 
858 OA refuſed her req eſt for your in- 
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dulgence; and it will be highly abſurd 
and childiſh. in you, bo nt —_ 
againſt her orders. 

Tuts is e 2 cried Maria, 
FF «7 ou ſupply my place] Yes, I well know 
how. greatly I am indebted to your kind 
infant, do, vou make me! You did not X 
gueſs, Sir George, that your purpoſed 
partner {till wears her 3 ſtrings. O,. 
— they are. fe/ters, chains But Lonly ex- 


5 pole myſelf, —Your commiſſion, Madam, | 


_ - 
\ f 1 
1 
1 * 
420 

_ > 
i 4 

1 

” 


i, over, I ſuppoſe. I will only ſpeak to 
Arabella, and then follow my mother,” OTH 
” Sux then curteſied to the Baronet; and, 
| they exchanging a, few words with her 
ſiſter, who ſeemed greatly hurt, with eyes 
full and a heart half burſting, left the room. 
Ir the gratification of malice can ever 
be ſaid to convey Pleaſure, the extreme 
mortification of her pupil certainly gave a 
high degree of it to Miſs Marſhall. Mrs. 
n, dar, who had ſilently watched the 
progreſs 


3 - 5 : 4 z.# 
* 
* — 
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progreſs of the whole affair, augured from 
it the entire completion of her brother's 
wiſhes, in which a material part of her 
own were included, and could ſcarce | 
conceal her joy. When he entered the 


room, and informed Miſs Courteney that 
her orders were obeyed, and all things in 
readineſs, the aroſe with a childiſh degree 


of alacrity, and, half running acroſs the 
room to Mr. Lewis, Who was vacantly 
gazing upon the picture of the: late Colo- 
nel, laid her hand upon his arm, with a 
quickneſs that made him almoſt ſpring 
from the ground; then burſting i into a loud 


laugh, at his furprize, exclaimed Wells 


if I have the power of animating. you to 


fo wonderful a degree, I will poſitively 
| have you W e AMY: ar 


What ſay you?? * 
Snux gave him time oth to wiſe by a 


bow; and, as they walked along, reſumed, 


nn a lower tone of voice, nay, you may" 


well be grateful; for if I had not taken 
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. pity upon you, the governeſs had ny | 
fallen to your ſhare.” - 5 
Tunuovon Lady Anne 8 never 
danced herſelf, ſhe was a great promoter 
of that exerciſe among the young people, 
and particularly at this time, as it diſplay- 
cd her daughter's fine perſon to great ad- 
vantage; an object of greater importance 
than ever ſince the arrival of Sir George, 
who ſhe reſolved ſhould not eſcape her, 
_ If every effort within the power of herſelf 
5 and her family could prevent it. She had 
0 already engaged him to ſpend ſome time 
at Llangorwel before he left the neighbour- 
hood; and had prepared Julia to open 
ſuch a battery of ogles, languiſhments, 
fighs, and ſmiles, (for ſhe determined to 
attack on every ſide,) that ſhe reaſonably 


5 concluded, if he was not like Moor of 


Moor- hall, armed at all points, it would 
2] oe PRE for him to reſiſt it. 
Iaux dances went on moſt ts with. 
| all but Arabella, whoſe TRY been 
n Il | ' fo 
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ſo much hurt by the diſappointment of 


her ſiſter, that ſhe was unable to reaſſume 
her uſual degree of vivacity during the 
whole evening. Lady Anne did not fail 


to take advantage of her gravity, by ob- 


ſerving to the Baronet, how greatly ſhe 


vas concerned at the unfortunate hint of 


her partiality to Berkley, which ſhe had 
dropt before Mrs. Dorville, her affected 


coolneſs to the Major, and evident dejec- 
tion of ſpirits, proving how: ms it N 


alarmed ber. t . e 
-«« Qux little party 44 not e ril 
it was very late. Mr. Courteney: had, 
between the dances, helped himſelf moſt 
unſparingly to his favourite liquor claret, 
which he ſaid was the only thing in the 
world to allay heat; and, by degrees, he 
became ſo unmanageable, that it was with 
no ſmall” difficulty he was got into the 
coach a little before three; declaring that, 
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moſt amiable of women, has not a heart 


| had reared almoſt ATTY 1 which 


folved into air 


* 
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have forced him from ſuch comp: 
fuch wine; at ſo early an hour.” 

- Sir Georgeand his friend nn imme- 


| Kiely after the Courteneys. He ſaid 


little on his way to the Bank, and went to 
his apartment the inſtant he arrived there; 
for though his meditations were: not of the 


| pleifanteſt kind, he was impatient freely 


to indulge them. I ſee too. plainly how 


it is, thought he: it is no longer poſſible 
ef. This lovelieſt, 


to beſtow. Her partiality for Berkley 


ems apparent to every body, and a ſingle 


ae ee 4 (01ane,. ns is the 
ich I 


foared ſo high even this afternoon, diſ- 
-No even the fancied in- 
dulgence of complaint is left. me. The 


very eee I firſt eng her, 


w day how n many thing have Mg His to 
confirm 
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confirm the certainty of it! And can 1 


ſtill weakly perſiſt in hoping: —“ Love 


will, indeed, hope, where reaſon muſt 


deſpair l But what pretence have I for 


thinking of love? Ought I not to conſider 
her as already the wife of another? No, 


unfortunate Brudenell, the charming, the 


ineſtimable Arabella is not fbe whom 


Providence has deſtined to ſoften thy cares, 


and ſmooth thy path through life; thou 


muſt ſearch further for her who thou 


| hopeſt will perform thoſe endearing of- 
fices! But is there, then, is it poſlible that 


0 there ſhould be another that can ſupplant 


her in thy affections? Can any one but 


herſelf cauſe ſuch emotions in thy boſom 


as thou haſt this evening Fen 
Can that angelic face, thoſe eyes, which 


ſparkle intelligence, thoſe ſweet accents, | 


ever be baniſhed from thy remembrance? 


Hie pauſed—Nay, ſhe is more than all 
thzis; her ſoul is the cxalted throne of vir- 


we; the is all benevolence, all goodneſs 
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Y 


Could I but diſcover ſuch a mind, though | 
x; cloathed i in a homely form, and be aſſured 
it was attached to me, I ſhould acccunt 


myſelf moſt happy. —O©O, Berkley! beyond 


the common lot of mortals i is thy felicity! 


—Methinks I ſhould be more reſigned if 


thou wert more ſenſible of, more eminent- 
ly deſerving of the bliſs that awaits thee. 


A longer pauſe ſucceeded. I muſt haſten 


from this place. Perhaps, if I was wiſe, 
Fi 1 ſhould reſolve never again to behold her: 
ö yet, now I have confidered her ſituation 
and my own, and am determined to ſub- 

mit, with patience, to an evil ſo irreme- 
diable, why ſhould T deny myſelf the de- 


light of a few times more converſing with 


her? Many pleaſures are not, I fear, in 


ſtore for me; and why ſhould I churliſhly 
refuſe myſelf one ſo exquiſite, and ſo inno- 
_ For my own ſake, I ſhall avoid all 
particular converſation with Miſs Dorville; 
| n | eds behold her in future | 
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1 made this compoſition between | 
_ inclination and reaſon, Sir George would : 
fain have perſuaded himſelf. that he was. 
more at caſe. He acknowledged that his 
| diſappointment was great, at finding a 


_ woman, ſo every way what his heart panted 


after, entirely beyond his reach; but when 
he conſidered how very ſhort his acquain- 


tance with her had been, and how lightly 


he had always thought of ſudden impreſ- | 


fions, deemed it abſurd to attribute the 
extreme reſtleſneſs, which never ſuffered 


him to cloſe his eyes all night, to the in- 
fluence of ſo young a paſſioo. 

MraNTIMx the fair diſturber of his reſt 

was enjoying a delicious repoſe. Before 


ſhe retired to her apartment, ſhe had ſoftly 
ſtolen to the ſide of Maria's bed; and per- 


ceiving that ſhe was faſt aſleep, ſtood a 


few moments to admire the ſweet ſerenity 
which was ſpread over a face too en 125 


ly clouded with diſcontent, or 


. painful excels of pleaſure or reſts 
then 
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en gently cloſing the curtains, ſhe left 
pas -ardently wiſhing that a time might 
eee her mind would be as fweetly 


. ee ſoon undreſt; and had ſcarce 
d her maid, and laid her head 


upon the pillow; before the intereſting con- 


the had enjoyed with Sir George 
occurred to her memory. She felt a glow 
of pleaſure at the recollection of it, which 


. might have been an enemy to > repoſe, had 
not the fatigue ſhe had underg 

aſſiſted the efforts of the gentle Morpheus, 
who was diſpatched, by his powerful maſ- 
ter; to cloſe her eyes; a commiſſion which 


e greatly 


lghted with the ſweet, though inanimate, 
figure before him, he reſolved to add his 


own favours to thoſe of his principal, and 


waving his airy plumage thrice around her 
eee the nn, Sir 1 fighing, 


forth ber hand chu, "os widen 


li ve, 


| 
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Wos ive for her. He is all extacy: he 


imprints a thouſand. kiſſes on chat hand, 
and points to the temple:of Hymen, whoſe 


ample doors ſtand open to receive, them. 


She ſuffers herfelf to be conducted chither; 
he is united to the moſt amiable; the beſt 
of men. They are placed on à beautiful 
eminence, in the midſt of a vaſt plain, 
filled with a multitude of people: they 


comfort the afflicted, they relieve the dif- 


treſſed, they communicate felicity to all! 


Happy, happy Arabella! can I be ſo cruel 


as to tear thee from bliſs ſo extatic? Can I 
force thy imagination from this {weet hea- 

ven which it has formed, which it is ſo well 
fitted to enjoy, down to the fleeting plea- 
| ſures, and real troubles, which, alas! all 
ſojourners upon earth muſt ſhare? I nwſt, 
I muſt: amiable as thou art, the common 
lot of mortals muſt be thine! but I will 


| promiſe thee one felicity, which will en- 


able thee to. encounter and over c ome all 
the ſorrows thou art liable to that ſweet 
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